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the Pariſh of Nilioun. 
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oa Beloved in the Loxp, - 


IS now ſome Years fince many of you 
of 2 wiſhed for the Publication of this Cate- 


— ; and of late ſeveral among yon 
became ſo importunate as to offer to put the ſame 
to the Preſs upon your own Charges: And fur- 
ther being made ſenſible, that this is the ge- 
ner al Inclination Mull my Flock, as I could me 
Inge- refuſe your Deſ ire; fol have compoſed this 
Form of Lide Div orAs in the beet Manner I could, 
Wl through the Divine Af or your Ed; 
cation, a 5 F 7 . 

As all Scripture is given for Doctrine, 
J Reproof, for gs and Inſtructi- 
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on in Righteouſneſs, /o I have deſigned theſe 
| ſhall be the Ends of this Catechiſm, where there 
it 10 Nueſt ion propoſed, but what is neceſſary, 
either to inſtruct you in the Knowledge of the 
Principles of Religion, or to ſearch -into your 
State God-wards, or to preſs you to Faith and 


Holineſs, or to direct you in the ſame. In a | 


Mord. I intend it not only to be a Catechiſm for 

your Inſtructiom im Knowledge, but alſo to be a 
ſhort Directory how to build up your Souls in 
Faith and Holineſs unto eternal Life. 

And becauſe there are many who profeſs the 
Chriſtian Religion, rather out of Cuſtom than 
from a rational Choiſe, I thought it needful ( e- 
ſpecially in this ſceptick Age, wheve the very firſt 


Principles are called in Queſtion) to drop here | 


and there, in their proper Place, ſome of the 
| Grounds of our holy Religion, that ye may 
Zeready always to give an Anſwer to every 
Man that asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that 
3s in you; which Grounds any who will, may ſee 
more fully laid down in a Book, now to be pul- 
liſped, entitled, A Manual againſt the Infideli- 
vp of this Age. | 
I bave followed the Order of the Aſſenbly' 
\ Entechiſm, that it may be the more ſerviceable 10 
your better underſtanding the ſame. 
The Anſwers you ſee are all conceived as 


ſhortly as I could, that they might be the more 


— 


f eaſy to your Memories. 
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ind now, my Brethren, what remains but 
ſhould with all Eavneftneſs recommend 
this little Book unto your ſerious and frequent 
Peruſal, that you and your Families may,through - 
the Bleſſing of God, receive Profit by the ſame. 
"Tis through theWant of true ſaving Knowleage, 
that many Souls are chain'd up in Darkneſs un- 
to the Fudgment of the great Day. But all the 
Children of God are brought ſrom Darkneſs to 
ſee a great Light ; Be ye the Children of the 
Light, and of the Day.3 

As the great Salvation is the great Concern ; 
for what will it profit a Man if he gain the 
whole World, and loſe his precious Soul; 
fo the Loyd bath committed to your Care all the 
Souls in your Houſe 2 And as you have Opportu- 


_ nity of being Inſtruments to bring Souls to Chriſt, 


particularly the Souls of your Children and 
Servants, ſo God will require at your Hands, 
What Concern have you 22 for theſe Jouls? 
O Chriſtian Parents, bethink your ſelves how 
much the everlaſting Happineſs of your Children 
is concerned, in giving them good Inſiruttion, 
and leading them, as it were, by the Hand to 
Heaven by your holy Example. Nature inclines 
you to love your Children, as you think ; but 
where tis your Love, if you neglett their precious 
Souls? Cruel Love that provides only for their 
Bodies, and lets their Souls ſt arve and periſp 
or ever! But I hope better Things of yon, and 

„ Thing: 


— 


Things that aceompany Salvation, bo, for your 
warning, I thus ſpeak. And as my Heayt's 


| Deſire to God is, that you may be ſaved, and all 


within your Houſes, ſo that the Loyd may bleſs 


"this to be an effefturs' Mean for this End, is 


the earneſt Prayer of, 


Your Souls Servant in the Work 
of the Goſpel, 


WILL. CRAWFORD 


] 
7 
C 
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TO THE 


Young Ones of my Con 


| grega- 
«ion, much Grace. : 


My little Children, 


Deſire to travel as in Birth, with you till 


Chrift be formed in your Souls, and as you 

have been repeating this Catethiſm foy ſeve- 
ral Years in the publick Congregation, ſo being 
to publiſh the ſame, I have enlargeũ it for your 
further Knowledge in the Things that concern 
your Salvation. 


I have had many T hougbts about you, and 


the eternal [ntereſt of your precious Souls, and [ 
hope I can ſay I have no greater Foy than to ſee 
my Children walk in Truth. | 

If by your early Piety, your Deſire of Know- 


lege, your Thirſt after the Word, your Seriouf- - 
neſs and Frequency in ſecret Prayer, your holy 


Obſervation of the Sabbath, y-ur refraining from 
Lying, Swearing, or any evil Communication, 
and your early Inclination to yatify your Bab- 
teſmal Covenant at the Loyd's ＋ 

give. 


able, you 
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. give good Hopes, that you early remember your 
Creator and Redeemer, this will ' revive my Spi- 
rit, both, as it rives me to bope that the Lord is 
dealing graciouſly with your Hearts, and alſo is 
a comfortable Emeouragement, that the Lord bleſ- 
- feth the Means of his Appointment, tho but 

eveakly d.ſpenſed, to be the Miniftration of the 
Spirit and 1 Life. — 

But (dear Young Ones) ſeek to be well xoot- 
ed in Faith, andgrounded in Love, and for this 
End get and keep a daily Senſe of the Holi- 
neſs of God, and of tbe Evi! of Sin, and of your 
own Unzworthineſs and manifold Sins, that ſo 
ye may ſee daily an abſolute Need of Chrift for 
Pardon and San#ification:;, and endeavour to 
to walk worthy of the Lord unto all well plea- 
feng. Retire much with (God. for your greateſt 
Buſgneſs is with him, and retire much into your 
on Hearts, and keep them with all Diligence, 
_ praying for and depending on the Grace of Feſus 

Cbriſt for Help. 
And, as "tis my earneſt Prayer, that it may 
be ſo with you, ſo I commend: you. to God, and to 
#be Word of his Grace, which is able to built 
you up, and to give you an Inheritance among 
all them which are ſanttified, I am, 


The affeQionate Servant 
of your: Souls, | 
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s People in the Congregation of 
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f Of Man's Chief Bud, 
e, ; 
4s Queſt. H A T ſhould we chiefly 

| Naim at, and intend in 
ry | wil all our Actions:? 
to A. The glorifying 
Jt: | of God; and the En- 
ng joyment of him for 


ger.. 


| Q. May we aum at A Competency of tbe good 


Things of this Life: 

A. Yes, we may, in the Uſe of: lawful. 
Mears, and: in Subordination to the Glory, 
of God. Butif we make any. Thing in the 
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World our chief End, it would: be Idol. 
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tat the Lord is God, and is to be acknow- 
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2 A Practical Catechiſm. 
try, placing the Creature in the Room» 
of God the Creator. 


Q. How can we glorify God, fince he is infi- 


nitely glorious in himſelf, and no Addition can 


be made to that which is infinite ? 75 
A. When we are ſaid toglorify God, the 
Meaning is not that we can add any Thing 


to his eſſential Glory, which is nothing elſe 


but his eſſential Perfections; for in. this. 


Senle, if we be righteous what do we 
profit God ? But the meaning of it is, that: 
we can add to his declarative Glory, which 


isthe Luſtre or Splendor. of his efſential-_ 


Glory, upon the Acknowledgment of the- 
rational Creatures. 

Q. When is it we glorify God? | : 

A. When 1.We unfeignedly love him. 2. 
Humbly reverence him. 3. Chearfully 
Truſt him. 4. Willingly reſign our ſelves. 
to him. 5. When we praile him with our 
Lips. 6. When we order our Converſation 
aright. ä 285 


Q. How goth ſuch a Frame and Deportment- | 
F leriſy God? 


4. In ſo far as hereby we declare before 


Angels and Men, that we have a firm per- 


ſwaſion, that he is infinitely excellent, wiſe, 


powerful, holy and good. 
. Why ave, due to make the Glory of God 


tur chief End? | | 
4. 1 Becauſe, he made us; we may know 
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Of Man's chief End. 3. 
ledged as ſuch, becauſe he hath made us 
and not we our ſelves, 2. Becauſe he pre- 
ſerves us; he is the God in whoſe Hands 
our Lie and Breath, and all our Ways are; 
and therefore he is to be glorified. 3. Be- 
cauſe he redeems us for this End; ſince we 
are not our own, but bonght with a Price, we 
are to glorify God in our Souls and Bodies 
which are the Lord's. | 

Q. How ſhall a tender Conſcience be ſatisfied 
that he follows the Command the Apoſtle gives 
a5 in theſe Words, Whether ye eat or drink, 
or whatever ye do, do all to the Glory of 
God? | 

A. 1. The more actually we intend the. 
Glory of God in all our Actions, the more 
do we comply with this Rule. 2. Tho' one 
may not actually reflect in his Mind on the 
| Glory of God, yer if he is in all Things 
careful that he do nething againſt the Will 
of God, he doth virtually-intend the Glory 
cf God. 3. If in every Action that is con- 
ſiderable and requires Deliberation, we be- 
gin it with Prayer, and end it with Thanks- 
giving, this is what the Apoſtle calls, 4 doing 
all Things in the Name of the Lord Feſus, giu- 
ing Thanks to God the Father by bim. | 

QA. What is it to enjoy God? 

A. The Meaning of it is not that We 
can comprehend God, for Wwe can never 


by ſearching find out the Alnighty u Hern 
8 | fechion, 
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4 A Practical Catechiſm. 


fection; but to enjoy God is. 1. To have 


- 


clear and diſtinct Views of his glorious Ex- 
cellencies. 2. Tis ro be like unto- him in 
aur Hearts and Minds, ſo that there is in 
it a beholding his Face in Righteouſneſs. 


3. Tis to reſt and acquieſce in him with 


all Vieaſure and Complacency of Soul. The 
Soul being ſatisfied with his Image ſays un- 
to it ielf, Return unto thy Reſt O my Soul. 
Q. Why are we to make the Enjoyment of 
God our chief End? | 
A. 1. Becauſe nothing elſe can ſatisfy 


tha boundleſs Deſires ot our immortal Souls, 


but God, who eis an infinite Good. 2. No- 
thing elſe can be commenſurate with the 
immortal Nature and perpetual Duration 
of our precious Souls, but God, who is an e- 
ternal Good. When Heart and Strength 
and all Things fail us, He is the Strength 
of our Heart and Portion for ever. 

Q. What ſhall we do that we may attain 
unto the Enjoyment of God? 
A. 1. We wuſt exerciſe Faitff in Chriſt, 
for tis only through him we can come un- 
0 God. z. We are to practiſe Self-denial,. 
for if, we live to our (elves, we live at a 


Diſtance from God. 3. We are to ſtudy 

Parity of Heart and Lite, for tis only the 
pure in Heart that can ſee God, and with- 
out Holineſs no Man can ſee his Face. 4. 


We are to be much in Prayerand e, 
* \ whereby 
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whereby the humble Soul draws nigh unte 
his God. 


CHAP. IL 


Of the ſacred SCrIPEUres.. 


Q JS_the Light of Nature ſufficient 1% 
direct us how to glorify and enjoy 
God? 


A. Noz for tho' the Light of Nature teach 


us that there is a God, and that he is to 


be worſhipped, yet it texcheth us nothing 


of the Incarnation of the Son of Gad, or of 
Reconciliation with God through theDeath 
and Suffering of his own Son, or of wor- 
ſhipping God in a Mediator. 

G hat Rule then hath God given to 4 

rect us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 

A. He hath revealed his Will fully and 
clearly in the Scriptures. 

Q: What do yon mean: by the Scriptures? 

A. The Holy Bible, Say net then, whe + 
foall go up to Heaven to bring it unto us, for 
the Word is niob thee. 


Q. How prove you that the Bible i 14 | writtes 
. 


by Divine Inſpiration? 
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6 A Practical Catechiſm. © 
4. It may be proven from its Purity and* 
Power, and the many Miracles wrought in 
Confirmation of the ſame. | 
Q: How doth its Purity prove it to be Divine? 
A. There is no other Word that opens 
up to us the holy Nature and Purity of God, 
or leaves ſuch a Stamp of divine Holineſs: 


on the Soul. | 2 
Q. What Power is there in the Mord to prove 
that it is of God? | | 
A. 1. It has a. Heart-fearching Power 
that difcovers what's in every Man's Heart 
2. It has a Soul-enlivening Power. And, 
if it is only God that ſearcheth and reveal - 
eth the Secrets of every Man's Heart, 
and only the Spirit of God that giveth Life 
8 to dead Souls, ſucfi a ſearching, quickning 
Power attending the Word, muſt prove that 
it is of God. | | 3 
. What Evidence is there in Miracles to 
ove that the Scriptures are the Word of God ? 
A. Miracles are a controlling of the 


* * Se % 


X Laws of Nature; and as 'tis only the Hand 2 
of God that. hath ſettled theſe Laws, ſo it 
is the ſame Hand only that can alter them. 8 
Hence when Miracles are wrought in Con- a 
ſirmation of the Word, the Hand or Seal 8 
olf God atteſts and confirms the ſame: te 
bk Q. How are tbe Scriptures divided? 5 
5 N 


3 % . 5 They are divided into the Seriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament. 3 
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Of the ſacred Scriptures, 7 
Q. Were the Old and New Teftament dif.. 

ent Teftaments or Covenants? © IN 

A. They were not different as to their- 
Subſtance, for they had the ſame Mediator, 
and the ſame Way of obtaining the ſame 
Salvation under the- Old Teſtament and' | 
under the New, but they were different in- 
their Circumſtances: and Form of Admini-- 
ſtration. 

Q. Why are the Scriptures in the firft Pari ef 
the Bible called the Old Teftament ? 
A. Becauſe the Covenant of Grace was: 
then adminiftred under its old Diſpenſa- 
tion, in Types, Shadows and Ceremonies ; 
all which, pointed at Chriſt, who was the 
Antity pe and Subſtance, for theſe were but 
Patterns of the Things in the Heavens, and 

not the heavenly Things themſelves. 

Q, Why are the Scriptures in the latter Part 
of the Bible called the New Teftament ? | 
A. Becauſe. the Covenant of Grace was. 
adminiſtrated under its. new Diſpenſation 

For Chrift the Subſtance being come, the. 
Shadows fly away. Not by the Blood of Goats © 
and Calves, but by his own Blood he entered 
in once into the holy Place, having. obtained e- 
ternal Redemption for us. & 
Q. Which is the beft Diſpenſution of the 
Covenant of Grace Fl Eg 
A. The New Ttfament Diſpenſation. The 
Revelations of Grape are more clear, and 
8 the- 
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3 Practical Catechiſm. 
the Diſtributions of Grace more full and 
= extenſive under the New Tefament than un- 
der. the Od. Therefore it is called by the: 
Apoſtle, The better Teſtament. a 
Q. Why. are the Scriptures of the firſt Part 
of the Bible called a Teſtament, when a Mill 
it not of Force till the Death of the Teftator ? 
A. 1. Becauſe they contain a Diſpoſition. 
of good Things to Believers in Contem- 
proves of the Death of the Teſtator. 2. 
hey are a Revelation inſttucting Men in 
the Faith of Him, who by the Promiſes 
and daily Types and Sacrifices was pointed 
forth as the Lamb lain from the Foundation of 
#be 8 5 * 
: What aregbe Things chiefly taught us in 
the Scriptures * * . 10 25 b 
I That which we are chiefly taught in the 
| Scriptures is. 1. What we are to believe. 
2. What we are to do. 3. What we are: 
de pray for, in. order to God's Glory and 
8 au — 5 5 
I it a great Mercy we have the revealed 
e 
A4. Tis a Mercy and Privilege we can 
never enough value, ſeeing that *tis the 
only Light that guides in the Way to 
Heaven: And therefore we ſhould make 
it _—_ our Counſellor and Song in the 
Houſe of out Pilgtimage. 
| 1 prog CHAP. 
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/ God and the Holy Trinity. 
Q. AA are we to believe concerni 

; | . God? | TY 

b A. We are to believe He is a ſpiritua 


Subſtance, infinitely 
Properties. . | 
Q: What Sort of Subſtance is God? 

A, God is a Spirit, and they that wor- 
fhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and 
in Truth. 2 ; 

Q. What is it to be a Spirit: ; 

: A. It is to be without any Body or bodily 
arts. 

Qi Are not Handi, Eyes and Ears aſcribed 
unto God? „ 

4. Yes, but theſe are only metaphorical 
Expreſſions ſpoken after the Manner 
Man, in Condefcenſioa to our weak Capa- 
city, but muſt be underſtood in a Way that 
is agreeable to the Nature of God : And 
fo his Hands ſignify his almighty Power, 
bis Eyes his all-knowing Wifdom, and his 
Hars that he hears the Prayers of his People, 

and is a read 
need. 


perfect in his eſſential 
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ro A Prattical Catechiſm. 
Q. Are not Angels and the Souls of Men 

Spirits 3 | | = 
A. Yes; he hath made his Angels Spirits, 

and hath formed the Spirit of Man with- 

in him. 
Q. What Difference is there between Gotl 

and them ? | 

A. They are finite Spirits, but God is 


infinite. 


Q. What are the Attributes or eſſential Pro- 
perties of God? 

A. He is Infinite, Eternal, Unchangeable, 
{eta Holy, Juſt, Good and Faith- 
Jul. | i 
Q. How are his Attributes divided? 
A. Into Communicable and Incommuni- 


Cable. - 


Q. What are bis incommunicable Attributes? 

A. His Infinity, Eternity and Unchange - 
ableneſs. n 

Q: What is it to be inſinite? " 

A. It is to be boundleſs and unmeaſurable- 


An PerfeGtions. 


Q. In What Senſe is God infinite? 

A. He is infinite. 1. With reſpe& to his. 
Eſſence, his Greatneſs is unſearchable. 2. 
In- reſpect of his Preſence ; He is excluded 


from no Place, nor is there any fying from 


his Preſence, Plab cxxxix. 3. He is infinite 


in his Wiſdom, Power, and all his other 


Attributes. | 
| | i . Q. hat 


1 — or 


Of God and the Trinity. WC? 
Q: What are the communicable Atgributes of 
God? | 
A. His Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſ- 
tice, Goodneſs and Truth. 8 
Q. Can any of God's Attributes be communi- 


* cated to the Creatures? 

a A. No; for they are inſeparable from the 

an Divine Nature. 3 
Q. Why then are theſe Attributes called com- 

. municable? | L 
A. Becauſe there is ſome Reſemblance 

» of them in his rational Creatures; we may 

g ſay of Angels or good Men that they are 


Holy, Wiſe, Powerful, Juſt and Good: But 
there's no Reſemblance in the Creatures of 
his incommynicable Attributes, for we can- 
not ſay of any Creature that it is Infinite, . 
ternal or Unchangeable. 5 
Q. Wherein doth the Wiſdom of God eminent- 
A. It appears in the Beauty and Order 
of the Univerſe, but eſpecially in the Con- 
trivance of our Redemption in a Way that 
both ſatisfies Juſtice in the Puniſnment 
of Sin, and magnifies Mercy in the Salva- 
tion of the Sinner. 25 1 
Q. Wherein doth the Goodneſs of God emi · 
nently appear? 4 ES M3. 
A. Ir appears in our daily Preſervation 
and Protection, but in a ſpecial manner 
God commended his Love to us, in that- 
N g while 
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| vhile We hin Sinners Chrift died. for us. 
Q Wherein doth the Power of God eminent: 

ly appear? „„ 
A It appears, t. In his creating all. 
Things out of nothing. 2. In his quicken- 
ing us after we were dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins. 3. It appears in the Reſurrection 
from the Dead. he 
Q. Wherein deth the Holineſs: and Fultice of 
God appear ? 5 1 
4. They ir, Firft, In the terrible 
ee eee and which at laſt 
will be inflicted upon impenitent Sinners. 
Secondly, In the intolerable and / eternal 
Torments of the damned; And Thirdly moſt. 
_ remarkably they appear in the, Sufferings 
of the Son of God, When rather than Sin 
ſhould go unpuniſhed, he would puniſh. 


a” 


it in the Perſon-of his own. Son. Sure then 


God is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity. 
Q MH berein doth the Faithſulneſs of God ap- 
ar? LOS 
- A. It appears 1. Ia the certain Execu- 
tion of his Threataings upon obſtinate 
Sinners. 2, In the certain Accompliſhment. 
of his Promiſes unto penitent Believers. 
Q. How many Godi ave: tbere? 1 
A. Only one true and living God. 
5 ee dee God? 
A. Becauſe he hath Life of himſelf, and 


is Life it ſelf, and is the Original and Au- 
N SEE = thor: 
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Of God and the Trinity. 13 
thor of our Life. Let us then turn from 
our Idols to ſerve the Living God. 

Fl Q. What Life is he the Author of in us? 
f A. He is the Author of our natural and 
ſpiritual Life ? | | | 
Q. M herein conſiſts our Natural Life? 
A. In the vital Unien between the Soul 
and Body. Cds 
5 Q. herein conſiſts our Spiritual Life? 

A. In the vital Union between Chriſt and 
the Soul; ſo that what the Soul is to the 
Body, that is Chriſt to the Soul, the very 

Life thereof. | e 

Q. How many Perſons are there in the God- 
bead? | 

A. Three Perſons, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt. 

Q. What do you mean by the God- hend? 

A. By it is meant the Divine Nature or 
Eſſence. LEE Fs 

Q. How prove you that there are three Per- 
ſons in the Divine Nature? | 

A. Tis proven from 1 Fobn v. 7. There 

are "three that bear Record in Heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
three. are one. So at Chriflt's Baptiſm, the 

Father ſpeaks from Heaven, the Son comes 

our of the Water, and the Holy Ghoſt ap- 

pears on him like the Shape of a Dove. 

Q. What is the perſonal Property. of the 3 

Fat her? 5 — 

4. To 
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14 A Praflical Catechiſm. 
<Y A. To beget the Son, and ſend out or 
VHDPreathe the Holy Ghoſt. 
Q. What is the perſonal Property of the Son ? 
A. To be begotten of the Father, and 
'to breathe and ſend out the Holy Ghoft. 
Q. What is the perſonal Property of the Ho- 
- SS... 
A. To proceed by Emanation from the 


Father and the Son. 4 
Q. Is a Trinity in the Divine Eſſence an un- 


ſearchable Myſtery ? DEER 
A. Yes; and ſo every eſſential Perfecti- 
on in God doth infinitely rranſcend our 


Thoughts. 


* 


— 
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CH A P. IV. ö 
Of the Divine Decrees. 


Q.: Hen did God frame his Decrees ? 
A. 


tbe Beginning are all his Mork. - 
Q With ubom took be Council. 
A. With himſelf, or with his own Will, 
or, which is the ſame, with his own Wiſ- 
dom. 4 
- Q. What are the Objects of God's Dccrees? 


41. All Things that come to paſs. fo 
= | | Works 
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Of the Divine Decrees. 15 F 
avorketh all Things according to the Council of © 
bis own Will. „ 

Q. What are the Ends of God's Decrees ? 

A. His own Glory; for of him, and through 
im, and to him are all Things. RE 
Qi. What are the Properties of the Divine 
Decrees ? wh 1 

A. 1. They are wiſe, they are the Coun- 
ſels and Purpoſes of unerring Wiſdom. 
2. They are free, be does according to 
the Council of his own Will. 3. They 
are juſt, For the Lord is a God of Knowledge, | 
and by him Actions ave-weighed-: 4. They | 
are unchangeable, As many as are ordained to 
eternal Life believed. | ES 

Q. Ls there a particular Predeſtination of 
ſome to eternal Life? 

A. Yes, as appears from what is ſaid; 
and the Apoſtle tells the believing Theſ- 
ſalonians, God bath from the Beginning choſ- 
en you wo Salvation, through FCanct ification 
of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth, 

Q: Can any come ſhort of eternal Life who 
are predeſtinate and elected to the ſame? _ 1 

A. No; For whom he hath predeſtinated, them © -- 
he alſo calls according to his Purpoſe, and whom = 
be calls, them he alſo juſtifies, and whom he 1 
Juftifies them he alſo glorifieth, © — 

Q. Are they predeſt inate and elec — 
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16 Fradctical Catechiſm. 
” 4 God's foreſeeing they would believe, aud be 
A. No: For God could foretee nothing 

in us but what he deſigned to give; Hence 
Wwe are ſaid to be choſen in Chriſt before the 
Foundation of the World, that we ſhould be ho- 
ly, and not becauſe we are holy, And when 
tis ſaid, As many as were ordained to eternal 
Life believed, tis evident that Faith is ra- 
ther the Effect than the Cauſe of Election. 


CHAP. . 
1 / Creation and Providence. 


Q. Matis it to create? 
4. Meri to make Something out of No- 
thing. 5 
155 Of what did God make all Things | 
A. Of Nothing. Things which were ſeen 
were not made of Things which do appear. 
erer prove you the World could not be 
from Eternity ? EE | 
A. That the World, as it now is, could 
not be from Eternity, is evident: For Firſt, 
If ſo, it would exiſt neceſſarily; and what 
is in any Poſture neceſſary, muſt always be 
ſo: But we ſee the Fall and Riſe of all 
= - living 
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of Creation and Providence. 17 
living Things in it every Day. 2. Either 
ſome Man was from Eternity, or no Man 
was from Eternity at all; if ſome one Man 
was from Eternity,«he had no Beginning 3 
if no one was from Eternity, neither can 
the Generations of the humane Race be 
from Eternity. 3. Tis evident to our very 
Senſes, that the Rain always waſhes down 


ſome Earth from the higher Parts; and ſup- _ 


pole only one Particle of Earth ſhould be 
waſhed from the Mountains once in a 
thouſand Years, 'tis certain that in the 
infinite Ages of Eternity all the Mountains 


had been levelled Millions of Ages before 


this imm. 2 
Q. By What did the Lord make all Things ? 
A.” By the Word of his Power. He ſpake 

and it as done, be commanded, and it flood 


faſt. | 


Q. What is to be particularly conſidered in 
God's creating all Things of Nothing ? _ 
A. 1. The Power of God, in the ſudden 
Production of Things that were not. 2. His 
Wiſdom, in the beautiful Order and Har- 
mony of all Things together. 3. His Good- 
neſs, in imprinting ſuch a Power and Force 
in the Nature of Things, as that every 
Thing ſhall be able to operate towards its 
own End, and all together in a Way that 
is ſetviceable to Man. 


SD - 3 : ; Q. In 
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18 A. Practicdl Catechiſm. 
Q. In what Time did God make ail Things? 
Ai. In the Space of ſix Days. | 
Q. In what State did he male them? 
A. All Things, were made very good. 
God ſaw every Thing he had made, and behold: 
it Was very good. | 
Q. Is it of great uſe to be oftentimes conſi- 
dering the Works of Creation ? | | 
A. Yes. 1. Becauſe; this will help us to 
ſee God in every Thing we ſee. 2 It rai- 
ſes in our Minds a humble Veneration of 
the Majeſty and Glory of God, when we 
are apt to forget him. 3. If we begin to 
: doubt of Proviſion, or queſtion his Pro- 
miſes, becauſe we ſee no Outgate or Relief, 
this will help to confirm our Faith: in-both : 
Far he that hath given Life, we may tnuſt 
will give Food; and it his Word gave. 
Being to Heaven and Earth, we may be aſ- 
8B fared it will be forthcoming to us, as our 
_ Neceſlities require, PPE ESE 
=_ Q. I there a Divine Providence ſuperintend- 
zung the World and all Creatures in it? : 
A. Les, His Kingdom ruleth over all. 
Qi How do you prove & Divine Previdence 4 
from Reaſon } | 
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; & to it:3 prayen from the uniform and * 
harmonious Order that is in the World, E: 
whereby every Thing anſwers as exaGly * 


its own End, as if it had Knowledge of | 
what it's doing. 2. Beſides this, the ! ow p 
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Of Creation and Providence. 19 
often makes bare his own rm, by his im- 
mediate interpoſing, either for teaching 


the wicked or relieving the godly. 


Q. What are the Ad. of God's Providence ? 


| 4. 1. There is the preſerving the Crea- 


tures in their Beings, He upholdeth all 
Things by the Word of his Power, 2. There 
is the governing of them in their Actions. 
e e ee him, that doth he, in the 
Armies of Heaven and Fayth, 

Q. What are the Objects of God's Providence? 

A. All Creatures and all their Actions. 
A Man's Heart deviſeth his Way, but the Lord 
directeth his Steps: And even a Sparrow 
cannot fall to the Ground without our 
heavenly Father. 8 

Q. What are the Properties of God's Provi- 
dence ? LI 

A. It's Holy, Wiſe and Powerful. The 
Loyd is righteous in all his Ways, and holy in 
all bis Works, in manifold Wiſdom be does them 
all, and be rules by bis Power for even. 

Q. How doth Providence concur in finfetl 
Actions? 1 

A. 1. It permits them. 2. It limits and 
bounds them. 3. It directs them to à good 
End. Ye thong Evil againſt me, ſaith Foſepb 
to his Brethren, bur God meant it unto Grod. 

Q. Should we be much in obſerving Divine 
Providence? : 


B 2 A. Yes. 


20 A Prafiical Catechiſin. 

4. Les. 1. It will help us to walk ten- 
derly and circumſpectly as in God's Sight. 
2. It will confirm our Faith in his Word, 
when we ſee it accompliſhed in the Me- 
thods of his Providence. 3. It will greatly 
relieve the Mind under anxious Cares. 4. 
It will make us thankful in Proſperity and 
patient in Adverſity. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of Man's happy Condition when 
made at firſt.” 1 


Hat ſpecial Privilege had Man more 

b 2 1 Creatures on Earth, 7 
when God made him? Wc 

A. 2. He was created after God's Image. | 
2. God was pleaſed to enter into a Cove- | , 
nant with him. + ar 
- Q, Wherein doth the Image of God conſt? 
A. In Knowledge, Righteouſneſs and 
Holinefs, IE =] 
Qi. How i5Knowleage 4 Part of God's Image, of 
When many who have great Knowledge of God 


re yet altogether unlike bim? 


4. Altho' an unregenerate Perſon may 


have a Form of Knowledge as well as 3 
3 3 Forn 
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Of Man's Condition at H rſt. 11 
Form of Godlineſs, yet 'tis moſt certain he 
knows nothing really of God. The leaft 


Thing to be known of God is, that He is 
the beſt of Beings, and the beſt Good; but 
how do any know this who think the 
World and Sin better than he 1s. | 

Q. How prove you that God entered into 4 
Covenant with Adam in a State of Innocency ? 

A. Tis clear enough from theſe Words, 
In the Day thou eateſt —_ thou ſhalt ſurely 
die. Where there is, 1. God's Command- 
ment, which laid Man under an Obligati- 
on. 2 .A Threatning in caſe of Diſobedience, 
which implies. 3. A Promiſe in Cafe of 
Obedience. For he that faith, In the Day 
theu eateſt thereof thou ſalt ſurely die, ſaith 
allo, Til thou eat thereof thou ſhalt not die. 


And theſe are the Eſſentials of a Covenant. 


Q. How many Covenants hath God made 
with Man ? ö | ; 

A. Two, the Covenant of Works, and the 
Covenant of Grace, | 

Q. With whom was the Covenant of Works 
made? 1 : | 

A. With Adam in a State of Innocency. 

Q. What was the Condition of that Covenant? 

A. Perfe& perſonal Obedience. 

Q. What was the Promiſe of the Covenant 


of Works "Fx 


A. Lite natural, ſpiritual and eternal. 
B 3 CHAP 


Az 22 A Practical Catechifin. het 
CHAP wv. ©: 
AY Of Man's Fall from Happinaſe, 
4 


God, and break Covenant with him? 
_ 4. Yes ; God made Man upright, but be 
ſoug ht out many Inventions. 255 
Q. How could an innocent Creature, who 
Lad no Darkneſs in his Mind, nor Perverſ- 
nejs in his Will, make Deſection from his Creator? 
A. Tho' he was innocent, yet he was 
mutable; and what Difficulty is there 
in conceiving that a defe&abie Creature 
ſhould actually make Defection? On 
the contrary to ſay, that it was abſolutel 
impoſſible that an innocent Creature ſhould 
fall, would be a ſaying, that 'tis intrin- 
fically immutable, which is God's ſole Pre- 
rogative. „ Oy 
QQ. What was the Sin whereby our firſt Pa- 
rents fell from God, 
4. Ir was their eating the forbidden Fruit, 
called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil. : | : 
Q. Why was this Tree called the T ree 
* Knowledge of Good and Evil? 


A. Be- 


O Man's Fall from Huppineſi. 23 
A. Becauſe Man, by eating thereof, knew, | 
to his ſad Experience, the great Difference 
between the good he had loſt, and the evil 
he had fallen into. | 

Q. Why did od forbid Adam to eat of this 
Fruit? | | 

A. To try kis Obedience. 

Q. How did it try his Obedience? | 

A. God, by forbidding Adam to eat of 2 
Tree that was lawful in it (elf to be eats 
en, did try whether Alam would obey his 
Maker, in a Command for which he ſaw 
no Reaſon, but purely the Will of God. 

Q. Who ſinned with Adam ? | 

A. All his Poſterity that deſcanded from 
him by ordinary Generation. By one Man 
Sin entered into the World, and Death by Sin, 

Q. Who of his Poſterity did not fin with him ? 

A. Only Jeſus Chrift, who as to his hu- 
man Nature was of the Poſterity of Adam. 
Q. Why did not Chrift ſin with the reſt of 
Adam's Poſterity ? - 

A. Becauſe, tho' he deſcended from Adam, 
yet it was by an extraordinary Generari- 
on. For 1. He was conceived by the Power 


of the Holy Ghoſt. 2. He was born of the Vir- 


gin Mary. . And hence he was not Heir to 
any of theſe Evils entailed on the reft of 
Adam's Poſterity. | ; | 
Q. How could Adam's Poſterity fall with 
him, not being then born? Ea 
"3B 4 A. The 
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24 A Practical Catechiſm. 


A. Tho' they were not then living, yet 


they were in the Loins of Adam as their 


common Parent. Beſides he was appoint- 


ed the publick Head and Repreſentative of ; 


all his Poſterity; and therefore his Sin be- 
comes theirs. 


Q. How could Adam be the Repreſentative 


of his Poſterity, ſeeing they did not conſent he 


N ſhould repreſent them ? 
A. Seeing Adam had ſufficient Grace to 


ſtand, and as our Parent could not but 
have a great Affection to us, our Hearts 


tell us we would have conſented that he 


| ſhould be our publick Head, and God's 


Covenant with his Creature, is a Law as 


well as a Covenant, and if the Terms be 


reaſonable in themſelves, ir binds us to 


* 


Pa ent: 


8 0 
Q. But was it reaſonable our Stock ſhould 
be intruſted to the mutable Will of our firſt 
A. Moſt reaſonable, if theſe Things be 
conſidered, ' 1. If it had been put into our 
own Hands, it was ſtill intruſted to a mu- 


table Will. 2. Man in his beſt Stare had 


no Right to eternal Life. God who had 


drawn him ont of Nothing, might have ſuf- 


fered him and all his kind to relapſe in- 
ro Nothing again, without doing them any 
"Wrong. And hence he was at Liberty 
2 | 6 — 
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Of Man's Full from Happineſs. 25 
to chuſe upon what Terms he would of- 
fer eternal Life to him and to his Poſterity. 
3. Adam's own Intereſt was lying at 
the Stake as well as ours. 4. He had 
a Power to continue in his happy State. 
But 5. which may ſtop 'every Mouth, we 
approve of ouridtiginal Apoſtacy from God, 
by ſinning daily after the Similitude of. 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion; and hence have no 
Reaſon to complain of this Diſpoſition of 
Divine Ptovidence. 6. We have an Of- \4 
e Ml fer of Recovery even to a better State than 
's MW what we loft in the firſt Adam, through 
as W Chriſt, the ſecond Adam; And whoſoever 
de vill may receive Life and Happineſs from him 
to jreely. : 1 
Q. What ſhould the Fall of our firft Pa- 

d rents teach us | . 
ſt A. 1. It may convince us of the Iafirmi- 

ty of the Creatue, ſince Man in his beſt 
be State is altogether Vanity. 2. It lets us 
ur W ſee the Neceſſity ot a humble Dependence 
u- on the Lord. 3. It ſhould excite us to 
ad Wl ſeek Reſtoration by Chriſt, that as we have 
ad MW born the Image of the Earthly, fo we may 
uf. bear the Image of the Heavenly Adam. 
in ; e 
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Of our Sinfulnaſs and Miſery Ly 
Nat . | 2 | 


Q. JNTO what Eſtate hath Adam's Fall 
 * brought his Pofterity ? | | 

A. It hath brought us all into an Eſtate 

of Sin and Miſery, This is the ſad Cale 
of every Man by Nature until he come to 
Chrift, : 

Q. How is Sin divided? 1 
| . A. Sin is divided into otiginal and aQu- 
1 al Sin. | 
Q. Wherein doth Original Sin conſift ? 

A. It conſiſts, 1. In Adam's Fall from 
God, wherein we fell with him. 2. In the 
Corruption of our whole Nature. 

Q. What Difference is there between original 

Jin and actual Sin? . 

4. 1. Original Sin is the Sin we bring 

with us into the World, actual Sins are . 

the Sins we commit after we are in the 

World. 2. Original Sin is the corrupt 

Fountain, actual Sins are the corrupt 
Streams that flow from that Fountain. 
"XX: that Miſery bath Sin brought us 3 ? 

» Sin 
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Ot our Sinfulneſi by Nature. 23 | 


A. Sin hath brought us into a great and 
unexprefitble Miſery-; for 1. We have Joſt 
Communion with God. 2. We are under 
the Wrath of God. 3. We are liable to 
all the Miferies of rhis Life, aud eternal 
Miſery in the World to come. ” _ | 

Q. Is theLoſs of Communion with God a great 
Miſery ? 7 | 

A. Tis not only a great Miſery, But the 
Foundation of all Miſery. There is no 
Happineſs but in God, Tis Nearne ſs to 
and Communion with God, that is the. 
Happinefs in Heaven. To loſe God then, 
is to loſe our Happineſs, and to loſe out 


| Sonls. 27s good for us to draw near to God, 


tut theſe that are far off from God ſpall periſh. 
Q. How doth it appear that when Adam 


finned he loft Commumon with Gd? 1 
A. It appears from his Behaviour, for no 
ſooner he fined but he thoughs to hide 
himſelf from God, as being unwilling to 
be in his Prefence, or to ſee his Face any 
more. O fad Change 
. How do you prove that all the Poſterity 
of Adam have likewife loſt Communion with 
God ? | 
A. Tis evident they act the fame Part 
over again that Adam did ; that is, they 
are unwilling to be in God's Preſence, and 
would be content that God did not ſee 
them, or could not reach them, Bet: 
Jou doth this appear? os 
9 A. 'Tis 
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28 A Practical Catechiſm. 
A. Tis by Meditation, Prayer and ſin- 
cere Attendance on the Divine Ordinances, 
that we attain and maintain Communion 
with God; but Man has neither a Deſire 
or Delight in any of theſe, tiil Divine Grace 
convert his Soul. | = LN 
Q. What Sort of Wrath is the Wrath of God 
which Sin makes us liable unto ? | 
A. 1. Tis infinite Wrath. Who knows- 
the Power of God's Anger] Who knows how 
miſerable the Almighty Power of God can 
= make a Sinner / 2. Tis intolerable Wrath. 
_ Ab, tis a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands 
_ of a living God! Can thine Heart endure, 
f Sinner, or thine Hands be ſtrong, in the 
Day that God dealeth with thee, according 
to thine Iniquities ? 3. Tis eternal Wrath. 
They will drink of the red Wine of God's Wrath, 
ani ſpall have no Reff Day nor Night, but 
. the Smoak of their Torment aſcendeth up for 
ever and ever — 
Q. What Miſeries in this Life are cue liable 
u nto by our Sin ? 5 
A. There are innumerable Miſeries, both 
in Soul and Body, which we are liable 
unto. | x | 
Q. What are the Soul-miſeries we are lia- 
ble unto ? | : 
A. There is not a Faculty in the Soul 
but what is ſeized with Miſery. 1. There 
iSin the Uadecltanding Izaorance of 9 
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Of our Sinfulneſs by Nature, 29 
ſo that we diſcern not the Things of the 
Spirit of God. 2, In the Memory there is 
Forgetfulneſs of the Things of God, and 
minding that which is Evil. 3. In the 
Conſcience there is either Stupidity and 
Security, or elle Horror and Deſpair. 4. In 
the Will there is Backwardneſs to good, 
and an Iaclination to that which is evil ; /o 
that the Imaginations of the Heart are onl 
evil, and that continually, Theſe are OE 
ful Miſeries, and the more dangerons, the 
leſs we are ſenſible of them. 

Q What are the bodily Miſeries we are li- 
able unto ? E225 : 

A. Sicknels, Pain, Hunger, Thirſt, Toil, 
Labour, Care, Diſappointment, every bo- 
dily Uneaſineſs, and Death it felf. | 

Q. hat doth the Senſe of our Sin and Mi- 
ſery teach us ? | 

A. 1. It teacheth us the abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity of Salvation by Chriſt, 2. It teach- 
eth us to prize and love Chriſt Jeſus our 
only Saviour above all Things. 3. It 
teacheth us Thanktulneſs to God in Chrift 
for the great Mercy of Redemption 
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Of the Ele and their Recovery. 


Q. AE all left to periſh in Sin and Miſery ? 
4. No. And bleſſed be God, the Fa. 
ther of Mercies, who took Pity on us when 
he faw us wallowing in our Blood, and 
ſaid unto us, Live ye. = 5 | 
. Who are ſaved ? | 2 
A. The Elect.. Whom he bath predeſtinated 
them he calls, whom be calls he juſtifies, and 
whom he juſtifies be glorifies. | 
Q. May one know that be is elected to eter- 
nal Life ? z ; 
A. Yes. The Apoſtle Peter exhorts all | 
Chriſtians, to give all Diligence to make their 
Calling and Election ſure. - 


Lo 
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2. By. what Sign may one know he is e- 
Ie? 1 a 
A. If he has choſen God, he may be 
| ſure God has choſen him, For if we be 
Vin, tis becauſe be hath loved ausn. 
QQ. How ſpall we know whether we have 
choſen the Lord to be our God? > 
A. 1. If we be well pleaſed, with every 
Thing in God; that is, with his Holineſs, 
= Juftice and Authority as well as Meicy f 
"# — | a and 


[ 


Of the Covenant of Trace. 31 
and Goodneſs. 2. If we give away our 
ſelves to the Lord freely and fully without 


Guile or Reſerve, then we have choſen the > 


Lord. 
Q. What doth the Lord elect ut unto ? 


A. To be Partakers of Grace here and 
Glorythereafter. 

Q: What moved God fo elect any to eter- 
nal Liſe? f 

A. His own good Pleaſure, who will have 
Mercy on whom be will have Mercy, and whon 
he will be hardneth. 
; In what Method doth God bring about 
' the Salvation of the Elec: | 

A. God ſo loved the World, that he ſent his 
only begotten Son into it, that whoſoever believes 
L. * not pe riſh but have ö 
Life. 
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CHAP. X. 5 
Of the Covenant of Grace. £ 


Q q VER hat Covenant are we . 
ved? | . 

A. Under the Covenant of Grace. | 
Q. What is the Tenor of the Covenant 7 N 


Grace? 
4 B. 


55 — 
* 


„ 


4 ® 


£ * 


32 4 ußfical Catechiſi. 
= Believe i in the Tow Feſus Chri b, aud thou 
Jpalt. be ſaved. x 
. Whether is the e Fl Grace con- 
di tional or unconditional, 
A. If by Condition is meant ſgmerhing 
done by our own Power, which founds a 
Right to Life and Happineſs, the Cove- 
nant is abſolute and unoenditional,, But 
if by Condition is meant ſomething r qui- 
red of us (tho* wroughr in us by the e 
ol God) in order to inftate us. e 
Coyefant with God, then the Coven 
Grace 1s conditional. r 
Q. What i is the Condition of the Covenant 
of Grace? 
A. Faith in Jeſas Chriſt. Whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him ſhall not periſh, but have. ever- 
laſting Life. And ſays the Apoſtle to the 
Jailor, Believe in the Lord Jeſus Cit, _ 
' hon ſbalt be ſaved. . 
Q. When Faith is J tobe tbe Condition 
. of the Covenant of Grace, is the Word Condition 
to be underſtood in iss priper and frrict Senſe ? 2 
A. No. For a Condition, in the proper”. 
Senſe of 1 It, gives a Right when perform- . 
ed; but tis not our Faith but Chriſt's . 
Surety-rig hteouſneſs, that gives us a Right 
to eternil Life. Only Faith in a more ge- 
neral Senſe is (Sales a Condition, in as far 
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till he he received; and he is received by 
Faith, 

Q- 2 is the general Promiſe of the Co- 
venant of Grace? 


A. Eternal Life, or according to the 
federal Clauſe, II be your God and ye fall be 
Which is a Promiſe thar om - 


my People. 
prehends all Bleſſings in it. R 
Q. Why was this ſecond Covenant ca 


the Covenant of Grace 2 


A. 1. Becauſe ir was free Grace i in God 
that moved him to enter into this Cove- 
nant with us- 2. Becauſe all the Parts of © 
this Covenaat are of free Grace, for not 
only the Privileges which God promiſes 


— 


to us on his Part, as Pardon, Peace Adogs > 


tion, Ec, are offered to us by his Grace; 
but alſo the Graces and Duties which” 
requireth on our Part, viz. Faith, Re- 
pentance and Obedience, are wrought i in 
us by his Grace. ben aue are ſaved by 
Faith, yet tis not of our ſelves, it is the wr te 


God; and the exalted Saviour gives us Re- 
pentance as well as Remiſſion of Sins, ara 


works in us to will and to do according toe bs 
good Pleaſurg, 
Q: Is there a Covenant of Redemption? 


Ac Ves. There was an eternal Compact 


between Fehovah the Father and 2 
the Son, whereby the Father gave 
Elect to redeem them, os the don 


ile bn | 
= | _ dertakes | 
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Iſa. liii. Fobn xvii. 26, 9, 10. 
Q. Are the Covenant of Redemption and the 
Covenant of Grace two Covenamt 5, or only one 
A. Tis certain there is nothing in the 
Covenant of Grace, but what was agreed 
to, and ſetled inthe Covenant of Redemp- 
tion; yet the mut aal Engagement between 
the firſt and ſecond Perſons about our 
Salvation, ſeems to be the Covenant of 
Redemption, and the new conſequene Re- 
lation that we come under to the Father 
and to the Son ſeems to be properly the Co- 
venant of Grace. And tis certain, that ſome 
Things are required of us, which could not 
be required of Chrift ; as for inſtance, that 
we {Hould believe in a Mediator for the 
Remiſſion of Sins. But if it is ſaid by ſome 
ſound Divines, that the Covenant df Re- 


demption and the Covenant of Grace are 


- 


"two Parts, or two Views of the ſame Co- 


venant; or ſaid, that the Covenant of 
Redemption is the Covenant of Grace in 
its Contrivance, and the Covenant of 
Grace is the Covenant of Redemption in 
its Execution; there is no Occaſion of con- 
tending about the different Forms of Speech 
among ſonnd Divines, ſince their Senſe 
and Meaning is the ſame. os 


34 A Prattical Catechiſm. . 
.  denrtakes their Redemption, P/al. xl. 6, 7, 8. 
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'of Cbrif the Mediator. 3 
CHAP. XL | 


Of Chriſt the Medi ator. 


Q. IA/Ho is the Mediator of the Covenant 
| 44 of Ghace ? af „ 
A. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There is one 
Cod and one Mediator between God and Many 

the Man Chrift Feſus. 


er Q. Why is be called Peſus ? © 25 
4. Becauſe he ſaves {2 People from their 
e Sins. . 

t Q. Why was be called Chriſt? | | 
1 A. Becauſe he was anointed with all the 


e Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit that 
© I were neceſſary for the qualifying of him to 
- W be a compleat Redeemer, particularly to 
e be our great Prophet and High Prieſt with 
Odd and the King and Head of his Saints. 
f Q. Is it demonſtrable, that Feſus, who it 
n il ealled Chriſt, is the great Meſſiah promiſed under 
f Wl the Old Teſtament ? „ 
1 A. Moſt infallibly, becauſe all that was 
- I propheſied of the Meſſias to come, is evi- 
L Wl dently fulfilled in him; that is, he came 
into the World at the ſame Time, was born 
in the ſame Place, had the ſame Characters, 
executed the ſame Offices, and did the ſame 
a mighty 
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1 mighty Works, as was foretold of their 
Methas. - -; x N 
Q. How doth this appear? 


cularly it was prophecied by Jacob, That 
when't be Sceptre departed from Judah, and the 
 Lawgiver from between his Feet, Shiloh ſhoutd 
come, Gen. xlix. 10. By Daniel That after 
threeſcore and tuo Weeks of Years, the Meſſiah 
ſhould be cut off, Dan. ix. 26. By Malachi, 
That the Lord whom they were expecting ſhould 


Mal. iii. 1. By Micah, That the great Ruler 
"promiſed to them ſpould come out of Bethlehem 
Mic. v. 2. It was prophecied by 1/aiah, 


— 


racles, in opening the Eyes of-the blind, and un- 
a Lame toleap. as an Hart, chap. xxxv. 5. That 
25 Spirit of the Lord ſhould be on bim, anolnting 
bim to preach good Tidings, to the Meek, t* bind 
1p the broken hearted, and preach Liberty te the 
| Captives, ch. xi. I. That he ſhould be in 4 bumble 
ſuffering State, a Man uf Sorrows and acqua 
ed with Griefs That be ſhould be woundel for 
our Tranſgreſſions and the Chaſtiſement of 9! 
Peace ſhould be laid on him; That his Soul ſhould 


= © ſbould be healed, Iſa. liii. It was prophe 
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A. It appears in many Inftances, parti- 


come into that Temple built by Zero abel, 


That he ſhould be born of a Virgin, Chap. vii. 
ver. 14. That be ſbould be a Light to theGentiles 
_ Chap. xlii. 1, 2, 3. That be ſhould work Mi- 


be made an Offering for Sin, and by his Stripe? 


cied 


T 


3 


heir 


rt1+ 
hat 
the 
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cied by David, That he ſhould riſe from the 
dead, Pſal. xvi. 10. That Be ſhould aſcend in- 
to Heaven, Pal. Ixviii. 18. That he ſhould ſit 
on the right Hand of God, Pſal. cx. 1. All 
which Prophecies are manifeſtly fulfilled 
in Jeſas Chriſt. „„ 
Q. How many Natures are there in Chrift ? 


A. Two ; the Nature of God and the - - | 


Nature of Man: 3 
Q. How prove ye that Feſus Cbriſt is true 
God ? - EB 
A. 1. It is expreſly ſaid of him, This is the 
true God and eternal Life: 2. He is God the 
Creator of all Things. Hence it is ſaid, In 


the Beginning was the Word, and the Worl 


was with God, and the Word was God. All 
Things were made by bim, and without him 
was not any Thing made that was made. Whe- 
ther they be Things in Heavenor in Earth, vi- 


ſible or inviſible, Thrones or Dominions, or Prin- 


cipalities or Powers, all Things were created by 
him and for him. 3. He is the ſupreme - God. 
Tho' he is of the Fathers according to the 
Fleſh, yet he is over all God bleſſed for ever. 
Q. How many Perſons are there in Chriſt ? 

A. Only one. Theſe two Natures make 
but one Perſon. © "25 

Q Why was it neceſſary that our Mediator 


ſhould be a Man? © 5 * — 
A. 1. That he might be capable of ſuf - _- 


fering Death for'us: For as God he could 


Of Chriſt the Mediator, 37 
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© not ſuffer not die, the divine Nature being 

unchasgeable and immortal. 2- That the 
Juſtice of God might be ſatiafied in the 

_ . ſame Nature wherein the Sin was commit- 0 

„ 7% Man had offended, and therefore a 
Man was to make Satisfaction for the Of- c 
fence. 0 - 

Q. Why was it neceſſary that our Mediator 
JO ny 5 | OP * 

A. That he migkt be capable of making 

infinite Satisfaction to the Juſtice and Ho- 

nour of God, that was infinitely wronged 


and offended by our Sin. 
7 Q, Why was it neceſſary that our Mediator 
bond 


be both God and Man in one Perſow? W* 


4. That the Sufferings of his humane I. 
_ - Nature might receive an infinite Value. 
from the Dignity of his divine Nature; 75 
? his Sufferings being the Suffesings of one 
= who was truly God, tho* he did not pro-, 
| _ perly ſuffer as he was Gd. 4 
Q In how many Offices doth Chriſ execute 


_ the Work of our Redemption? 
A. In three Offices. The Office of a 
Prophet, Prieſt and King. 


. — 3 74 
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I/ Chri/'s prophetick Office. 38 
| car xm | 


* 0 : Gifs Prophetick Office. 


S it widens the Meſſias promiſed in the 
o' Old Teſtament was to be a Propbet ? 

A. Yes. Becauſe Moſes ſaith, A Prophet fhalt 
'p be Lord your God raife up unto you from among 
„ our Brethren, like unto me, him ſhall ye bear 
d = 4! T oe! whatſoever be ſpall command 


von. 


A Q. not this be meant of foe of the 
Id Frophes under the Old Teffament. 
5 A. No. Means: we are re in che tat 
Fobapter © Deuteronomy, uppoſed to be - 
ritten by Era, who was among rhe laft FT 
e 


f the Prophets, Phat there avoſe _—_ 4 
Prophet ſince, in Iſrael like unto Moſes, who 
new the Lord Fare to Fare, in all the 
ions and Wonders which God ſent bim io | 


10 » 


Is it then clear and demonſtrative, that 

Mis Prophecy can” be applied only to Feſtss Chriſt T | 
A. Moſt clear, becauſe he is the only” 
erfon, that was equal to er; yea much | 
operioe | to him: in working Signs and „ 
Sage; and in n to Fre. 
Q: Why © 
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4 Prophet? - | 


_ epritten by 


| wing Work of the Spirit . ſufficient to teach us is 


be an Opening of the Scriptures, ſo an O- 
_  pening of the Heart to receive the ſame. 
e. What is the Reaſon thereof? 


Q. Why is it neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould ly 


A. That he might cure us of our os 
rance, by teaching us the Will of God fo 
our Salvation. : 2 . 
Q. How many Ways doth Cbriſt teach us thi 
Mill of God? 8 
A. T vio Ways. Is By his Word. 2. By 
ds.” 11. ¹¹⁰wm nn I 
-Q. Where is the Word of Chrift contained 
A. In the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament. | 5 
+ Why is it ſaid that the Scriptures. are 
ꝛbe Word of Go, ſince they weve ſpoken and 
en ? " 
A. Theſe holy Men ſpoke and wrote as 


they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. For 
all 1 is of divine Inſpiration. 


Q. 
ning 


hy did God. commit his Word to aprit- 
2 | 2 3 5 N N 
A. That it might be a ſtanding Rule of 


2 Faith and Obedience, and that it might be 


tranſmitted incorrupt to Pofterity, | 
Q. Is the Word of God without - the enlight 


a ſaving MannerrT??“!?Whc _ 
A. No. Tis not ſufficient ; as there muſt 


by 
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Of Chriſt's Prophetick Office. 41 
- A. Tis not from any Defect of the Word, 
for the Scriptures are, ſufficient as a Rule, 
but it proceeds from the Darkneſs of our 
Minds. The natural Man yeceiveth not the 
Things of the Spirit of God, neither can be, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
Q Doth the Spirit teach us ordinarily with- 
out the Word ꝭ | | „ 
A. No. For, the Spirit teacheth us in a 
tational Manner, and in the Uſe of Means. 
He teacheth us, by writting his Laws on our 
Hearts, and ſetting home ſpiritual Truths 
upon our Conſcieaces I. 
Q. What ſvall cue dothat wwe may get ſpi- 
ritual and ſaving Light from Chriſt the great 
Prophet ? | e ee 
A. 1. We are to be ſenſible there is ſuch 
Darkneſs in our Minds, as that we cannot 
by Nature diſcern the Things of God. 2. 
We ſhould be uſing diligently. rhe Means 
of Knowledge ny Grace; that is, we are 
to attend on Reading, and hearing God's 
Word read and preached. The Lord open- 
ed Lyda*s Heart when ſhe waited on = 9 1 


ing. 3. We are to betake our ſelves to 


a of his Law. 5 


Chriſt, who is the Light of the World; e- 


ven that Light which is the Life of Men. 


4. We are to be much in Prayer, that 
Chriſt may reveal himſelf to our Souls, and 
open our Eyes to ſee the wonderful Things 

G e 
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42 4 Praftical Catechiſm. 
"CHAP. xn. 
Of Chrifi's Prieftly Office. 


Q. As it promiſed of the Meſſas under 
ON N the Old — > Srafang ies ſhould 
be a Prieſt? | | 
A, Yes. Tis ſaid, Thos art 4 Prieft for ever 
after the Order of Melcbiſedeck. 
Q. I it evident that this Paſſage is meant 
ef the Meſſias and the Time of the Meſſias? 
A. Tis moft evident. For, 1. Tis meant 
of a Perſon who, like Melchiſedeck, was to be if { 
greater than Abraham, 2. 'Tis ſpoken of 
' one who was David's Lord. 3. Tis meant 
| of a Time when the Jewiſb Law ſhall be C 
changed, and a better Law eftabliſhed 
in its Room: For if Perfection were by 
the Levitical Prieſthood, for under it the 
e received the Law, what further i © 
need was there, that another Prieſt ſhould IF 1 
ariſe after the Order of Melchiſedeck, and not ill f. 
to be called after the Order of Aaron. 
Q.: Can ii be demonſtrated, that this Prophe- | ot 
C5 was fulfilled only in Feſus Chriſt ? | 
A. Moſt clearly. 1. None other hath a- ta 
.. riſen a Prieſt like him. 2. No other was if of 
WITT David 
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David's Lord. 3. None other ever was or 
pretended to be the Surety of a better 
Teſtament. *Tis he, Vo by once offering 
hath perfected for ever them that are ſanc- 
tified. Tis he that hath done away that 
which was imperfect. Tis he that hath 
brought into the World a better Hope 
*'Tis he that bath introduced among Man- 
kind a moſt perfect Law and Religion, 
every Wav worthy 'of God and ſuitable 
to Man's rational Faculties and moral Ne- 
ceſſities. | 
Q: Mhy was it neceſſary that Chrift ſhout 
be a Prieſt? OY 
A. That he might remove our Guilt, by 
3 Juſtice, and reconciling us to 
od. 
of * are the Parts of Chrift's Prieftly 
ce? ; 
8 1 e and Interceſſion. 
. When aid Chrift ſatisfy God's Fuſtice ? 
A. When he Den cnn 5 
on the Croſs. It was then he gave him- 
ſelf for us, an Offering and Sacrifice for 7 
ſweet ſmelling Savoury? ITE SS 
Q: Could the Fuſtice of God be ſatisfied ns 
ot her Way but by the Sacrifice of-Chrift ? _ 
A. Tis likely not, for God would not 
take Pleaſure in the Death and Fufferings 
of his well beloved Son, if the Glory 
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of his Majeſty and Juſtice could otherwiſe 


be ſecured. 


Q. How oft did Chrift offer himſelf a Sacri- 


Fee to ſatisfy Divine Fuſtice ? 


A. Only once. For that Offerin being 
of infinite Value, he needed not offer him- 
ſelf a ſecond Time, therefore by once of- 


Fering be hath perfected for ever them that 
are ſanctiſted. : = 
Q. How could the Old Teftament Saints be 
redeemed and reconciled to God, when Satisfac- 
tion was not yet made to Divine Fuſtice, nor 
#he Price of their Redemption paid ? | 
4. They were reconciled and redeemed 
by Chrift our Surety his undertaking to 
lay down the Price of his Blood, and ſatis- 


fy all the Demands of Juſtice ; even as 
on Debtor is as fully liberate from Priſon 


upon a ſolvent Cautioner his binding him- 
ſelf for the Payment of the Debt, as a- 
nother is liberate upon the Cautioner's 


Paying down the ſame _ 
Q. I. the Atonement which Chrift our great 


High Prieſt hath made to the Fuſt ice of God a 
great Ground of Comfort and Conſolation to the 


contrite Soul: 

A. Tis an unſpeakable Conſolation to e- 
very ſerious Soul. For, may he ſay, the 
Atonement is already made, and is already 
accepted of God, and if I can accept of 


it allo, and be reconeiled to God in my 
| Mind 
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Of Chriſt's Prieſtly Office: 45 
Mind, and ſubmit to the Terms of Re 
conciliation, fying for Refuge to this Hope ſet 
before me, I ſhall be ſafe. For if when we 
were Enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the Death of his Son, much more being recon- 
ciled, wwe ſhall be ſaved by his Life: And not 
enly ſo, but we alſo joy in God through our Loyd 
Feſus Chriſt, by whom we have now received the 
Atonement. : 

Q. What ſhall we do that we may have an 
Intereft in the Atonement he hath made ? | 

A. 1. There muſt be a Soul · affecting Senſe 
of our loft and undone Condition by Na- 
ture, how that all the Faculties of the Sonl 
are ſadly corrupted ; the Mind is ſpiritual- 
ly blind, the Will luſteth co Evil, the 
Heart is deſperately wicked, the Conſcience 
is defiled, the Affections are carnal and 
earthly, and all the Members of the Body 
are Servants to Unrighteouſneſs and to Ini- 
quity. 2. There muſt be a ſerious Conſi- 
deration of the Holineſs and Juſtice of God, 
who is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity: 
And of the Purity and Spiritnality of his 
Law, how that it reacheth *every Sin in 
Thought, Word andDeed,and lays it under 
the Curſe. 3. There muft be not only a re- 
nouncing of Sins, but alſo a renouncing 
all Confidence-in our own Righteouſneſs, 
t hat the few Duties we are able to per- 
form are far from anſwering the broadE x- 
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rent of the Law, or the pure Holineſs of 
the Lawgiver. 4. There muſt be a ficm 


Perſwaſion of the Value of Chriſt's Satis- 


faction and Merit, as being every Way ſuf- 


_ ficient to anſwer the ExaQtion of the Law, 


and ſatisfy the Demands of the Lawgiver, 
and which can only for ever deliver us 
from our Judge. 5. A Perſwaſion that 'tis 


not only ſufficient in it ſelf, but that 'tis 
freely offered to us; that is, that tis of. 


fered to all Sinners who are truly willing 
to leave their Sins and come unto Chriſt 
and live. 6. There muft be a Heart-Satiſ- 
faction in this glorious Device of ſaving re- 
rurning Sinners, by the rich Merits and 
Grace of our Redemer. 7. There muſt be 


an earneft Defire to be found in Chriſt, 
not having our own Righteouſneſs which 


js by theLaw, but the Righteouſneſs which 


is of God by Faith. Laſtly, There muſt be 


the Souls attual pleading Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs, its unfeigned Dependence on it, 
and venturing its eternal Intereſt upon 
the ſame. ; 

Q. How doth Chriſt make Interceſſion for us? 
A. By repreſenting his Satisfaction and 


Merits unto the Father, that by Virtue 


of them our Sins might be pardoned, our 
Duties accepted, and we ſanctified and ſa- 
ved. He intetceeds as one having a Rig bt 


to the Bleſſing he ſeeks, Father, Iwill, ys 
. - 2 


— 
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he, that theſe whom thou haſt given me, may bs 
where I am, that they may bebold my Glory. 
Q: Why was it neceſſary that Chrift ſhould 
make Interceſſion for us ? - 
A. It was neceſſary, 1. That we may 


have Acceſs to God. For ſuch is our Un- 


worthineſs, that in our ſelves we could ne- 
ver approach unto an abſolute God, ſince 
without Chriſt he is a conſuming Fire; 
but through Chriſt's Interceſſion we may 
come unto him: For if any Man ſin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father. 2. "Tis 
neceſſary that we may be able to anſwer 
the Accuſations of Satan, and the Thunders 
of the Law. So that the believing Soul 
may ſay, Who is be that condemneth, ſince 

Chriſt is at the Right Hand of God, mak- 

ing continual Interceſſion for us. 


CHAP. XIV, 


Of Chriſt”s Kingly Office. 


Q. A, it promiſed of the Meſi as under 

'" the Old Teſtament that be ſbould 

be a Ning? 5 ED 

A. Les; "tis ſaid, Tet have I ſet my King 

upon my holy Hill of Zion. „ 
| 84 Q. uh 
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Q. Might not this be meant of David him- 
ſelf, or ſome of his Line that poſſeſſed his tem- 
poral Kingdom? | | | 
A. No; it conld not, becauſe it was pro- 
miſed to this King, that he ſhould have the 
Heathen for bis Inheritance, and the utter moſt 
Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion ; which was 
never accompliſhed to David nor any of his; 
Poſterity, who poſſeſſed but a very ſmall IM * 
0 4 3 _ | | | 
=_ II this Propheſy then fulfilled only in feſus 
' W e foes only Feſ 
A. Oaly in the ſpiritual Kingdom of our 
Lord and nb ar” ee Chriſt, who as he 
gave it in Commiſhon to his Apoſtles, fo go 


and teach all Nations, fo they executed faith- 
fully their Commiſſion : And hence it is, 
the Heathen have become Chriſt's Inheri- 
tance, and the utmoſt Parts of theEarth are 
| his Poſſeſſion. 
Q. Why was it neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould ; 
| be a King? © 5 | 
| A. That he might cure and remove our 
: Rebellion, by enclining and governing our 
| Hearts agreeable to his Will, and ſo make 
| us à willing People in the Day of his Power. 
Q. How manifold is Chriſt's Kingdom? 
A. Tis twofold. 1. There is his eſſenti- 
al Kingdom, which he exerciſes as he is God 
| over the World, in the Methods of his Pro: 
| vidence. 2. There is his mediatorial King- 
| dom 
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dom, which he exerciſes as he is Media- i 
tor over his Church, in the Methods of 
his Grace. | 

Q. What are the principal Acłs of his Media- 
torial Kingdom? 

A. 1. There is the calling and gathering 
of his Church and People. 2. The preſerv- 
ing and governing of them. 3. The full 
glorifying of them at laſt. | 

Q. How doth Chriſt exerciſe his Kingly Go- 


| vernment with Reſpect to his cboſen Ones: 


A. He ſubdues their Minds and Hearts to, 
himſelf in 4 Day of his Power. 2 

Q. How ſhall we know if 4 Day of Chriſt's 
Power bath paſſed upon our Souls? 
A. By our being hearty Volunteers in 
his Service. Thy People ſpall be willing, ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt, in à Day of thy Power. | 
Q. How ſhall we know if we be a willing 
People? 55 5 | 
A. When we are not held to Duties only 
by outward Motives, ſuch as Cuſtom, Edu- 
cation and Applauſe of Men; or by in- 
ward compulſive Principles, ſuch as the 
Clamour of Conſcience, the Curſe of the 
Law, the Fear of Juſtice: But are led on 
in Duty by an unconſtrained Bent of the 
Heart towards God and his Service. 

Q. How doth this appear? | 

4. It appears when, 1. We are as con- 
ſcientious in ſecret as in publick Duties. 2. 
8 When 
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When we are univerſal in all Duties. 3. 
Conſtant in them always and unto the 
End. Nothing can bear out Inwardneſs, 
Entireneſs and Conftancy in Obedience, 
but a vital Principle of Grace within. 
Q. Can any rely on Chrift as their Prieſt who 
are unwilling to ſubmit to him as their King? 
A. No. For if one refuſe to ſubmit to 
Chriſt's Government and Will, 'tis a certain 
Sign he's not burdened with the Yoke of 
Sin, and hence cannot come to Chriſt for 
Reſt: And again, tis a ſure Evidence of 
reigning Enmity ef Heart ro Chrift; and 
hence ſuch an One will not ſeek unto him 
for Reconciliation. 
Qt: What ſhould excite us to ſeek above all 
Things to be among Chriſt's Subjects and Ser- 
vant ? 
A. The Conſideration of theſe Things. 
1. There is none ſo good a Maſter. He is 
the meek and lowly King that comes 
from Zin to fave us. 2. His Yokeris ealy, 
being founded. on Grace, Goodneſs and 
Love. 3. None hath that Righ: over us 
he hath, ſince he not only diew us oat of 
nothing, but ranſomed us when loft, and 
when worſe than nothing. 4. No Maſter . 
fo richly. rewards his Servants.” He gives 
them the Crown of Life, a Crown that fad- 
eth not away. Whereas by refuſing Chritt's 


Government, the Soul remains a Slave to 
| Sin 


* Of Chrift's Humiliation. 5: 
Sin and a Vaſſal to Satan, whoſe Wages are 
only Death and Hell. 


— 


CH A os 
Of Chrift's Humiliation. 


N how many Eſtates doth Chrifs execute 
the Work of our Redemption ? 
A. In two. 1. An Eftate of Humiliation. 


2. of Exaltation. 


Q. Why was it neceſſary that Ghrif ſbould 


undergo a twofold Eſtate? 
A. 1. It was neceſſary that he ſhould 


be humbled, becauſe as our Surety and 
Cautioner he was to ſuffer the Puniſh- 


ment due to us. 2. It was neceſſary 


that he ſhould be exalted, that he might 


beſtow on ns theſe Gifts and Graces that 
were neceſſary for our Salvation. He aſcen- 


ded up on High, that he might lead n 


Captive, and give Gifts unto Men. 
Q. What are the ſeveral Steps of obig. s 


Humiliation ? 
A. There is, 1. His Incarnation,the cloath. 


| ing of himſelf with humane Nature, who 
is God over all bleſſed for ever, 2. His ſub- 


jecting himſelf to the Law, who is the only 
- C 6 Lau- 
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Lawgiver that is able to ſave or deſtroy. 3. His 
undergoing all the ſinleſs Miſeries of this 
Life, ſuch as Poverty, Shame, Reproach, 
tho* he was covered from all Eternity with 
Majeſty and Light, as with a Garment. 4. 
His ſuhmitting to Death, who is the Lord of 
Life. 5, His continuing in the State of the 


Dead, hs is the Reſurrection and the Life. 


Q. What Kind ef Death did Chriſt die: 

A. The Death of the Croſs. The God 
of Glory was erncified. 55 

Q: What Sort of Death was the Death of the 
Croſs ? . | 3 

4. 1 was a painful, ſhameful and ac- 
curſed Death; and our Saviaur ſubmitted 


to it, that he might deliver us from the 


Pain, Shame and Curſe that was due to us 


for Sin. E 


Q. In what Manner did Chriſt die ? 
A. He died meekly, willingly and obedi- 
ently ; As a Lamb led to the Slaughter, he open- 


ed not bis Mouth, but delighted to ds God's Nil, 


and became obedient even unto the Death. 
Q: Did Chrift ſuffer the Curſe of the Law 


for us? 


A.Yes 3 He was made a Curſe for us, that c 
might be delivered from the Curſe of the Law. 
Q. Eo could he bear the Curſe of the Law 


for us, ſince it included eternal Death ? 


4. The Law in its primary Obligation, 
as tis an Emanation of the Holineſs and 
- Juſtice 
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Juſtice of God, requires an infinite Puniſh= _Þ 
ment, correſpondent ro the infinite Evil 
and Demerit of Sin; and were it poſſi ble 
that a Puniſhment infinite in its Nature 
and Degree could de inflicted on a finite 
Creature, Juſtice could not require it to be- 
eternal + But becauſe a finite Creature is 
not capable of a Puniſhment infinite in its 


Intenſion and Degree, it was neceſſary his 


Puniſhment ſhould be infinite its Du- 

ration, that is, be eternal: ni the o- 
ther Hand, Chriſt the Son of God being 
capable:of ſuffering 2 Puniſhment infinite 
in its kind and Degree, neither Law nor 
Juſtice can require of him that he ſhould 
ſuffer it eternally ; nor bear any of theſe 
moral Evils that did ariſe from the natu- 


ral and moral Infirmity of the Sinner. Sup- 


poſe the ſame Sum ſhould be exacted as a 
Debt from a rich and from 2 poor inſol- 
vent Man, the Rich Man is not hereby un- 
done, tho' the Poor Man is; and hereby is 
brought on him a Train of inextricable 
Miſeries and Calamities. 
Q. How could it conſiſt with Fuftice, that an 
innocent Perſon ſhould ſuffer in the Room of the 
Guilty, as we are? | 
A. Tis very conſiſtent with Juſtice ; if 
I. That innocent Perſon have Communien 
with us in our Natute. 2, If he offered 
himſelf freely and willingly, 3: If be was 
| Lord 
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Lord of his own Life, and ſo had Power te 
lay it down and take it up again at Plea- 
ſure. And much more, 4. If he can 
take it up again with greater Advantage of 
oy to God, Honour to himſelf and Hap- 
pineſs to Man. All which are manifeſtly 
true of our bleſſed Redeemer. | 
How long was Chriſt in the Grave? 

. As Fonah was three Days and three 
Nights ia the Whale's Belly; fo was the 
Son of Man three Days in the Heart of the 
Earth; that every one might be convinced 
he was truly pies 

Q. What do the Sufferings of Chrift teac bus ? 
A. They teach us, 1. The horrible Evil 
of Sin, that could not be expiated nor 
purged away but by the Blood of the Son 
of God. 2. The awful Juſtice of God, . 
which could not be aroned but by fuch a 
, raluable Sacrifice. 3. The amazing Love of 
Chrift, that while we were Enemies he di - 
ed for us. 


— — 
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Of Chriſt's Exaltation. 
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Of Chriffs Exaltation. 55 
A. 1. There is his Reſurrection from the 
Dead. 2. His Aſcent to Heaven. 3. His 
ſitting at God's right Hand. 4. His com- 
ing to judge the World at the laſt Day. 
Q. ls it evidently proven that Chrift is 
riſen from the Dead * 

A. Tis made infallibly evident, 1. From 
the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles. 2. From 
the Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, as Pe- 
ter tells in his Sermon; Him hath God exal- 
ted to be a Prince and a Saviour; and we are 
Witneſſes of theſe Things, and ſo is the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom God hath given to theſe that 
obey him, 

Q. ls the Teftimony of Chriſt's Hpeftes, Di 
ciples and Followers, a ſufficient Evidence that 
Chriſt is truly riſen? ef 

A. Moſt certainly. For, as they could 
not be impoſed cn themſelves, after twelve 
Appearances of Chriſt,and ſo frequent Con- 
verſe with him for forty Days after his Re- 
ſurrection; ſo 'tis as evident they could 
have no Inducement to impoſe on others, 
it being certain they could have no Defign 
of their Own to ſet up for, ſuch as world- 
ly Honour, Eaſe or Profit; on the con- 
trary they were warned by their Maſter, 
and laid their Account for ſuffering all 
manner of Reproach, Miſeries and Death - 
So that they knew, if the Goſpel was not 


true, that of all Men they were moſt mi- 
. ED ſerable 
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ſerable in this World, and beſides did ex- 
oſe themſelves to inevitable Damnation 
in'the World to come. Hence nothing but 
2 certain Conviction of Truth could prompt 
them to give ſuch a Teſtimony. | 
Q. How did the Holy Ghoſt atteſt and con- 
firm Chriſt's Reſurrection? | 
A. By enduing the Apoſtles and Diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt with the Gifts of Prophe- 
cy, the Gift of Tongues, and a Power of 
working all kind of Miracles, beſides the 
Spirit of Holineſs, which is granted to all 
Believers. 
Q. Ts the Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt a full 
Demonſtration that Chriſt is viſen 2 
A. Nothing can be poſſibly more fo ; for 
if no leſs than the Power of God could 
do ſuch mighty Works, then no leſs than 
Effects of that Power do atteſt that Chrift 
is riſen from the Dead. | 
| QD. What Nature of Chriſt was raiſed from 
m_ the Dead: | | | | 
2 A. As it was only the human Nature of 
Chriſt that died, ſo it was only this Na- 
ture that could be raiſed from the Dead. 
Q.WhatNatavre did raiſe him from the Dead: 
A. His Divine Nature. It was this that 
after three Days raiſed up the Temple of 
his Body again. 5 5 
Q. What did he declare himſelf to be by ri- 
fing from the Dead? © | 5 
Wa A. He 
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A. He declared himſelf to be the Son of 
God with Power. | 

Q. How did his Reſurrection declare him fo 
be the Son of God? ; | 

A. His Reſurreftion declared him to be 
the Son of God, in as much as it declared 
him to be that very Perſon he gave out 
himſelf to be. Now he gave ont himſelf 
to be the Son of God, and, as a Teftimony 
thereof, he appeals to his Relurrection from 
the Dead; we are fare therefore that he is 
the Son of God, otherwiſe, as he could 
not have raiſed himſelf, ſo Ged had never 
raiſed him from the Dead. 

Q. How long was . Chriſt upon Earth after 
his Neſurrection, before bis Aſcenſion to Heaven? 

4. Forty Days; That be might inſtruct 
his Diſciples of the Nature of his Kingdom 
and Church, and give them Rules and Di- 


rections about his Houſe, and the Govern- 


ment thereof, and give them all Manner of 


Satisfaction that he was truly riſen. 


Q. In whoſe Name hath Chriſt aſcended te 
Heaven ? | | 75 

A. 1, In his own Name, being as God the 
Lord of Heaven, and having as Man acqui- 
red a Right to Heaven, by his perſonal 
Union with the Deity, and by his fulfilling 
all Righteouſneſs. 2. He hath aſcended 
alſo in the Name of Believers, having ac- 


quired a Right to them, and appearing 


there 
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there as: their repreſenting, quickening and 
glorifying Head. oe 
Q. For what End hath Chrift aſcended in-“ 
to Heaven ? 5 | 
A. 1. To take Poſſeſſion of that Glory he 7 
had with his Father before the World be- 
gan. 2. To receive and give Gifts for Men. In 
3. To prepare a Place for his People. 4. To g. 
be the eternal Admiration and Glory of all 
in Heaven. | a 7 
Q. Is it a great Comfort to Believers that 
Chriſt is in Heaven, and has the Diſpoſal of its 0 
Manſions ? | * 
A. Tis great Comfort, becauſe they may 1 
expect kind Uſage from him, who has all Ih. 
the Mercies of God, and all the Compal- 
ſions of Man in him. 
Q. How ſhall we know whether we ſhall 
riſe and afcend to Heaven with Chriſt. 5 
A. 1, If we mortify all carnal and earth 
ly Affections. 2. If wa ſeek and fer our 
Affections on Things that are above, we g 
may be ſure we are rifen with Chriſt, and 


9 aſcend to him in Heaven. 5 

+ Where is Chriſt Feſus now ? - 

A. He is in — him muft the L 
Heavens receive, until the Reſtitution of ; 
all Things. | : | ot 

Q. I not his Preſence promiſed to bis People il , 


21 Earth? 
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4. Yes; And tis certain they find it 
quickning and comforting their Souls ac- 
cording to his Word. 8 

Q. How then can the Heavens be ſaid to 
contain him until the Conſummation of all 
Things ? 

A. Tho' his perſonal Preſence is in 
Heaven, yet his ſpiritual Preſence is with 
B2lievers here on Earth. 8 

Q. What is meant by his Spiritual Pre- 
ſence ? | 

4. His being preſent by his Spirit, and the 
Operations thereof : When I go away, ſays 
he, I will ſend you the Spirit; and when 
the Influences of his Spiric reach the Soul, 
he is faid' to come into it: Even as the Sun 
in the Firmament is ſaid to come into a. 
Houſe when it ſhines in it. | 

Q. In what Poſture is he deſcribed in 
Heaven ? 

A. He is deſcribed as fitting on his Fa- 
ther's right Hand, This Man, after he had 
offered one Sacrifice for Sin, for ever ſat dows 
at the right Hand of God. | 

Q. What is the Meaning of that? _. 

d. It meaneth not that God has any 
Hand properly, for God is a Spirit, and 
b without any Body or bodily Parts: 
'Tis only a figurative Expreſſion, ſpoken 
after the Manner of Men, in Condeſcenſion 
to our weak Capacity; but it muſt be un- 


derſtood 
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derſtood in a Way agreeable to the Na. 
ture of God, As therefore he that is ho- 
nonred by Man is ſet at his right Hand; 
ſo, to expreſs the great Honour, Glory and 
Exaltation of Chriſt after his Humiliation, 
"tis expreſſed” this way, He is gone into 
Heaven, and is on the vight Hand of God; Angels 
and Authorities and Powers being made ſubjed 
„„ a 


Q. How long will Chriſt ſit at the Father's 


riwht Hand? 


. Till he make his Enemies his Foot- 


tool. Wy 
O. What is the laſt Enemy Chriſt will de- 


 fteroy? 


A. Death; and then Mortality ſhall be 
wholly ſwallowed up of Life. 

Q. When will Death be finally deſtroyed ? 
A. At the general Reſurrection; when a 


full and final Triumph will make Beliey- 
ers ſing, O Death where is thy Sting! © 


Grave where is thy Victory | 
Q. Vill Chriſt come again to judge the 
World)“ 4 ES 

A. Yes. Behold the Lord cometh with ten 
Thonſand of his Saints, to execute Fudgment 
#þ on all. e | 

Q. Is the Time of Chriſt's ſecond coming 
known by us ? | EO 
A. No. Of that Day knoweth no Man, no 
not the Angels in Heaven. 5 i 
I, Q. Why 


- 
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a. Q. Why is the Time of Chriſts ſecond com- 
0" ine to judge the World left uncertain to us ? 
d ; A. Thar we might watch and pray, and 
wy always be preparing, left we be ſurprized 
ina our Sins, and hurried away to Judgment 
before our Accounts be ready, _ _T 
* Q. What qualifies Chrift to be the Fudge? 
> A. His two Natures. For 1. As he is 
God, he hath infinite Wiſdom to know all 
Perſons and Cauſes that come before him. 
2. He hath infinite Juſtice to pronounce a 
Righteoys Sentence. 3, He has infinite 
Power to execute that Sentence. 4. As he 
is Man, he is rendered a viſible Judge. 
So that all Eyes ſhall ſee him, even the 
Eyes of them that pierced him. 

Q. At what Hand will Chriſt ſet the un- 
Loady at the Day of Fudgment ? | 
: A. At his left Hand, and againſt them 

will he pronounce thar dreadful Sentence, 
| Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, 
„ trepared for the Devil and his Anfels, _ 

Q. At what Hand will Chriſt ſet the godly 
at that Day ? | 

4. Ar his right Hand, and to them 
will he pronounce that comfortable Sen- 
tence, Come unto me, ye bleſſed of my Fathey, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you before the 
Foundation of the World. ; 1 
Q. What ſhall we do that we may be ready 


fox Chriſt's ſecond coming. | 
j 2 x A. 1. Let 


— 
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A. 1. Let us live always in View of E. 
ternity. 2. Let no Sin be allowed in the 
Heart. 3. Let us daily exerciſe Repen- 
trance towards God, and Faith in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 4. Let us get our Conſci- 
ence purged and pacified in Chriſt's Blood, 
5. Let us ſtudy Holineſs in all the Turns of 
our Life. 6. Let us have a heavenly Con- 
verſation. 7. Let us have our Loins girt 
and our Limps burning, by ſeeking not 
only to have Grace, but to have it daily 
in a lively IZxerciſe. 0 
Q. What dot h the Doctrine of our Recovery a 
Redemption through Chrift teach us? © | 
A. I. It teacheth us to admire the Good- 
neſs and Condeſcenſion of God toward us, 
that God ſhould fo love the World as to ſend his 
only begotten Son into it, that whoſoever believes 
in him might not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life, O the Height, the Depth andBreadth of 


- #be Love of God! 2. It teacheth us to love 4 

. Chriſt Jeſus, who loved us and gave himſelf Nr 

for us, a Sacrifice for our Sins, a Ranſom Is 

for our Souls. To theſe who truly believe F 
Cypriſt is precious. 3. It teacheth us to hate 

Sin, as being ſo vile and horrid in the Sight In 
of a holy and juft God, that none in Hea- 

ven or in Earth could ſatisfie the Demands In 

of his Juſtice for the wrong Sin does him. =, 


4. It teacheth us to live in perpetual Thank- 
fulaeſe and Obedience to God through the 


whole, 


\ 
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whole cf our Lives, ſti ll ng and anſwer- 

ing that Queſtion to our ſelves, What 

all we render to the Lord for all bis 
Benefits beſtowed upon us? O Thanks be 

unto God for bis great and unſpeakable 

Gift! : es. 


o 


8 
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CHAP. xvlII. 


1 — 


the Application of our Re- 
demption in the Believer”s 
Union with Chriſt, 


Mo applies the Redemption whichChri 
* N * F 2 * 
A. The Holy Spirit. So that each Perſon 

in the glorious Trinity hath a bleſſed Hand 

in the Work of our Redemption. 1. The 

Father, he deſigns and contfwes ; 2. The 

Son, he purchaſes; and 3. The Spirit, he 

applies our Redemption. 8 
Q. What is meant by the applying of our 

Redemption? | SO 
A. The Beginning of it in the Soul, or 

the entering of the Soul into the Poſſeſſi- 

on thereof, bh 
Q. Is 
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„ ſults from theſe, and Holineſs is the Be- 


QL there à begun Poſſeſſion of Redeny. 
tion, even in this Life? | 
4. Yes; the whole of our Redemption 
conſiſts in a Deliverance from the eternal 
Miſery of Hell, and a Poſſeſſion of heavenly 
Glory, and both theſe are begun in thii 
Life. . ® | 
Q. When is Deliverance from Hell begun 
A. Tis begun in our Juſtification, where 

by we are acquitted and delivered from 
the Curſe of the Law and the Condemns 
tion of Hell. | 85 
Q Mben is there a begun Poſſeſſion of Hes. j# 
A. Heaven is begun in Sancti fication : 
whereby the Soul is not only made meet 
for, but even enters into that happy State C 

which is perfected in Heaven. 8 
Qi. How prove you that Holineſs or Sancti. : 
cation is a begun Heaven in the Soul? 
A. Heaven conſiſts in a perfect Knoy- 
ledge of God, perfect Likeneſs to him, and 
in the perfe& Satisfaction and Joy that re 


pact „ 7 oof had 1 
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ginning of all theſe in the Soul. | 

Q. How doth the Spirit apply the Redemptiu 
purchaſed by Chrift ? 5 

A. By uniting us to Chrift through Faith, 


I 

G 

Q. What Sori of Union is made beten t! 
„ 8 


4. Tu ; 


Cbriſt and Believers! 


Believers Union with Chriſt. 65 
1 4. federal Union; he is the 
, Repreſentative, they are the Repreſented, 
ll whereby his Righteouſneſs and bis Satis- 
al faction becomes theirs. Hence ſays Chriſt, 
ly Behold I and the Children whom God has gi- 
ll ver: me. 2. Tis a ſpiritual Union, whereby 
Chriſt is the Head, and Belierers ate the 
11 Members ; and as the Head communicate - 
te Life and Senſe to the reſt of the Body, ſo 
nl the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in Believers 
2M communicates Light, Life, Strength andCom- 
fort to their Souls. Hence *ris ſaid, He that is 
4. joined to the Lord is _ Spirit with him. 
Q. What are the Properties vf Chriff's ſpi- 
ritual Union ? ” ESD 
A. 1. Tis a vital Union. The Spirit of 
Chriſt is the Spirit of Life in a gracious 
Soul. 2. Tis an indiſſolvible Union. Death 
that looſeth all the Ties of Nature cannot 
diſſolype the Union between Chriſt and 
Believers. 3. Tis a myſtical Union; *cis 
compared to the ineffable Union between 
the Father and the Son, That they all may 
be one in us, faith our Saviour, 4s bon 
Fat ber art in me, and I in thee. And yet 4. 
Tis real and intelligible. Sure none can 
imagine that tis abſurd, that the Spirit of 
God ſhonld have any Intercourſe with 
the Spirits of Men ; or that the Father of 
Spirits ſhould as eaſily operate ou Spirits 
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Q. What are the Bonds of this Union ? 


A. 7. There's on Chriſt's Part, his Holy 


Spirit, that's the principal Bond. The 
ſame Spirit that's in Chriſt reſts on Belie- 
vers. 2. On our Part there is, 1, Faith, 
whereby we take hold; and 2. Love, 


whereby we keep hold of Chriſt, \ 


Q. What hall we do that we may be united 
fo Chriſt ? N DES, 

4. 1. There muſt be a deep and hum- 
bling Senſe of our Miſery without Chriſt 
None will ſeek Chriſt that think they can 
fhifr without him. 2. There muſt be: 
cafting off all our Sins, for *tis only out 
Ini quities that can ſeparate between Chrif 


and the Soul. 3. There muſt be a lively 
Faith, deſiring after and conſenting to 


Chriſt; for he dwells in our Hearts by 


Faith. . 
Q. When is the Union made? 


A. In our effectual Calling, 


i. —__— 
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Of Hhectual Calling. 67 
A. We mean by it the converting Grace 
of God, whereby we are called and come 
forth from a State of Nature, which is a 
State of Sin, Death and Wrath, into a 
State of Grace, which is a State of Life, 


> 


Peace and Happineſs. 


Q. My is our Converſion deſcribed under 
the Notion of a Call ? | | 
A. 1. To import that we are afar. off 
from God by Nature, or that we are aſleep 
in Sin, and therefore need to be called 
and rouſed by his Voice. 2. To import 
the Manner whereby God converts us, and 
that's by his Word, in a rational Way. 
3. To ſignify how eaſy it is for God ro 
convert Sinners: Tis by a Word ſpeak- 
ing, from him that calleth theſe things 
which are not, ung though they were. 's 

Q. Why is it ſaid to be an effectual Calling? 
As To diſtinguiſh it from the outward 
Call of the Word, which is oft ineffeQual ; 
for many are called by the Word, but few 
are Choſen; or called according to God's 
Purpoſe, as the Apoftle expreſſes it. "Tis 
therefore called effectual, becauſe it rakes 
Effect in the Soul, or it is ſuch a Call ag 
the Soul gives an Anſwer unto, „ 
Q. How doth the Soul firſt give an Anſwer 
to the Call of Chrift in his Word? 
4 Faith is the firſt Anſwer the Soul 
makes unto the heavenly Voite, When the 
© 0, & © on l 
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Lord cries in his Word, Turn ye, turn ye, 
Sinners, hy would ye die? Faith returns 
this Anſwer, Behold we come unto thee, fr 
thou art the Lord our God. | 

Q. What are the ſeveral Steps of the Spi- { 
rit of God in oalling us effetually ? 

A. 1. There is a Work of Conviction, l 
whereby we get a deep Senſe of our Sin . 
and Miſery by Nuture. 2. There is a Work 
of Illumination, whereby cur Minds are i ' 
enlightned in the Knowlede of Chriſt and 
Goipel-Myſteries. 3. A Work of Renovati- il © 
on, Whereby we are renewed in the whole 
Man after the Image of God, and are en- 
abled to believein Chriſt. | 

Q I there any Converſion without Convicti- Ml" 

on? * ks 
A. No; for unleſs we ſee the abſolute Need g. 
we have of Chriſt, we will never come un- 
to him, nor to God through him. Tis only 
theſe that feel rhemſelves ſick that loo 
after a Phyſician ; Tis only the weary and 
heavy laden Sinner that comes to Chriſt 
For Reft. | 3 
Qi. May there be a Mork of Conviction, where WW" 
nu 0 Converſton follows it?: | | 

A. Yes. Judas was convinced but not 

converted. Many others have felt the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, and for Eaſe have run 
unte worldly Pleaſures, Mirth and Buſineſs, 
and not unto Chrift ; and thus have mo 
I 8 
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theſe Convictions, which, if they had en- 
tertained, might have led them untoChrift. 

Q.: How ſhall we know if we be truly con- 
vinced ? i 5 | 

4. 1. We will love a convincing Mini- 
firy. 2. We will be ready always to juſtify 
God, how bitter ſoever the Diſpenſations 
of his Providence be to us. 3. We will be- 
very thankful however it fare with us in 
the World, We will reckon any Thing- 
but of Hell an undeſerved Mercy. 

Q. 1s there any Converſion without-a Work 
of Illumination? | 8 

A. No. For unleſs our Minds be enlight- 
ned to ſee the All- ſufficiency of Chriſt 
and his Suitableneſs to the various Exi- 
gencies and Neceſlities of our Souls, and his 
Willingneſs and Readineſs to ſave us, we 
vill chink and act deſpairingly, as theſe 
People of Fudah, who ſaid, There is no 
Hope, therefore we have loved Idols, and after 
them we Will go. | 

Q. May there be an enlightning of our Minds 
Without Converſcon ? 1 | 

4. Yes. Balaam was enlightned, yet no 
rue Saint; and many others have great 
nowledge of many Things of the Goſpel 
yſteries, yet no true Grace. 

Q. When is Knowledge true and ſaving 
mwledge? © 3 
6 D 3 A. 1. 


70 A Practical Catechiſm. 

A. I. When'tis an affectionate Knowledge: 
So that the more we know Chriſt, the more 
we love him. 2, When 'tis experimental ; 
that is, when our Knowledge of Goſpel- 
truths is accompanied with a ſpiritual 
Senſe and vital Savour of them npon our 
Spirits. 3. When 'tis a humbling Knowledge, 
fo that the more we know God and Chriſt, 


the more vile we are in our own Eyes. 4. 


When tis a practical Knowledge; that 
is, when we do that which we know to be 
our Duty, and deſire to know more, in 
order to do better. N 
Q. What Mean doth the Spirit make uſe of 
in convincing us of Sin. | 
A. He makes uſe of the Law; for by the 
Law is the Knowledge of Sin. 
Qt. What Mean doth he make uſe of for en- 
lightning our Minds in the Knowledge of Chriſt? 
A. He makes uſe of the Goſpel; for there 
Chriſt is /et forth a Profitiation through Faith 
in his Blood for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
Qt. What then is #he Difference between 
the Law andthe Goſpel ? 1 
A. The Law opens up to us our Sin, 
and the Goſpel reveals te us our Saviour. 
The Law lets us ſee our Diſeaſe, and the 
| Goſpel points cut to us our Phyfician. 
Q. It ſeems then that Conviction and Illu- 
mination, tho they are neceſſary in order to Con- 


verſion, and preparatory thereto, are yet but 4 
1 5 prep commm 
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common Work of the Spirit of God in our Cone © 
2 verſton; what then is the main and diſtinguiſo - 
ing Work of the Spirit in calling the Soul to 
God ? | : | 
A. The renewing of our Hearts and 
Minds, and that by a powerful Inelination 
of our Wills to cloſe with Chriſt upon his 
own Terms, to embrace him as a Saviour, 
and voluntarily to render and reſign our 
ſelves abſolutely and entirely to him as our 
rightful ſovereign and Lor. 
Q. How ſhail cue know if our Hearts be re- 
newed ? 5 
4. Generally we may know, if we ha- 
bitually prefer God's Glory and Chriſt's 
Will before all worldly Pleaſures and car- 
nal Satistactions whatſomever. 
Q. What ſhall we do that we may attain to 
| 4 converted tate? LO : | 
4 4. 1, We muſt ſearch and conſider our 
te Ways. 2. be ſenſible of the Evil and Mi- 
b ſery of Sin. 3. Grieve for out Sins. 4. En- 
quire after the Means of Salvation. 5. Lay 
en hold on the Seaſons and Opportunities 
of Grace offered. 6. Hearken to and enter- / 
n, tain the Motions of. the Spirit. 7. Wait oa 
. che Word. 8 Be inflaat in Prayer. 9. Be- 
believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and plead 
and reſt on God's Promiſes in Chriſt of the 
new Heart and new Spirit to be given ac- 
”-© cording to his Word. 
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Q. What Benefits do the Converted partahe 
of in this Life? 
A. They partake of the Benefits of Juſ- 
tification. Adoption and Sanctification, and 
the Benefits that flow from theſe, viz. Aſ- 
ſarance of God's Love, Peace 6f Conſcience, 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Increaſe of Grace, 
and Perſeverance therein to the End. 


CHAP. XIX. 
Of F uſti fication. N 
Q. 2 is it to juſtifie ? 


Tis to abſolve one fron 
Guilt, and pronounce him Righteous. 
Q. Whoſe AS is it io juſtify? 3 
A. Tis God's AQ. For. tis God that juſ- 
tißes, Rom. viii. | 
Q. What moves God to juſiſy? | 
s. Only his free Grace: Therefore tit 
called an Act of God's free Grace. 
Q. What are the Parts of our Fuſtif cation 
A. 1. The Pardon of our Sins. 2. The 
accepting of our Perſons as righteous 1n 
his Sight. 8 
Q. Upon what Account are our Sins pardened, 
and our Parſons accepted? | 
| = . 4. Upol 
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A. Upon the Account of Chrift*'s-Righte- 
ouſneſs imputed to us, who is the Lord our 
4 Righteouſneſs. And ſurely may one ſay, that . | 
in ibe Lord have we Righteouſneſs and Strengthe, | 
„This is the Righteouſneſs which theApoftle 
5 tells us, i revealed from Faith to Faith, 
Q. What is meant by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ? 
A. His fulfilling of the Law for us. Par- 
- WW ticularly, 1. His obeying of the Precepts 
of the Law. 2. His ſuffering the Penalty 
of the Law. The one is called his active 
and the otheg his Paſhve Obedience. 
Theſe two make up theSurety-righteouſneis 
of Chriſt, upon the Account of which Be- 
lievers are juſtified : For as we have Re- 
demption through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins; ſo by the Obedience of this one Man 
many are made righteous. 3 . 
Q. What is meant by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
being imputed unte us? * | 
A. By it is meant, that *tis laid on our 
Account, and that we are dealt with by 
God as if we had performed a perfec 
Righteouſneſs to him. : : 
Q. How doth it conſi with the Truth of 
God to declare a Man to be juſt whois unjuſt ? 
A. If God pronounced us. righteous, in 
our ſelves, this would be a pronouncing us 
nech Righteous when we are not; but when he 
pronounces us righteous inChrift our Sure- 
poi ty, his Judgment is according to Truth: 
2 5 Fo 
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For Chriſt is made of God for us Wiſdom, Rightes 
euſneſi, Sandi ification and Redemption; even 
as 2 Creditor having received Payment 

nog the Surety, counts the Debitor to be 

8 

Q. Fhat is the Ground of the Imputation 

of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs unto us 

A. Our Union with Chriſt is the Ground 
thereof. There is a twofold Union be- 
twixt Chriſt and us, 1, A natural Union by 
his Incarnation, whereby he becomes one 
- Fleſh with us. 2. A ſpiritual Union, Wwhere- |; 
by we are one Spirit with him. 

Q. How could the Old Teſtament People be 
nuftified, when no Propitiation or Righteouſneſs i | 
wa offered in their Stead? | / 
A. By their Faith in the Grace and Right- | 
eouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt who was to come. | 

We believe ſaith Peter, that we ſhall be 

ſaved by the Grace of the Lord Feſus, even 4: 1 


they. , | | 4 
* Q. Lit evident that Believers under the 
Old Teſtament expected Fuſtification oniy fr i c 
the Sake of Chriſt to come? f 
A. Ves; They ſaw thePromiſes afar eff ; They 
gonfidered him as the Lamb ſlain from the b 
Tiaoundation of the World. Abraham ſaw Chriſt's | x1 
Day. Fob knew his Redeemer lived. Fere- * 
miah calls him, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, to 
Jai aß tells, That his Soul ſhould be made an 
Offering for Sin. Daniel lays, He ſhall finifh 
| "5 5 | Tranſgreſſion, 75 
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Tranſgreſſion, make Reconciliation for Iniquity, 

and bring in everlaſiing Righteouſneſs, and that 
25 for this End the Meſſias was to be cur tf. 
_ Q. Since we are juſtified by a perfect Righte- 
nt ouſneſs, how can it be ſaid that Fuſtifecation is 
be an 4& of God's free Grace? —_ 
I. Tho' we are juſtified by a perfect 
n Righteouſneſs, yet Rill-*tis an AR of free 
Grace in God to juſtify us; 1. Becauſe it 
was free Grace in God that moved him to 

| deviſe this Method of Juſtification, 2, Ir 
was free Grace in God that moved him to 
accept this Righteouſneſs of another inftead 
of our Perſonal Righteouſneſs. | 
Q. How is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt received® 
A. By Faith. Hence *'tis ſaid to be 1b 
Righteouſneſs of God which is by Faith of Fe 
ſas Chriſt upon all them that believe. 4 

Q. How doth Faith juſtify us in the Sight of 
: God ?, RE 
. A. Not as a Work done, but as it is the 
” I inftramenc or Hand whereby we lay hold 
on Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. | 
: Q. Doth not the apprehending or receiving 
' 8 Chriffs Rigbteouſneſ. s juſtify us and ſo-Faith juſti- 


es us as "tis a Work ? 


{ A. Strictly ſpeaking, tis not the appre- 
* BB bending A& of the Soul that juſtifies, but 
te Righteouſneſs apprebended : Even as 
a2 poor Man's taking his Alms is neceſſary 
tos his Supply, yet tis not the taking of 

So” — DE: tha 
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the Alms, but the Alms taken that ſuppliet 
him. : | 
Q. ff ue are jqſtified by Faith, how is it 
ſaid by the Apoſtle Fames, That a Man is juſe 
tified by Works, and not by Faith only ? 

A. Tis certain that 'tis Faith alone that 
juſtifies, as the Apoſtle Paul tells, That x 
Man is juſtified by Faith without the Deeds of 
the Law: But yet 'tis certain, that the 
Faith that juſtifies us cannot be alone; even 

as it is the Eye alone that ſees, and yet it 
cannot ſee if it be alone, that is, if it be ſe- 


parate from the reſt of the Body. And here · 


by we may ſee how the Apoſtle James and 
Paul harmoniouſly agree in this Matter, 
Paul ſpeaks of what juſtifies us at the Tri- 
bunal of God, and that is, the Righteouſneſ; 
of Cbriſt appropriate by Faith, on the Account 
of which a Soul can plead for Deliverance 
from his Judge. James again, finding the 
Doctrine of free Grace abuſed by ſome, 
who thought they conld believe well with- 
out living well, he tells them, bat ſac 
Faith is not a true Faith, and fo is not 
juſtifying ; is but 4 dead Faith, ſays he, by 
this ſure Token, that it does not exert it 
ſelf in the Acts of ſpiritual Life. 
Q. How ſhall we know if our Sins be pa- 
m5. | 
4. We may know the Pardon of our 
Sins by the Mortification of them. 2 
. - Where 
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e where the Guilt of Sin is removed, the Power 
5 of Sin is alſo broken 2. We may krow it by 
'* ſincere Conformity of Heart and Life to 
. Chriſt our Head. For all that are juſtified are 
ſuch who were predeftinated to be conform d 
to the Image of God. 3. We may know it 
by our. Love to the bleſſed Redeemer. Fo- 
where much is foygiven, the. ſame will love 
much. 4, We may know it by a filial Fear 
of 'offending God. If we find Forgiveneſs 
with him, we'll thick he ought to be 
feared « | 

Q. Of what uſe is Chrift to 4 Believer al- 
ready juſtified ? 

A. He is our Life, the very Life of every 
Grace in us. He is Wiſdom and San&i- 
fication unto us, and our Conſolation in all 
Sufterings. He is our Example in Meekneſe, 
Lowlineſs of Mind, Humility, Patience un- 
der Miſeries and Sufferings, Holineſs, Love, 
Beneficence, uni verſal and cheerful Obedi- 
ence unto his Father, He is the Way and 


- Mean of our Acceſs to the Father; our 
7 Strengthner and Upholder under Tempta - 


tions, He is our Harbinger from Heaven. 
He is our Maſter and Lord, our Life and 
„Joy, our All in A. RE 
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O Regeneration and Adoption. 


Q. Mai is it to adopt. + 
4. Tis in general to bring 2 - 
Stranger into the Family, and admit. bim 
to Sonſhip. God's adopting Believers 
then, is the bringing of them who are 
far off from God by. Nature, in to his 
Family, the making them his Sons and 
Daughters, and the admitting, them to 
the Privileges of his Children. 
Q.: Are Believers the Children of God? 

A. Yes. To as many as receive Chriſt, to them 
gives he Power to become the Children of. God? 
Q. How is Chrift the only begotten. Son of 
God, fence Believers are alſo his Children? 

4. Chrift js the only begotten Son of God 
from Eternity, and of the {ame Nature and 
Subſtance with his Father; but Believers 
are made the Children of God only in Time 
through free Grace. | | 

Q. How many Ways are Believers the Child- 
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ren of God? 1 Rt" 
A. Two Ways. 1. By Regeneration. 2. ,,, 
By Adoption. 

QQ What is Regeneration ? of 
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Of Regeneration and Adoption.79 
A. Tis the Infuſion of ſpiritual Life in- 
to the Soul, whereby a ſpiritual and hea- 
venly Nature being implanted in the ſame, 
'tis raiſed from Deadneſs in Sin to an active 
Life for God. 5 | 

Q: What are the conftituent Principles of Re- 
generation? 

A. Theſe two Graces eſpecially. 1. Faith, 
which being the Evidence of Things unſeen, en- 
ters us into that new World, called the- 
ſecond” Creation, and puts us upon 2 new - 
Way of living © 2. Divine Love, which is 
the very Life and Soulof the new Nature; 
every one's State and Life being according. 
4 that Love which is predominant in 

im. TE. ns 

Q: What are the Marks of Regeneration? 

A. 1. An earneft and conftant Breathing 
of Soul after all poſſible Nearneſs to God, 
Conformity to him, and Communion with 
him. 2. A native, genuine and kindly Diſ- 
poſition of Soul to walk uniformly. in all 
the Ways of God. Theſe diſtinguiſh it 
from Hypocriſy and Formality in Religi- 
on, and from a ſlaviſh Obedience and a 
Phariſaical Righteonſneſs. a 

Q. IFhat is the Difference between Regen- 
ration and Adoption? | ae NT] | 

A. Regeneration is an inward Operation, 
of the Spirit, giving us the Diſpoſitions of | 


God's Children; Adoption is a Sentence 


transferring /- I 
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trasferring on us the Rights and Privileges 
of God's Children. a 
Q., N, hat are the Privileges of God's Chil- 


en a 
A. 1. They are under God's fatherly 
Care and Proviſion. We are ever-ſare that 
| he will ever provide for his own Family, 
2. They are under his fatherly Protection; 
The beloved of the Lord [ſhall dwell in ſafety, 
baving underneath them the everlaſting Arms 
of God's Power. 3. They are under his fa- 
therly Direction and Conduct. He will 
uide them by his Spirit while here. 4, 
They are his Heirs, For if Sons, then Heirs, 
joint Heirs of Feſus Chriſt, of an Inheritance 
that is incorruptible and eternal in the Hea- 
ve ns. 


Grace: <1 
A. Becauſe it was free Grace in God that 
moved him to adopt us. And great Grace 
it is, not only to pardon Rebels, but to 
make them his Sens; not only to forgive 
Traitors, but to make them his Heirs. 


_ 


f CHAP, 


Q. Why is. Adoption called = AﬀF of free 


TH » = 


ks we. ad ti. an. 


put on the new Man, which after God is creu- 


the Life and Power of Sin, but the Hatred 


— Ss 


O Sanctiſ cation 81 
aA. 
Of Sanfification. 


Q. NHTis it to ſanctiſie : 
A. Tis to purge us from the Filth of 
Sin, and make us holy as God is holy, 

Q. Whoſe Work is it to ſanftify * 

A. 'Tis the Work of the Spirit of God, 
Hence tis called by the Apoſtle Peter, 
The San#ification of the Spirit unto Obedience. 

Q. After whoſe Image are we venewed in 
San@ifecation ?. 7 

A. After the Image of God, The Apoftle 
Paul exhorts us, To put off the old Man, and to 


ted in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. | 
Q. What are the Parts of Sanctification? 
A. Dying unto Sin ; and 2. Living unto 
Righteoulneſs. 
Q. How ſhall we know if Sin be mortified ? 
A. 1. If it be hated: The. Love of Sin is 


of Sia is ſuch a fixed Averſation to it, as 
ſeeks the utter Extirpation thereof, Root 
and Branch. 2. If we make no Proviſion 
for its Luſts. 3. If we check the firſt 
Motions of Sin. 


Sat Q. Is 


82 AJ Practical Catechiſm: 
Q. 1s there an abſolute Neceſſity of the Mor- 
#ification of Sin :. 3 5 
A. Ves; Becauſe either Sin or the Sinner 
muſt die. If our Iniquities be upon us, and 
we pine away in our Sins, how can we 
then live? So that if Sin be ſpared, the 
Life of the Soul goes for it. Hence ſays 
the Apoſtle, If ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall 
die; but if ye through the Spirit do mortifie the 
Deeds of the. Body, ye ſball live. | 
— Are Believers perfectly ſanfified in this 
2 I | : 7 


— A. No; there is ſtill a Remainder of 
Corruption in the beft, whereby the Fleſh 
luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit a- 
gainſt the Fleſh, . 

Q. Why doth God ſtill leave Corruption. in 

bis. People ? eee as ave. 
A. 1. To keep them in a State of Trial 
and Exerciſe here, in order to their Tri- 
umph and Crowning, hereafter. 2. That 
God may magnify. his Power in ſupporting 
their weak Graces in the midſt of ſo many * 
„ Corruptions tram within, and Temptati- 

ons from without. Ir f 
Q. What Difference is there between Fuſti- 
fication. and Sanctiſi cation ? a: | 
— his Fuſtification taketh away the Guilt of C 
Sin, Sanctification taketh away the Filth of 


Sin. 2. Juſtification is the Act or Sentence 


„ ; 0 
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Of Sancti cation. 83 
of God upon our State, abſolving from Guilt, 
er and pronouncing us righteous; Sanctifica- 
d tion is' the Work or Operation of the Spi- 
ve tit of God in cleanſing our Natures. 3. 
ae luſtification is perfect, and done in an In- 
/s fant, Sanctification is imperfe& in this 
Life, and carried on by Degrees. 
be Q. Is San#ification of abſolute Neceſſity ? 

A. Yes, 1. Without Holineſs no Man can 
Je the Face of God 2. Tis Holineſs that's 

the End of all other Bleſſings. We are e- 
lected to be holy, we are called to Sancti- 
fication; we are redeemed to be a hol 
people unto God zealous of good Works. 

Q. What are the Marks of Sanctiication? 

A. t. A Hatred of Sin and the Occaſi- 
ons thereof. 2. A leaving of Sin. 3. KA 
WJ caily Care to pleaſe God. 4. A Heart Re- 
- W ſpeft to all God's Commandments. 5. A 
t © continual Conflict between the Fleſh and 
o the Spirit. 6. A godly and righteous Con- 
7 WW verfation. 7. A Delight in doing Well. 


NM © H AB... -- 


il Of Aſſurance of God's Love and 
Peace of Conſcience. 7 


Q. 4th every Believer Aſſurance of God's 
H Love * 8 * Z 


7 


Every 
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84 Practical Catechiſin. 
A. Every Believer is ſurely loved of God, Fn 
but every Believer hath not the Senſe and þo 
Aſſurance of God's Love: For many of 

them are troubled about their State per- Ie 

haps all their Life. 5 f 

Q Nyy doth God deny the Senſe and Aſu- I 
rance of bis Love to many of his People? | 
A. 1. To teach them rather to live by 

Faith than by Senſe. 2. To mortify their 

Pride, Hence is it, that God ſometimes 

grants Aſſurance to weaker in Grace, to 

help and encourage them under their 

Weakneſs, and denies it to the ſtronger in 

Grace, to beat down their Pride. | 
Q. Hath every Believer- Peace of Conſcience ? 

A. They have Ground of Peace. But 

ofcentimes theſe to whom God hath ſpo- 

ken Peace, and whoſe Sins are forgiven Wfc 

them, cannot forgive themſelves, bur are 

diſquieted in their own Conſciences. 
Q. What hinders theſe to whom God hath 

' ſpoken Peace to have Peace in their own Con- 

ſciences ? 1 | 3 

* 4. 1. The Senſe they have of the Weight 
and Number of their Sins. 2. Their Dif: 
belief of the Promiſes, 3. Their Slow- 
neſs or Miſtake in applying the Promiſes. 

4. The Temptations of Satan, who is an E- 

nemy both to our Grace and Comfort, and 

he ſeeks to diſturb our Peace when he can - 
not hinder our Grace. | „ 

5 : 3 | Q. What's 
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Aſur ance of God's Love, &. 85 

. What's the Difference between true Peace 

of Conſcience and the preſumptuous Peace of Hy- 
pocrites and Unbelieveys ? 

A. 1. True Peace of Conſcience is found- 
ed on the Word, preſumptuous Peace is 
founded only on Men's Imaginations. 2. 
True Peace is the pleaſant Review of a 
penitent, purged Conſcience ; preſumptu- 
ous Peace is rhe Security of a defiled ſtu- 
pid Conſcience. 3. True Peace makes the 
Heart ſerious and tender, careful of pleaſing 
God and fearful of offending him ; preſamp- 
tuous Peace makes a:Man careleſs of Duties, 
and fearleſs oft he Occaſions and Tempta- 
tions of ſinnigg. | 

. Whether it Peace of Conſcience mainly 
founded on Sanctiſication or Fuſtification? 

4. Tis founded immediately on SanQi- 
fication ; for there is no Peace to the wicked; 
no Peace-unleſs a Man can make a humble 
Appeal unto God in the Simplicity of an 
honeſt Heart, that without Guile, or with-" 
out the regarding one Sin in his Heart} he 
ſets himſelf in all Things to pleaſe and 
ſerve the Lord. But yet there are ſo ma- 
ny Imperfe&ions and Sins that cleave to the 
beſt, that every one has Reaſon to ſay, 
ord enter not into Fudgment with thy Servant, 
ſor in thy Sight ne Fleſh living can be juſtified. 
Henee it is that Peace of Conſcience muſt - 
be ultimately and mainly fornded on 1 free 
75 "IE uſti- 
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Juſtification through Chriſt's. Blood appre- 
hended by Faith, - 
Q. What ſhall we do to get Peace of Cone 
ſcience? 
A. We muſt get ak. purged, p 
t 


doned 2 ough Faith in Chriſt, 
| 

HAP. XXIII. 
Of Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, || 
| be t 

Q. Wore 1 mean: by Foy in the Hoh 4 


A. We — by it that heavenly and 
ſpiritual Joy, which the Holy Spirit work: 
eth in us, When be witneſſes with our Shiritg 
that we are the Children of God. 

Q. Why is this Fo called Fay in the Hh 
"ty Ghoſ 1 
1 1. Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt is the 
Author of this Joy. For the Fruit of ti S0 
Spirit is Love, Peace, Joy. 2., Becauſiſ tio 

the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Ghoſt at 


the Matter of this J on 

Q. What is the Nieren rence between Hin the 
Fey and the Foy of the World? 2 * Soi 
4. 1. The ſpirituel Joy is inward, Tf 0 


| good Man hath SatiafaGion in himſelf as 


— 


— 
— 
L 43+ 


— i — - bas es... 


Of Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 87 

a Stranger intermedleth not with his Joy : 
| Worldly Joy is from Things without, which 
hang but very looſely about the Soul, and 

is eaſily blown away by every Tronble. 
4. 2. Spiritual Joy is deep and ſolid,tebear up 
ft. ¶ the Soul under all Loſſes and Croſſes; ſo that 
they can often ſay, as ſorrouful yet always 
rejoicing: Worldly Joy is ſo ſlight and vain, 
that even in the midſt of their Laughter 
their Hearts are ſad ; ſo that they may ſay, 
as rejoicing yet indeed. ſorrowſul, 3. Spiritual 
Joy is durable; tis a Joy no Man can 
take from the Soul, nor can Death kill it, 
nor the Grave bury it. Whereas Death 
HY bereaves the Worldling of all his Delights, 
being it puts a final Period to all his En- 
joyments. i 5 | 

Q: What is the Difference between true ſpi- 
ritual Foy, and that Foy which tempora- 
'y Believers may bave-in the World? 85 

4. True ſpiritual Joy is, 1. Sanctify ing. 
The more Joy we have in the Lord, the 
more Hatred will there be of Sin, and the 
Soul will be more fortified againſt Tempta. 
tions. 2. Tis humbling, The Higher the 
Soul is in Joy, it wil be the deeper in Hu- 
mility. 3. Tis Heart yo It widens 
the Capacity, and opens all the Deſires of the 
Soul for more and more of God. 4. Tis 

WF Obediential. The Soul will run in the Ways 
of God's Commandments, when Tp 

. oy 
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38 A Practical Catechiſm. 
Joy hath enlarged che Heart, Whereas the 
oy that may be in temporary Believers, be- 
4M u only from ſome general Apprehenſion 
1 of the Goodneſs of the Word, or from ſome 
| partial liking to ſome one Promiſe, with- p 
out regarding the reſt; and leaſt of all re- 
liſhing the Precepts; it can never have ſuch , 
Efficacy as to produce ſuch Effect 


in ; 4 
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CHAP. xxIy. | 


Of Growth and Perſeverance in 5 
Grace. | 


— 


: all true Grace of 4 growine Nature] 

2 P. Ves. The Paths of the * as th 
= Morning Light, aubiab ſuineth more and more ur 
1 #0 the perfect Day. But tho* Grace be of: 
[- growing Nature, yet it doth not alwaji 
actually grow, but ſuffers great Deca. 
The Storms of Temptations give oftentime 

. a Check to its Growth and Progreſs. 
= Q. May 4 true Chriſtian be ſometimes grow 
ing in Grace, When be thinks be is decay 

ine? 53 3414 1 
A. Yes; he may, and eſpecially in an Hou 
of Temptation, and in the Caſe of a 
| wit 


in 


tenance. 


| MW Valking with God. 


Of Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 85 E 


withdrawing the ſweet Light of his Coun- 


Q. What are the Cauſes of ſuch a wrong Ap- 
prebenſion ? 1 5 

4. 1. A miſapplying of ſome: Paſſages 
of Scripture. '2: A Man's poring only on 
his Sins, when he ſhould be thinking on 
the Redeemer's Grace. 3. A meaſuring 
of the. Strength of Grace only by the 
Strength of Gifts, as Memory, Knowledge; 
or by the Stir of Affections, when perhaps 
2 Chriſtian, through Age, Sickneſs, or Sor- 
rows, or Temptations, may hare leſs Gifts, 
and leſs. Flow in his AﬀeQions, and yer may 
be more rooted and eſtabliſhed in Humili- 
ty, Self-denial, Serioufneſs of Spirit, Pati- 
ence, Experience and Strength for a holy 


Q. May a Perſon think he is growing in 
Grace, when be has little Grace or none at all ? 
4. Yes, if he Judge by wrong Rules; as 
for Inftance, if he take a warm Fancy for 
warm divine Love, a tranſient Fit of 
Devotion for an habitual 3 Frame, 
a reftraining Providence for a conſtrain- 
ing Grace, a ſtupid Quiet of Mind for 
a pure and peaceful Conſcience, or the 
Gift of Prayer for the Spirit of Prayer. 
Q. What are the Signs of true Grace, tb 
weak in its Degree N 
1 E A. There 


— 


go A Praftical Catechiſm. 
A. There are theſe Things in all true 
Grace. 1. A feeling of Sin to be a Burden, 
2. Poverty of Spirit and Purity of Heart. 
3. An importunate Inquiry after Chriſt and 
Salvation, upon the Senſe of Sin. 4. A 
Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, 
5. A precious Eſteem of Chriſt. 6. Love 
0 e Word., 7. Love of the Brethren, 
3. A Deſire to fear God's Name. 9. Un- 
utterable Sighs and Groans of the Spirit in 
Prayer. 10. A holy Endeavour after Growth 
in "a6 hg 5 5 wot fy 7 

Q. Can any fall totally and nally from 
Grace? C3 TA 20d <4} 

A. No. For the Gifts and Graces of God are 
wit bout Repentance. Grace is a Well of Wa. 


ter ſpringing up to eternal Life, ? 
May not a gracious. Soul fall very foul 
Ys | 4 . 


J. Les. We find very eminent Saint 

have fallen into groſs and grievous. Sins. 
Q. What ſhould ave learn by ſuch Ex. 

amples? | . 
A. We ſhould learn, 1. To beware of. the 
firſt Motions, of Sin, or of venturing on 
Temptations. 2. To be jealous over out 
Hearts, and diſtruſtful of our own- Strength 
and Ability ; be that ſtandeth ſbould take 
| beed leafs be fall. 3. To employ our Minds 


in ſpiritual Exerciſesgand entertain (Rep 
SO wit 


covered with 697 as Fung 2 Garmept, 


Of Df he dle, un igel ca 


with divine Meditation. To live' in a 


humble Dependence on the Mediator, , for 

the daily Aſſiſtance of his Divine Vu 
5. Not to deſpair. of Pardon upon unfeign- 
ed Kepentance _ e to God. | 


4 
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CHAP. . 


Of 'he Ha pp! r o Believers at 


eath. 


yon are the Souls o Believers its | 
erfectly T | 
A. At Piaf. hey ate then the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect. | 
bey are 120% made perfect holy at 
Death? 
A. Becauſe no unclean Thing can enter . ; 
to the Gates of the new Feruſalem } 
Q. Mpere do the Souls T Believers paſs into 
at Death? _— 
A. Tnto Glory : Where the Face of God's 
Throne is turned upon Ae 3 en 
.Q, bas! is it to paſs into Gloy? 
4. Tis to come into the immediate Pre- 


Fa = 


ſence of God, where they ſes how he is 


and 


— 
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92 A Praflical Catechiſm. 
and behold the cleat Luſtie and Shine of a 
oY glotious PerfeQions. 
Q Why do Believers die, when by their per- 
fe# Fuſtif cation the y are' freed — 41 the 
Panmfomene „ 
A. The Death of a Believer is his En- 
trance into theſe glorious Manſions where 
Sin and Mortality: can never approach; h 
and hence their Death is not a Puniſhment 1. 
-but a Gain. 3, The Believer muſt die, that 
he may be perfectly ſanctified as vell C 
as perfectly juſtified ; for as long as the"! 
Body of his Fleſh hangs on his Soul, ſo will 
alſo the Body of his Corruption : The like £ 
we may ſay of all the Afflictions a graciou i * 
Soul may meet with; they are intended to h. 
romote his ſpiritual and eternal Good; and 
_ are not Puniſhments, but fatherly 
CorreQiors, and Fruits of fatherly Love. 
Q. What Difference is there between th 
Bodies of Believers and the Bodies of Unbcliever;, 
tvben both are lying in the Grabe? | 
J. 1. The Bodies of Believers are united 
to Chriſt ; they are ſaid fo ſleepin Feſus; and 


by vertue of that Union they have with ; 
him, the Head, they are raiſed from tie 
Dead. The Bodies of Unbelievers hau 

no Union with Chrift, but are raiſed: fran 
the Dead by his Power, as he is an avful 4 
and terrible judge. 2. The Bodies of Be- 5 


lievers ate ſaid to reft in their Graves; 


Of theBelievers Happi neſt, &c. 93 
they reſt in their Beds, and at the Morning of 
per- = Reſurrection, when that . bleſſed Day 

the duns an them, they awake and Ang, who 

eb in the Duft, But the Gra ve is a Pri- 

ſon to Unbelievers; and at the Reſurrecti- 
on they ariſe like Malef.Qors, who are 
hailed from Priſon to the Place of Execu 
tion. 

Q. Wi bat vrt of Union is there between 
Cbriſt and the Bodies of Believers, when lying 
in the Graue? 

4. Tis a r:lative Union, whereby Chrift 
counts their Duſt to be related ro him, 
as being Parts of his myſtical Body, and 
hence he will raiſe them from the Dead 
as their W. er Hoad, 


> . * 
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of the Happineſs of Believers at 
the Reſt urrett on. 


HAT Hine; do Believers receive from 
Cbriſt at the Reſurrection 
4. 1. Their Bodies will be raiſed up i 
lor). 2. They will be openly 8. 
E 3 _ _ 
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94 A Practical Catechiſm. 
ledged and acquitted. 3. They will be 
made perfectly and eternally happy. 

Q. What glorious Endowments will the Bo- 
dies of Believers have after they are raiſed from 
the Dead ? TR | | 

A. Their vile Bodies will bs made con- 
form to the glorious Body of Jeſus Chriſt; 

particularly, he Body, tho' ſown, in Corrupti- 
en, will be raiſed in Incorruption, tho' ſown in 
Diſhonour, will be raiſed in Glory, t ho' ſown in 
Weakneſs, will be raiſed in Power, tho“ ſown a 
natnra]l Body, will be raiſed a ſpiritual Body. 

Q. What ſhall we do that we may attain un- 
ito a glorious and happy Reſurrection from the 
Dead ? | | Fs Waals 

A. 1. We muſt be found in Chrift, who 
is the He ſurrection nnd the Life. And if welive 
and die in Chrift, then them that ſleep in 
Feſus ſhall be raiſed with him to eternal 
Life. 2. We mait ſtudy the daily Exerciſe 
of Holineſs, and be daily in the Work of 
Mortification. Holinefs is the only Prin- 
ciple of Immortality both to Soul and 
Body. 3. We mult be {juſt and upright, 
fear God and eſchew evil. Tis ſuch that 
can ſay, They know their Redeemer liveth ; 
and tho after this Skin Werms deſtroy the Bo- 
ay, yet in their Fleſh they ſpall ſee God. 

Q. What is it to acquit Believers? _. 

A. *Tis to diſcharge and abſolve them 
from Guilr, and all falfe Accuſations. 


Q. Be. 


4 
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Q Before'whom vill they . acknowledged ? 
A. Chriſt will acknowledge them before 
his mn Father Nur the holy An- 


ow 


2. Mpom 6 Be ae; 

. Thoſe that deny him, hee will be de · 
ny e his beavenly Father. 

Q, Wherein will their Perfect Bleſſedneſs 
con ſi ſt? 

4010 the full Enjoyment of God. 

Q. IL God enj yd by bis People bers on 
Earth ? 

A. Yes. Whom have I in the ed bieb 
hut thee, ſays the Pſalmiſt. He had the 
Poſſeſhon and Fruition of God: And the 
People of God, to their comfortable Expe- 
rience have and; that God hath ap- 
proached near to their Souls, by ſuch 


ſweer Communications of ſpiritual Light, 


Life and Love, as have made them, by De- 
fires to preſs hard for the /iving God, by 
Love tofix their Hearts upon him, arid by 
holy Delight to pleaſe and ſolace them- 
ſelves in the Lord, Yea, the very End of 
all that is written in the Goſpel, is that 
we may have Fellowſhip with the Father and 
the Son. 

Q. Wherein doth the celeftial Enjoyment of - 
God conſiſt? | 

A. In the bebolding the. unvailed Face of 
E 4 G. 
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95 A Practical Catechijm. 
Cod in Righteouſneſs, and in the perfect Sa- © 
tisfaction there is in his per fed Likeneſs, t 
Q. How can any fee | bis Face, when be 1 s 
ſaid to be the inviſible God, whom no Man te 


can ſee at any Time? 
A. He is inviſible to the corporal Eye, ſl «: 
bur viſible to the intelle dun Eye of the E 
Mind. . 1 0 
Q. How can any Saint in Heaven be lh at 
unto God, when tis peculiar to Chriſt to be in ir 
be Form of God, and to be the expreſs l- 2 
mage of his Father's Perſon ? w 
A. Jefus Chriſt is the only eſſential and 
ſubſtantial Image of God, but Angels and 
Saints are ſo many painted Draughts of the 
Divine Excellencies; even as the Image of 
a Prince is one Way in his Coin, and ano- 
cher Way in his Son. | C 
Q. What Difference is there between our En 
jeyment of God in Heaven, and our Enjoyment i 
God in Earth? 3 : 
4. 1. The Erjyyment. of God in Earth 1 
jmperfet ; here we ſee him but 4s in a Glaſs 
We have dim Thoughts of God and dul Q 
Affe ctions towards him; being renewed bu 
i part. But our Enj»yment of Qud in Her 
ven is perfect, for we {hall have the cle 
Knowledge of God, perfect Conformity un. 
to him, and unconceivable Satis fad ion and 


Joy of Soul reſulting from both. 2. Her 


Ou 
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- our Enjoyment of God is much interrup- 
ted. There is none whoſe ſweet Com- 
1 munioan with God is not oſten interrup- 
ni red, by a fad Eſtrangement of their Hearts 
from God, and the hiding of God's Coun- 
e,  tenance from them. But in Heaven our 
Enjoyment of God is without Interrupti-- 
on and without End. There we ſhall fit 
„hat the Fountain of living Waters, and drink 
in in divine Joys, as they proceed immedi- 
[- Wl ately from God, without Interruption and 
without End. | * E 


d — —— — — 
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Cf the Moral Law, as contained 
in the Ten Commands, and 


Mar is the Duty which God requires of 
Ma?” 355 

4. Obedience to his revealed Will. 

Q: What did God at firft reveal to Man 
bor the Rule of bis Obedience? 12 
A. The Moral Law. 5 

Did be give any other Law to the Jews? 

4. Yes; He gave them alſo a ceremonial 
and judicial Law. E 5 Cb 


98 A Practical Catechiſm. 
Q. What was the Ceremonial Law ? 

A. It was a ſymbolical, typical Service, 
pointing to Chriſt, the great attoning Sa- 
crifice, and all the Benefits purchaſed by 
his Death. | 

Q. What «was the Judicial Lau? 

A. It was a Conſtitution relating to the 
_ evil Government of the Jet. | 
Q. What is the Moral Law ? | 
A. Tis the eternal. Rule of Righteouſ- 
neſs, reſulting from the rational Creature's 
natural Relation to God and one another. 
Q: Are ue under any of theſe Laws but the 


Moral Lau? 6 
A. No. For all that is typical and im- 


perfect is done away. © 
| . Is the moral Law a Rule of our Obe di- 
ence under the Goſpel? | n 

A. Yes. The Law is holy, and the Com- 


mandment holy, juſt and good. 
. How can it then be ſaid we are not under 


the Law but under Grace? „„ 
4. The Meaning of this is, that Believeis 
are not under the Law as a Covenant of 
Works ; that is, they are not under the 
condemning curſing Power of the Law, nor 
are they to ſeek Juſtification by the Works 
b of the fame: But yet they are to ſet it bes 
= fore them as a Rule, according to which 
0 = they are to endeavour to order their : tho 


F 
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2nd Lives. For do we make wid the Law of 
God through Faith? God forbid ; yea we eſtabliſſs 
the Lau: For the Grace of God that bring- 
eth Salvation hath appeared to all Men, teach- 
ing us, thatgdenying Uneodlineſs and worldly 


5 Lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly 


in this preſent World, 

Q. How ſhall we know what is moral and of 

eternal Obligation in all the Commands of ibe 
Word, and what is not ? 
A. If God gives a Law and gives a Rea- 
ſon for it that is eternal, 'tis a Sign the 
Law is moral and of immutable Obligati- 
on, provided the Reaſon of that Law be 
internal and proper to the Nature of the 
Thing. | | | 

Q: 77 not the Examples of holy Men in 
Scripture binding upon us ? x 

4. The Examples of Things juſt are 
binding, tho' not always the Examples of 
Things lawful. Becauſe what is lawful 
at all Times, may ſometimes not be expedi- 
ent. Much leſs are the Actiens of holy 
Men to be imitated that were only occa- 
ſional, or only relative to a certain State 
of Things; and as little when they did 


Things upen a great and violent Neceſſity, 


unleſs we were in the like Neceſſity. 

But whatever Actions are approved in 

Scripture, and agreeable. to the general 
: = 4*- -< | 
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Rules of piety, Juſtice, Truth, Mercy, 
Temperance ; theſe ought to be follow- 
eJ. 
Q. Where is the Moral Law ſummarily com- 
prebended? | | 
J. In the Ten Commandments. | 
Q. What is the Sum of the Ten Command- 


| ment.: 


A. Love i is the fu'flling of the Law, for if 
ſupreme Love to God and ſincere Love to 
Man reign in the Heart, none ot the Com- 
mands will be greivous to us. | 

Q. How are the Commands divided? 

J. In:o two Tables : The firſt Table 
containing the Duries which we owe im- 
mediately to God, in the firſt four Com- 
mands; and the Coen Table containing 
the Duties we owe to Man, in the other 
fix Commands. 


Q. Mbat is the Sun of the firſt. Table of the 
Lat? 


4. The loving the Lord our God with all cur 
Heart, with all our. Soul, with all our Strengib, 


and with all our Mind. 

. What's the Meaning of this.? 
1 It means, that we love nothing above 
the Lord our God, or in Compariſon with 


= him, and that we expreſs this Love in all 
Duties belonging to any Part or Power of 


Q. What 5: 


the, whole Dian, Soul and Body: 


— 
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Q. What's the Sum of the ſecond Table of the 
Law ? 
A. The loving our Neighbour as our 
ſelves. 
5 What is the Meaning of this? | 
ur Saviour gives us the Meaning of 


ir in that golden Rule, Whatſcever ye would 


that Men ſpould do to. you, do ye the ſame 0 
them? 

Q. But what if one ſhould love that bis 
Neighbour ſuould cauſe him drink to Intemper- 
ance, doth it follow be is to de tbe ſame to 
bim? | 
| A. By no means, For tis not carnal cor- 
rupt Self-love, but natural innocent Self- 
love, that is the Meaſure of loving and do- 
ing to our Neighbour : Tis to do as we 
would be done to from a well informed Judg- 
ment. | 

Q. Parents would have their Children to be 
obedient, are they from this Rule to be obedi- 
ent. alſo ts their Children? 

Ai No. For the- Rule is, To do as 
we would be done unto in the ſame 
Relations, and in the ſame Circumſtan- 
ces. ; | g 

Q. Which is the firſt Command ? 

A. Thou ſoalt — no ot her Gods before | 


Nie. 
Q Which 
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Q; Which is the ſecond Command? 
A. Thau ſhalt not make unto thee any gra- 
ven Image, or any Likeneſs of any Thing that 
is in Heaven, abque, or \ that is in the Earth 


. ben eath, or that 14 in the Waters under the 


Earth, thou ſhalt not . bow .down to them, 


nor ſerve t hem, for I the Lord thy God 


am a jealous God, vifiting the Iniquities 
of the ' Fathers upon the ' Children - unto the 


Third and Fourth Generation of them that 
bat e me, and ſbewing Mercy unto Thouſand; 


ef them that love me and keep my Command- 


| ments. 1 25 


Q:. Which is the Third Commandment | 2 
A. Thou ſvalt not take the Name of the Lord 
thy God in vain, for be will not bold him guilt- 


| Teſs that taketh his Nanie in vain. 


Q. Which ts the Fourth Commandment 2. 
A. Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it 


holy. Six Days ſhalt thou labour and do ail thy 


Work s,but the Seventh Day is tbæ. Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God, in it thou ſpali nat do any Work, 
thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, nor thy 


Man. ſervant, nor thy Maid-ſervant, nor thy 
Cattle, noi thy Stranger that is within thy 
Gates, for in Six Days the Lord made Heaven 


and Earth, the Sea and all that in them is, 


and reſted the ſeventh Day; wheyefore the 


Lord bleſſed the Sabbath Day and hallowed it. 


Q. Onght we to obſerve the firft Day of the 


Week as the Chriftian Sabbath? 
| N | 5 4. Yes, | 


— 
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A. Yes. t. Becauſe on that Day our Lord 
did perfect the Work of our Redempti- 
on for our eternal Reſt. 2. Our Lord did 
appear uſually to his Diſciples, and the 
Holy Ghoſt fell on tbe Apoſtles, on that Day. 
3. The Apoſtles ordinarily diſpenſed the 
Word and Sacraments on that Day. 4. Such: 
Things are named the Lord's as are only of 
Divine Inftitution, as the Word of the 
Lord, the Cup of the Lord; and fo allo 
this Day is called 25e Lords Day. And it 
may be added, God's greateſt Works ſeem 
to be done on that Day. The higbeſt 
Heavens, the Place of the eternal Sabbath, 
were that Day created; That Day was 
brought forth the firſt Light of the World, 
anſwerable to which, Chrift the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs did ariſe on the firſt Day of 
the Week with healing under bis Wings, 
Q: Which is the fifth Commandment } _ 
A. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that 
thy Days may be long uon the Land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. 8 
Q Which is the Sixth ? 
A. Thou ſhalt not Till. 
Q: Which is the Seventh ? 
4. Thou ſbalt not commit Adultery. 
_ Q. Which is the Eight ? — i 
4. Thou ſhalt not Steal. 
Q. Which is the Ninth? 


* 
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104 A Practical Catechiſm. 
. Thou pal vo, bear falſe Witneſs ageing 

thy Neighbour. PE If 

_ "Q. Which is the Tenthr 

A. Thow ſhalt not covet thy Neighbors Houſe, 

thou ſoalt not covet thy Neighbours Wife, nor 


bis | AMan-ſervant „ ner bis Maid. ſervant, Ty .. 
his Ox, Nor bis Aſs, nor any Thing that is.,thy 


Neigbbours. 


Q. What Rules may be laid down for un- 


derſtanding all the Commands. ; 
A. The firſt general Rule is, That in 


all the Commandments there is ſomething 


required and ſomething forbidden. 
1 * How do, yon explain this Rule? 
A. 1, When we are forbidden to have a»y 
other God, but the great God, our Maker, we 


are commanded to know, chooſe, and wor- 


ſhip him as our God. 2. When we are for- 


bidden to worſhip God by Images, we. are com- 


manded to go about all Parts of his Wor- 


ſhip, as for Inſtance, Prayer, Praiſing, Read- 


ing and Hearing his Word, and Receiving 
the Sacrameats, in the Manner he hath ap- 
pointed. 3. When we are forbidden to bl 
pheme our Maker, and take his ſacred Name 


in v4in, we are commaaded ro live in the 


-outmoſt Veneration to all his Names, Fitles, 
Attributes, Word and Works. 4. When we are 
commanded to Remember the Sabbath Day ænd 


Keep it boly, we are forbidden to neglect pub- 


lick Ordinances that Day ; much more to 
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ſpend the Lord's Day idly or wickedly. 
5. When we. are commanded. to Honour 
our P rrents, we are forbidden to be diſre- 
ſpe&ful, diſobedient-or ſtubborn to them. 


6. When we are forbidden to fake away 


the Life of our Neighbour, we are command- 
ed to do and give what is needful for 
their Preſetvation, as we ſtand obliged, either 
by Relation or humane Compaſſion. 7. When 
we are forbidden Adultery, we are command: 


ed to preſerve our own and our Neighbour s 
ay pa ue lg and Actions. 8. 
When we are forbiddento fteal,we are com- 


manded to ſeek and labour only for a lawful 
Purchaſe, and to render everyOne his own. 


9. When we are forbidden to lie, we are 


commanded to ſpeak Truth from the Heart 
ſincerely, clearly and freely. 10. When we 
are forbidden to covet what is our Neigh- 
bours, we are commanded to be content 
with what we have. Poe 
Q. What is the ſecond general Rule for un- 
derſtanding the Commands ? 0 | 
A. The Law is ſpiritual, and hence 
every Commandment requires not only an 


outward but an inward Conformity in the 


Temper and Acts of the Soul- | 
Q: How may the firſt Command be explain d 
by ibis Rule? 75 


4. When it forbids Atheiſm and Idola- 
try, it alſo forbids. Ignorance, Forgetfal- 
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166 A Practical Catechiſin. 
neſs and Miſapprehenſion of God; Un- 
"Belief, ondue Self-love, and Selt-ſeeking ; 
and the loving, © fearing, - truſting and 
eſteeming any created Object more than 
Ged. And when it commands” the Knows 
ledge and Worfhip of the true God, it alſo 
commands Faith in "God, Repentance, 
the Fear. of God, Submiſhon to him, and 
the eſteeming, chuſing, defiring him, and 
re joicing in bim above all Things. 
He may the ſecond Command be erplain- 
e by this Rule? 2%, 
A. When we are forbidden to worſhip 
God by an Image or Likeneſs, we are for- 
bidden to Conceive of him under any bodi- 
Iy Shape; and when we are commanded 
to go about af Parts of Divine-Werſhip, 
only in th hes appointed. in his Wotd, we 
are comttiznded to yield a profeſſed Fub- 
je kkion to the Word, and to have 4 facred 
egard to all the Ordinances of Divine 
Affiris: cen 
Q. Heu may the Third Commandment be 
OW ohh n: nk 541 
A. When it ſorb.ds to prophine or abuſe 
the facred Name of God, it alſo forbids 
Pride, Unthankfulneſs, Slightneſs and Va- 
nity of Mind in his Service, unworthy or 
wicked Thoughts of God, miſinterpteting 
his Providences, finding Fault with - his 
Government, contemning his Word, = 
& 4 vj 2.5 4 ti E 
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the wearying of or ſnuffing at his Ordinan- 
ces. And when it commands the holy and 
reverend Uſe of God's Name, and of every 
Thing wherein he maketh himſelf known 
to us, it requires an high EReem of God, 
an awfulDeference to him, a profound Vene- 
ration of all his Excellencies, a bumbleBow- 
ing to his Authority, a ſerious Obfervation 
of his Providence, a believing and affeQio- 
nate Regard to his Word and Ordinances. .. 
Q. How may the fourth Command be explain d 
by this Rule ? kan | 
A. When it requires to ſanQifie the 
Sabbath, it requires that we count it ony 
Delight, the Holy of the Lord and Honourable 5 
that we find Pleaſure in all the proper Ex- 
erciſes, of that Day, as in praying, preach- 
ing the Word, reading and hearing it, Par- 
tieipatioh of the Sacraments; and patticu- 
larly that we bear in our Minds 4 Re- 
mem brancè of the two great Benefits of 
Creation and Redemption, the Sum of 
Religion. And. when it forbids the pro- 


phaning of that Day, it forbids weary- 


ing of the publick and private Exercifes of 
Religion called for on that Day; the let- 
ting the Thoughts, Affections and Cares 
of the Heart tun about worldly Things; a 
wandring Heurt in Time of Orlitaneds: the 
finding out our own Pleaſures, and ſuffers 
ing a Delight of ſpiritual Things to fade. 

" 25 Q. Hoty f 
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108 A Practical Catechiſin. 
Q. How may the fiſth Command be ex- 
Main d by the ſccond genera! Rule? *' _ 
A. When it command, us to honour. our 
Parents, it commands us to love and obey. 
them, and bear with their Infirmities. And 
when it forbids us to diſhonour them, it 
forbids all Dislike to them, a grudging 
their Authority, a Contempt of their Age, 
a ſlighting of their lawfal Counſels and 
Commis. i147 io e 
Q. H may the pxth Command be explain- 
ed by this Rule? | r 
A. When ir Fferbids us to take away our 
Neighbours Life, it forbids Hatred, Envy, 
Malice, Wrath, Deſire of Revenge. And 
when it requires the Preſervation of our 
Neighbour's Life, it requires Love, Com- 
paſſion, Meekneſs, Geatlene fs, Kindneſs, 
Longſuffering, forgiving and forbearing one 
anather. „ 106 F077 4 3 2 
Q How may the ſeventh Command be ex- 
| Pain'd by ibis Rule? 9 | 
A. When it forbids, Adultery, it forbids 
an nnclean Imagination, and all impure 
Thoughts, Affectlons and Purpoſes. And 
when it requires Chaſtity, it requires ſeri- 
ous Watchfulneſs over the Heart, and over 
the Eyes, and over all the Senſes, that they 
be not enticed with tempting. Objects, and a 
ſpee dy and conſtant oppoſing the firſt Moti · 
ons, and Riſings of unclean, Thoughts in 
the Heart. * 5 45 How 
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Q. How may the eight Command be explain- 
ed by this Rule? ö 134 2A 9 
A, When it forbids ſtealing, it forbids 
Covetouſneſs, Envy at the Proſperity of 
others, diſtruſtful Care about getting and 
keeping worldly Goods. And if it requires 
2lawful purchaſing of Wealth to our ſelves 
and others, it requires a reſtraining of all 
inordinate Affections to the Things of this 
Life, a Moderation of our Eſteem of the 
Things of the World, a juft and provident 
Care about them, a Dependence on God's 
Providence for every Thing, a cafting our 
Care on the Lord, © 23 5 
Q. How may the ninth Command be explain 1 
by this Rule? | . 


A. When it forbids falſe witneſſing againſt 


our Neighbour, it forbiddeth envying his 


Gifts or Graces, grievirg at his Credit, re- 
joicing in his Diſgrace, a ſcornfal Con- 
tempt of ſome, and fond Admiration of 
others without any Reaſon or Ground. 
And if it requireth the ſpeaking the Truth 
to and of our Neighbour, it requires the 
loving and defiring his good Name, rejoi- 
cing in his Graces, ſorrowing for his Sins; 
and that whatſoever Things are true, honeft, 
lovely and of good Report, we love and think 
en theſe Thines. den 0 
Q. How may the tenth Command be ir- 
Rain d by this Raule? 
4. The 
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A. The tenth Command is a moſt zemark. 
able Example of the Rule, or rather the, 
Role it ſelf. I had not known Luft, ſaith I x 
the Apoſtle, except the Law. bad ſaid, then t. 

| ſhalt not cover. And our Lord, in explaining In 
the Law of Maſes, Matb. v. ſheweth, that p 
by any Irregularity or inordinate Motion 
in our Thoughts, We become guilty i in Gods , 
2 N 5 
HMhat 1s the third general Rule for unde: is 
Panding the Commands? p 

A. When one Dory 3 is required, all Du- f 
ties of the ſame Kind are required: And ;; 
when one Sin is forbidden, all Sins of the fl y 


ſame Kind are forbidden. . 
Q. How do you explain the prſt * acl G 
cording to this Rule? 0 


J. If denying or disbelieving God be 
orhiddew i in the firſt Command, it for- 4 
bids alſo a Strasgeneſe of Heart and anAver- 
ſion of Mind to Nod, deſpiſing bis Com- 5; 
mands,- grieving his Spirit, quarrelling bj: li 
Government, denying any of his Attributes, I ;; 
tempting of God, Hereſy, Apoſtacy, vain xr 
* Credulity, carnal Pteſumption, Compad: 28 
and conſulting with the Devil, en | 
% our W077 1 e burning Incenſe 40-08 Ml 41 


8 Drag. 
Q. How ny . bend Comment be a” P: 
nun iy this Rua d dar cue 150 R 


—— 


2 1 *- 


2 If th 


Of the Moral Bau &c. 111 

k A. If it forbids the.worſhipping of God | 
he by Images, it alſo forbids Will-worſhip, 
th Superſtitios, humane Devices, Ceremonies, ö 
0 taking from ot adding to the Word of God, ; 


og if cegleGing, contemning, corrppting, or op- | 


"ar i poling any of Gad's Ordinances: 2442 | 
on i Q- How may the third Command be explain d 


ds Wl according to this Rule? 


M4 175 ien 90 Salt. Nena 7922 
e- is forbidden, then not only Per jusy, Blaſ- 
pbemy, ſinful Curſing, ſinful Oaths — 
v- forbidden, but ſinful Vows, ſinful otte- 
nd ries, breaking of lawful Covenants and 
e Vous, making a Profeſſion of Chriſt's Name 
in Hypocriſy, the xeviling. or oppoſing of 
1. God's Truth, Grace and Ways; thele are 
forbidden likewiſe, - - + 
be Q. How do you explain the fourth Command 
*. according to this Rule ?“) 80 
4. If we are commanded to ſanctify the 
u- abbath, we are alſo. commanded the re- 
is ligious Obſervation of Faſts and Thankſgix- 
„ ings, publick, or private or ſecret; Which 
in ¶ are Ordinances under the New Teſtamant 
25 2s well as under the Old. p 3 3 221217 
1883 2 22 in the fifth Command a- 
1 ¶ cording to this Rule? 5612 An 
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4. It it requires the honouxing of our 

- Bf Parents, it requires us zo be dutiful in all 
Relations. As for Inſtance, it commands 

I that Parents love and provide fortheir: — 
| | ten 
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112 A Practical Catechiſm. 
dren, and Children reverence and obey ©: 
their Parents: That Husbands be affee- p 
tionate and provident *o their Wives, and 
Wives be helpful and obedient to their fl * 
- Husbands, That Magiſtrates be careful 
of the Safety of their Subjelts, and r 
Subjects be reſpeRful to their Rulers, ir 
and ſubje& to their lawful Commands: in 
That Miniſters be careful in feeding their | 
Flock, and People be loving, teachable fl © 
and obedient to them in the Lord: That 3! 
Maſters be juft and equal and moderate to G 
their Servants, and Servants be ſubject to 
their Mafters, and ſhew all good Fidelity in I u. 
their Service and Truſt. In a Word, that o 
all muſt beware of envying their Superi- V 
ors, or deſpiſing their Inferiors, or u- 
ſurping Preheminence over their Equals, il 
according to this general Rule? : 
A. If it forbids the taking away of out 
own Life, or the Life of our Neighbour, i © 
it forbids opprefling, detrauding, Clamouy, lo 
Evil-ſpeaking, provoking Words, quarrel- © 
ing, duelling, ſtricking, wounding, muti- dc 
lating; and all withdrawing or withhold- 
ing the neceſſary Means of Life. -— 
DQ. How doyou enjlain the ſeventh Comma 
According to this Rule? © 

A4. If it forbids Adultety, it forbids For- 
aication, Rape, Inceſr, Polygamy, n 
4 ? - 
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tal Pollutions, filthy Communications, im- 
pudent Behaviour, immoderate Apparel. 
Q. How do you explain the eight Command 
according to ths Rule? 
A. Whenit forbids Theft, it forbids the 
receiving what is ſtolen, fraudulent deal- 
ing, falle Weights and Meaſures, Injuftice 
in Contracts or Bargains between Man and 
Man, removing of Land-marks, Extortion, 
Uſury, Bribery, denying what is ftray'd 
and loſt, treſpaſſing on our Neighbours 
Ground by Beafts, a rigorous Exaction of 
Debts, ſtopping our Ear at the Cry of the Poor, 
unlawful Callings, taking away the Means 
of our Neighbour's Livelihood, all unjuſt 
Ways of taking or withholding from our 
Neighbour what belongs to him. 

Q. How do you explain the ninth Command 
according to this Rule? | 

4. When it forbiddeth falſe witneſſing, 
it forbiddeth Forgery, ſinful Silence when 
called to ſpeak, ſpeaking the Truth unfea- 
ſonably, or ſpeaking it maliciouſly, miſ- 
conſtructing Intentions and Words, uſing 
doubttul and equivocal Expreſſions to the 
Prejudice of Truth and Juſtice, Whiſpering, 
Back-biting, ——— Tale- bearing, — 
and partial cenſurinꝑ, flattering the Wicked, 
and aggravating the Failiags of the Good. 

Q. How may the tenth Command beexplain'd i 
by this Rule? 5 ; 
0 F A. When 
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4. When it forbids coveting our Neigh- 

bouts Goods, it forbids an envying of his 
Eſtate, or a ſecret Grudging at his great- 
er Proſperity. 

Q: What is the fourth general Rule for un- 
derſtanding the Commands ? ; 

A. When any Thing is commanded, all 
Things that are Cauſes or Means of the 
ſame are commanded alſo; and when any ; 
Thing is forbidden, every Thing that ic an  ; 
Ein or Temptation thereof is forbid. if ;| 


den alfo. 9 | þ 
. How do ye apply this Rule for the better g 
underſtanding of the firſt Command ? N 


4. Ii Atheiſm, Idolatry andSuperſtition are ff , 
forbidden in the ſirſt Command, then are al- 
ſo forbidden, Darkneſs andStupidity ofMind, il , 
Deadnefs and Unſavourineſs of Spirit as to 
the Things of God, a Conceit of our owe i. 
Self- ſufficieney, Forgetfulneſs, ef our De. ff ſh 
endence on our Maker, Unmindfulneſs of N 
Bis Works, flighting hisWord, and over look- be 
ing his Providence. n 
Q. How do ye Apply this Rule for the better pro 
underſtanding of the ſecond Command ? vat 
A. When it forbids *s worſhipping of God the 
" by Images, it forbids. all grofs Conception lick 
ot God, Pride in one Underſtanding, a Con- WM Re 
ceit that we can deviſe berrer : Mezns of If He: 
pleaſing him than Wy — bath are 
| impenitent Srubborgeis ia re- pri 
GY Ap 2 fuſing 5 
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fuſing to comply with God's gracious Coun- 
ſel and his merciful Deſigns of reclaim- 
ing and accepting penitent Sinners. 

Q. How do ye apply this Rule for the better 
under ſt ending of the third Command: ; 

4. When it requires a holy and reveren@ 
Uſe of the Name of God, and of every 
Thing that hath a Divine Stamp upon it, 
it requires alfo a ſerious and frequent Me- 
ditation of the Majeſty and Greatneſs of 
that God, with tubom we bave to da, a deep and 
humbling Senſe of our own Unworthineſs 
and Vileneſs in his Sight, unfeigned Re- 
pentance of Sin, a ſtated Submiſſron to God, 
and à conſt ant Deſire to fear his Name. 

Q. Hoe do ye apply this Rule for the better 
underſtanding of the fourth Commandment ? 

A. When it commands we ſhould ſanc- 
tify the Sabbath, it commands that we 
ſhould ſeriopſly prepare our ſelves for the 
Work and Duties of the Sabbath, that we 
beware of Formality, Prefumption, Dead- 
neſs, Coldneſs, Slightneſs of Heart in ap- 
proaching to God; that we be buſy in pri- 
vate by Prayer, Meditation and reading of 
the Word, in order to fit us for the pub- 
lick Service of that Day; that we put a - 
Reftraint upon our ſelves, and ftop the 
Heart, when the Affections and Thoughts 
are wandring in Time either of publick or 
private Duty; _ we ſet eur ſelves aꝑart 
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ro meet with God, as theſe that know they 
attend a great God, and are ſeeking great 
Things from him, even Pardon, Peace, 
Grace, and Glory; that we count the 
whole Sabbath our Delight, and not think 
our own Thoughts, do our own Works, or 
ſpeak our own Words on that Day. | 
Q. How do you apply this Rule for the bet. i | 
ter underſanding of the fifth Commandment ? | « 
A. When it requires a careful Performance Þ » 
of all relative Duties, it requires Humility, | 
Self-denial, a due Efteem of our Neigh- 
bours, univerſal Benevolence, Goodneſs, 
Benignity, forgiving the injurious, relier- 
ing the neceſſi tous, loving the $296 0 
pitying the bad, and having a heartyGood- 
will ro all our Fellow-creatures. 
Q. How do you apply this Rule for the better 
underftanding of the ſixth Command ? 
A. When it forbids t kill, it forbidsAngper, 


Wrath, Pride, Envy, carking Care, immo- ſed 
derate Grief, revengeful Thoughts, and . 
venturi n to fierce and Nit: 
violent Paſſions. . Ne 
Q. How do you apply this Rule for the better ¶ ſuc 


wnderftand: the ſeventh Command ? wth 

- . Luſts of the Fleſn, 'ca 

it forbids Idleneſs, Gluttony, Drunkeneſs, un- 
chaſt Company, laſciviousSongs, Stage- plays, 
and all other Proyocations to unclean 


Tale. 
ET Q. H 
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Q. How do ye apply this Rule for the bet- 
at ter underſtanding of the eieht Commandment? - 
: 1. When it forbids ſtealing, it forbids the 
he Want of a lawful Calling, Sloth and Idle- 
nk © neſs in our Calling, Prodigality, expence- 
or ful Gaming, venturing our All upon great. 

Uncertainty, Covetouſneſs, a Haſte to 
t. be Rich, deceitful praifing in Selling, un - 
? I dervaluing in Buying, not being uſeful 
with what we have, and not having the 
Uſe thereof our ſelves: 

Q. How de ye apply this Rule for the beiter 
wnderſtanding of the ninth Command? | 
4. When it forbids falſe witnefing againſt © 
aur Neig hbour, it forbids an undue Eſteem of. 
our ſelves, ſelf-applauding TROY III. 
will to our Neighbours, undervaluing of 
them, Revenge of Injuries, flattering the 
Great, Contempt of the Poor. * 
Q. Hoe may the tenth Command be explain- 
ed by this Rule? 3 
A. When it reſtrains from Covetouſneſs, 
ad Nit requireth us to be kindly affected to our 

Neighbour's Welfare, to be content with 
er Much Things as we have, to be careful in 

auth eng, but in every Thins by Prayer and Sup- 
ſn, * to make "our Requeſts known unto 
im ⸗ 04, 1 
7 . Q. Phat «© the fifth general Rule for un- 
an Wer anding cur Duty? | 2 
| EF3 4 A. The 
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4. The whole Law is to be obeyed en. 
tirely. 550 
Q. How do ye explain this?? 
A. There muſt be a Reſpect to all God's 
Commandments. We malt be correſpon- 
deat to the whole Law of God, and ſome- 
thing in every Part of us mult be ſo cor- 
reſpondent · Our Honeſty and laduftiy in 
our particular Calling muſt not be made 
a Ptetence for not worſhipping God ; and 
our devotional Exercifes cannot excuſe the 
Want of Juſtice and Honeftty'in our lawtul 
Employmeats. i 

G. Cay there be trut Religion towards God 
without Moral Honeſty and Juſtice towards 
Man? | | 
A. No, by no means. For true Religi- 
on requires us to ſtudy to do whatſoeverThings 
are true, whatſoever Things are pure, what/q- 
ever Things are hoxeft, whatſoever Things are 
lovely, and whatſoever Things are virtuous ani 
| praiſe worthy: And for one to ſay, he honours 

his Father in Heaven, while yet he hates 
and injures his Brethren upon Earth ; that 
he is devout in the Church, when yer he 
is deceitful in the Marker, or deceirful in 
his Work; this is but vile Hypocriſy in 
the Sight of God, | 
Q. Can there be true Moral H. neſty without 


Religion? 
* . A. No; 
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A. No; for if one ſhould ſay he is blame- 
leſs, while yer he negleQ>Devotion to God, 
it would be as if be ſaid, that he keeps 
all the Commandments, while yet he ne- 
glects the total Sum. of them, which is 
to love the Lord with all his Heart: And 


whatever good we do to Men, if we con- 


ſider them not in Relatios to God ie exer- 


ciſe no Moral Virtue in Relation to them, 


bec a uſe nothing is done to them from right 
Piirciples, or for right Ends. _ 

Q. What is the general Uſe of the Law? 

A. It reveals to us che holy Nitare and 
Will of God ; it informs us our Duty, and 
binds us to the frame. 1 

Q. What is the ſpecial Uſe of the Law ? 

- 1 as a School-maſter leading us to 
% | 

Q. How is the Law 4 School-maſter lead- 
ing us to Chriſt ? A 


A4. 1. Tis by the Law we have the 


Knowledge of Sin. 2.*Tis the Law that 
reveals the Wrath of God from Heaven 


againſt every Sin, and lays it under the 


Curſe. Hence, 3. We are made ſenſible of 
the abſolute Neceſſity of Chriſt's Satisfac- 
tion and Righteouſneſs. And hereby, 4. 
We are made to flee for Refuge to lay hold 
on this Hope ſet before us. | 
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CHAP. xxylIll. 


. Of Man's Inability to keep the 
, Commandments of the Law 
_ perfettly, 


Q. IS any of the fallen Poſterity of Adam 

r Ct, perfediy! 

- 4. There is no Man living that finneth 
aut. Thee is none righteous, no not one. 

Q: Is it not ſaid of Job, David. and other 
Saints that they were righteous and perfect? 

- 4. Les; but 'tis meant of a Perfection of 

Sincerity, or a perfection of Parts, and 


not of an ab'olute Perfection, or a PerfeRi- 


» 


- ou of Degrees. | 


Q. #hat"'s contained in Siucerity, or a Per- 
fection ef Paris ? 


Conformity to the Will of God in every 


Thing- 2. An actual Endeavour in the Uſe 
of all Means for the attaining of this Con- 


A. It contains, 1. A ſincere Aiming at 


formity. 3. A real attaining of fomerhing of 
t his Cent oimĩty, out ward and inward, in e- 


vety Faculty of the Soul and Member of 
the l ody, to every Part of God's La w, tho“ not 
in theDegtee we would be at. 4. 4 I 

- pre- 
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unfeignedly; That in Simplicity and godly 
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pteffing on for farther Degrees of Holineſs. 
So that whatſoever we attain we reſt not in 
ic, but forgetting the Things that are bebind, 
we preſs to the Things that are before. | 

Q: How doth the ſacred Writings deſcribe this . 
Sincerity of Saints? „ 

A. Tis deſcribed in a great Variety of 
Phraſes ; particularly, That they do the 
Will of God from the Heart; That with 
good Will they de Service; That they 
prepare their Hearts to ſeek the Lord God 
of their Fathers; That they delight in the 
Law of God in the inward Man ; That they 
ſerve him with a willingMind ; That their 
Hearts are right with God ; That they fear 
God and eſchew Evil; That they turn 
unto the Lord with their Whole Hearts 


Sincerity,, they have their Converſation in 
the World; That that they havea-Reſpe& 


to all God's Commandments. , . 


ed 
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Of the Evil and Deſert of Sin. 
Q. Do. every din a ſirve the eternal Wrath | 


of God ? | 
$3.5 Fs e aux 


* 
— 


122 A Practical Catechiſm. 
4. Yes; the Mages of Sin is Death. 
Q. What is there in Sin that makes it de. 

Serve the Wrath of God? 

A. Sin is a Contempt of Ged who is in- 
finite in all Exellencies. Hence there 
is an infinite Malignity in it ; being that 
20 infinite Affront and Injury done to 

od. | £ 
Q. How doth this appear ? 
A. No Sin can 22 wherein ſome- 
thing is not preferred to God, which is 
infinitely inferior to him; or where there 
is not a queſtioning, whether God be our 
chief Good, or ought to be owned as our 
ſupreme Lord. | | 
Q. Us there an infinite Evil in Sins of Omiſ 

ſon as quell as in Sins of Commiſſion ? 
A. Ves; for Sins of Omiſhon are the 
Fruit of Atheiſm and Unbelief, which 
Hinder many to ſay, where is God my Mater 

2. They flow from Pride and Self-ſuffici- 

ency. The wicked through the Pride of bit 

Heart ci not ſeek after God. 3. The final 

Sentence of Condemnation at the laſt Day 
will paſs againſt Sinners, becauſe of their 
Sins of Omiſkon as well as Sins of Com- 

” - miſhon, Matb. xzv. Becauſe, when 1 «pas 
| bunery, ye gave me no Meat; a Stranger 
and ye took me not in; naked and ye cloathed 
me not; that is, beeauſe ve did de ee 
ers; 


good Oſi ces to my People and Mem 
ein —— _*. "pas 


* 1 


2 


yet there are different Degrees of this Con- 


ned, yet they may riſe in their Malignity, Wi 


. 
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Depart, will Ckriſt then ſay, from me ye 
curſed into ever/afling Fire. 

Q. Do inward Sins of the Heart deſerve the 
Wy ath of God, as well as outward Sins of the 
Life? WE | 

4 Yes. For 1. Theſe are the Cauſes of 
outward Sins; out. of the Heart proceed evif 
Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Fornications, 
Thefts, falſe witneſſing, Blaſphemies. 2. Hy- 
pocriſy lyes mainly in Heart-fins ; as when 
a People draw near ro God with their Lips, 
while their Hearts are far from him. 3. The 
very Strength and Root of Sin lyes in 
the Heart's being alienated from God, dif- 
inclined to Good, and inclined to Evil. 

Q. Are al Sin, equal in their Hainouſneſs ? 
A. No. Some Sins are compared to Gnats, Ul 
others to Camels; ſome to Motes, and others - | 
1s Beams. | 1 ffs 

Q. But iſ every Sin bath infinite Evil in it, 
bow can one Sin be greater than another, fince 
what ic infinite can receive no IniTeaſe ? 

A. That every Sin is infinitely evil, is 
evident, as is faid, from this, that tis a Con. 
tempt of him who is infinicely good; But 


G1 PP 


tempt ; ſo that tho' all Sins be infinitely 
evil, with reſpet to the Object contem- 


according to the Degrees of the Ad of that My 


Fg 


bbellion againſt a Prince would be more hai- 
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Contempt. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, that an 


Offence againft the ſupreme Ruler ſhould 


be admitted to be rhe higheſt Tranſgrel: 
ſion, becauſe done againſt the higheſt Dip. 
_ nity ; according to this Suppoſition, no Of. 
fence could be higher, in reſpect of the 
Object. But notwithſtanding of this, a Re. 


nous than ſimply to ſpeak evil of him. 
Q. Whether are Sins againſt the firſt Table 
or Sins againſt the ſecond moſt hainoms ? 

A. Sins againſt the firſt Table. 1. Be- 
cauſe that which is againſt the higheſt 
End is moſt evil; and Man's chief End 
and Happineſs lies mainly in turning all 
the Powers of our Souls upon God, and 
exerciſing theſe Graces that directly ter- 
minate on him, 2. If a Sin againft our 
Neig hbour's Goods be lefs than what is a- 
gainlt his Life, becaule Life is more than 

Food; then much more a Sin againſt 
God; fince for his Sake, and at his Com- 
mand, we are to part with our Life. 

Q. Whether are Sins againſt the Law, or 

Sins againſt the Goſpel greateſt Sins ? 
4A. Sins againft the Goſpel ; becauſe he 
thay fins againſt the Goſpel, fins, 1. A- 

' gainft the cleareſt Beams of Light, and the 
Arongeſt Eadearments of Love. 2, He 


- tranfgrefleth more Laws, being he fins a- 
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1inſt the Law of Nature, the moral Law, 
i; 3nd the Law of Faith. 


8 
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' "CHAP. 206: 
bf ſaving Faith, 
Q. 725 ſhall we ho to be = the 


— 


Wrath and Curſe due to us for Sin ? 

4. We are to be in the Exerciſe of Re- 

pentance rowards God, and Faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 5 

Q. How is Faith diftingnifued ? 

A. There is 1. An Hiſtorical Faith, 2. A 
ſaving Faith. And, 3. A Faith of Mi- 
tacles. | | 

Q. What is meant by an Hiſtorical Faith ?. 

A. By it is meant a ſimple Aſſent to the 
Truth of the Word, and of the Things re- 
vealed in it, as one gives Credit to the 
Truth of a Hiſtory. ; | 

Q. Is not this ſufficient ? | 

A, If the Aſſent be full; that is, if there is 
not only a firm Perſuaſion, that the Things 
revealed are true; but alſo a Belief, that 
they are as truly good as they are reveal- 
ed to bez this wilt neceſſarily draw with it 
all che other Ads of Faith, But if our 
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 Aﬀent ſhould have reſpe& only to the 
Truth of Things revealed, while yet we 
have no Regard to their Goodneſs, or our 
| Intereſt in them; the Devils believe after 
this Manner, and tremble. _ 

Q- What then is requiſite to true Faith | 

4. Not only a Perſuaſion in the Mind of 
the Truth of Things revealed, but alto a 
Conſent of the Heart to them, as © wortly 
of all Accept atlon; for with the Heart Man 


believeth unto Rigbegonſneſs, and with the 


Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salvation.” 
_ Q,What is meant by the Faith of Miracle: 
A. By it is meant a particular Truſt and 
Confidence in the Power of God, for the 
producing of fuch a particular Effect. 
Q. Can this be where there is no ſaving 
Faith? | , 
A. Yes; our Saviour brings in ſome ſay- 
ing at tie laſt qudgmenz, Lord baue we 
not caſt out Devils, and done many wonderful 
Works in thy Name; to. whom be will pronounce 
| that awful Sentence; depart from me, ye wick- 
| ed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for tbe Devil 
and bis Angels. And the Apoſtle Paul ſup- 
poſes it poſſible, that one might bave Faith 
to remobe Mountains, who yet is deſtitute 
of Love to God and Men. =o 
H can this be ? Is it not bardey to be- 
Lieve 4 Produftion of Miracles, thay to believe 
in Cbriſt for Salvation ? | 


A. No, 


W e a. 
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A. No, it is not; if God hath revealed 
he will confer ſuch a Power, becauſe a 
Belief of God's Power is natural and writ- 
ten in Men's Hearts; whereas the Promi- 
ſes of Life and Salvation to guilty Sin- 
ners are more evangelical and ſupernatu- - 
ral; and therefore tis more hard to believe 
them. 

Q. What is ſaving Faith ? 

A. 'Tis a ſaving Grace, whereby we re- 
ceive Jeſus Chriſt, and rely upon him a 
our Prophet, Prieft and King for the Sal- 
yation of our Souls. | ; 

Q. Why is it called a Grace? | 
' A. Becauſe we canaot work it out our 
ſelves, but *ris ſupernaturally and freely 
wrought in us by the Spirit of God. 

Q: Why xs it called a ſaving Grace? 

A. Becauſe there is no Salvation withont 
it, and whoſoever have it are entitled to - 
Salvation. 5 

Q. Whats the ſpecial Object of Faith ? 

4. Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, True 
Faith it hath a ReſpeQ to all the Word of 
God; it afſents and conſents to all the 
Promiſes, Threatnings, Precepts, Prohibi- 
tions: But eſpecially it looks to Chiift, 
I bave determined to know nothing among yon, 
ſays ho Apoſtle, but Feſus Chriſt and bim 
CYHArRedas © ; 
Q. hat are the principal difs of Taub t 


, Is 


* * % 4 
8 * © a = 
NCT OT —— x — ho, — wa. — 
5 — —_—_ ——_— o — 
. 
, — 


— 


128 A Prafical Catechiſm. 


A4. 1. The zecevisg ot Chtiſt. 2. The 
Souls reſting upon Rim, as a Prophet, 
Prieft and King. 273 

2 IFhat is it to receive Cbriſt? 

"Tis to make Choiſe of Chrift, and ts 
WF. that he ſhall be all that to us, and 
do all that for us, which God hath ſent 
him. to be and do, as our Mediator and 
Head, - 
| Q 3 * are the M irłs of a true Ge to 
Chr! 

. *'Tis a full Conſent to him in all 
the nds Offices, of a Prieſt. Prophet and 

King. 2. An abſolute Conſent, without 

any Limitation or ſecret Reſerve; a Con- 


ſent to him in all Points, for. Wiſdom, . 


Righteouſkeſs, Sanctification and Redemp- 
tion. 
. What is it to reft on Chrip 2 2 
pf of *'T'is the Soul's humble and EY IPA 
- Dependence on Chriſt in all his Offices, 
and particularly on his Righteouſneſs and 


x Pardon and eternal Life, and all the Bleſ- 
ſings that relate to the fame; 


dend and wearied ? 


fad Red to our Souls. we 


Sacrifice, as the only meritorious Cauſe of 


Q. When the Soul is ſaid by Faith to lean and 
reſt on Chrift, doth not this 75. that *tis bar- ; 
q A4. Yes; ; and by leaning on Chriſt we 


& ma 
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. What is it that burdens the Soul? 
A. Tis Sin. Mine Iniquities are. 4 beavy 
Burden, ſays the Pſalmiſt, teo heavy for me. 
Q. What is there in Sin ſo burdenſome to the 
Sus 2 5 
4. The Soul is burdened, 1. With the 
Filth and Pollutien of Sin, as that which 


makes it loathſome- to God. 2. With the 


Guilt of Lin, which/is as a dead Weight 
finking the Soul downwards to Hell. 3. 
With the Power and Strength of Corrup- 
tion, oppreſſing the Mind and Spirit of & 
ſerious Soul. : | 

Q. What is there in Chriſt to give Reſt to 
the weary burdened Sinner? 

A. There is all Fulneſs in him. t. A 


Fulneſs of Satisfaction and Merit,to expiate 
Guilt, to finiſh Tranſgreſſions and make 


an End of Sin: Whereby he makes our 


Peace with the offended Majeſty of Heaven, i 


and ſa ves us from the Strokes of his Juſtice. 
2. There is a Fulneſs of the Spicit in him, 


to give Light, Life and Purity to dax, | 


dead and defiled Souls. 
Q. When tis it that by Faith we veceive and 
reſt on Chrift as our Prophet? : 
A. When we are deny'd to our own car- 


anal Reaſonings, and are willing to be 


taught by him, ſabmitting our Minds to 
the Revelations of his Ward. _ 


Q. When 
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Q When isit tbat by Faith we receive and 
reft on Chriſt as our Prieſt? 

A. When we are denyed to our own 
Righteouſneſs, have no Conceit or Confi- 
dence of our ſelves, and are willing to be 
a 110g oaly by the Righteouſneſs and 
Merits of our Redeemer. | 
Q When ts it that by Faith we receive and 


reſ on Cbriſt as a King ? 


A. When we are deny'd to our own Wills, 
do not ſtudy to pleaſe our ſelves, but are 
pleaſed that Chriſt by his 22 ſhould 
rule us, and incline us to himſelf, and we 


rely on the Power of his Grace, to make us 


2 willing People in his Service. 
Q. How is the Grace of Faith diſtinguiſbed 
41 fo its Degrees | . 
4. There is a ftrong Faith and a weak 
97 55 74 \ FL 
Q. What ave the Marks of a ſtrong Fab 
A. 1. A cleaving to the Lord, notwith- 
ſtanding many Troubles, Oppoſitions and 
Diſcouragements, ſaying with Job, The 
be ſhould flay me, yet will I truft in bim. 2. 


Earneſt Wreſtlings with God in Prayer, and 


Pleading with Moſes upon all his Attributes, 
and that proclaim'd Glory of his, That be i 
the Lord God mereiſul and gracious, pardoning 
Taiqnity, Tranſgrefſion and Sin. 3. A look- 
ing over all Improbabilities unto the Faith- 


L * fulneſs of God, as Abrabam againſt 2 
oi - : e- 
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lelieved in e. 4. A Rejoicing in Tri- 
bulation, 1a. of the Love of God that is 
hhed abroad in the Heart. 

Q. What are the Marks of a weak Faith, 
tho* ſound and ſaving ?. 

4; If Faith be ſound at the Bottom, it. 
will look uprightly zo Chrift for Righte- 
oufneſs and Life; and there will be a 
mourning for Unbelief, and earneft Prayer 
for Increaſe of Faith. But yet tis but 
weak, where, 1. There is much doubting. | 


er. 3. Where there is fainting in Adver. 
ſity. 4. Where there is a greater Truſt 
in Means than in Chriſt. 5. Where the 
whole of a Man's State and 1 rhe 9 

meaſured by feeling. | 
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C 1 A P. XXXI. 
Of Repentance. unto Life. 


Hu, is it to repent of Sin ? = 
It is to motirn for Sia and turn 


e it. 

Q. h dot h the maurning for Sin include 

in it | 
4. "i 


— . 2 7 : ©. 
132 A Practical Catechiſm. 
A. 1. A deep Sight and Senſe of Sin, tn i 
its evil Nature and evil Conſequences, t 
being that whereby God is offended, ibe 
Law violated, and the Soul damned to e- 18 
vorlaſting Woe, if not pardoned and pur- ä 
ged away by the Mercies of God and Me- i 
rits of a Redeemer. 2. It imports Con- Þ 
trition and Sorrow of Heart for Sin; where- I t 
by a Perſon not only ſeeth that he is a Sin- 2 
ner, but ſorroweth under that ſinful and 2 


| — fad State, and melts in penitential Con- f 
wmition; renting his Heart and not his ft 
E Sic ET | ti 
Qi. What Sort of Sorrow is this ? LI b 


A. Tis a fincere and ingenuous Sorrow, 
port ſo mack for being obnoxious to the 10 
Curſe of the Law, as that a gracious and I 
a holy God is offended, a jyft and holy F 
Law 1s broken, and the Image of God is li 

* deficed. - 

Q. Why is ibis Sorrow required ©  _ 
4. 1. To ſet us at Enmity againft Sin, as 
being an evil and bitter Thing. 2. To re- C 
commend Chriſt co the Soul. For theſe 0 
that are fick will prize the Phyſician.” P 
Q. What's the other Part of Repentancy ? ſr 


4. Turning from Sin. | 

2. What doth this include? 

= 4. 1. A rooted Senſe and Perſuaſton in fi 
= tbe Mind of rhe Vileneſs and Danger of Sin. 
2. Ar habitual Averſation of Heart from 


- Us 


0 
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it. 3. A Care to reſiſt and re: oarce Sin 
through the whole of our Lives. | 
e Q. What are the Properties of turnirg from 
- Sin ? _ 
5 A. 1. It is a true turning from Sin, as it 
. is Sin, or as 'tis a diſhonouring of God, a 
- K Breach of his Law, and a Contrariety to 
his Nature and Attributes. Therefore, 
2. Tis an univerſal _—_— from all Sins; 
Ia turning from ſecret as well as open Sins; 
from ſmall Sins as well as from great Sins ; 
from Sins of the Heart as well as Sins of 
theLife ; and from faſhionable and credita- 
ble Sins, as well as diſgraceful ones. 3. 
'Tis a conſtant turning from Sin in the ſets 
led Berit of the Heart and Tenor of the 
Life, and not in Fits only, or in a Fear of 
Puniſhment, or in ſome Pang of Devotion; 
like theſe whoſe Goodneſs was only like 
the Morning Dew that ſoon evaniſheth. 
Q. Is it enough that we turn from Sin? 
A. Whoever truly turn from Sin, turn to 
God. For tis only when Men turn from 
one Sin to another; as for Inſtance, from. 
Prophanneſs to Superſtition, or from Pre- 
ſumprion to Deſpair, that they are ſaid to 
turn, but not to the moſt. High. But 
when they turn from Sin, as being diſplea- 
ſing to God and a Tranſgreſſion of his Law, 
their Hearts are turned to pleaſe the Lord, 
and inclined to obey his Law. 56 
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Qt. How ſhall we know if e be turned un- 
to God? EM Say 
A. If we be turned unto God, 1. Our 
moſt pleaſant Thoughts will be habitual- 
ly of God. 2. Our Hearts and Affection: 
will cleave to him, and be terminate upon 
him. 3. In all our Actions, whether ci- 
vil or religious, we will bave a Senſe of 
God upon our Spirits, and a Reſpe& to 
his Will. | ST SET . 
Qi. How does the Soul turn ſrom Sin to Cod 
A. By full Purpoſe ,and Endeavour after 
new Obedience. | oo 
Q.: Why is Goſpel Obedience called new O- 
bedience ? _ 
4. Becauſe tis from new Principles, for 
new Ends, and in a new Manner? 
Q What are the Principles of Goſpel Obe- 
/ TEAS 
A. 1. It muſt proceed from Faith; for, 
as without Faith tis impoſſible to pleaſe 
God in any Inſtance of Duty, and whar- 
ever is not of Faith is Sin; ſo we are to 


do every Duty in ſuch a manner as we can 


be accepted, and we are accepted only in 
Chriſt. 2. Goſpel Obedience muſt proceed 
from Love to God ; far 'tis only Love to 
God in Chrift that will make us willing 


and boundleſs in Duty. Then only will we 


run in the Ways of God's Commandments, 
© when be bath enlarged our Hearts. 2. ie 
| 4 | my 
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muſt proceed from reverential Fear, and a 
rofound Adoration of God. We ate to 
take heed to the Frame of our Hearts and 
Courſe of our Lives, as theſe who know 
that God is in Heaven, and we upon Earth, 
and that his Eyes do ſee, and Eye-lids try 
the Children of Men. 
Q. What are the Ends of Goſpel Obedience ? 
4. 1, The Glory of God, our Creator 
and Redeemer and SanQifier. 2. The Sal- 
ration of our precious immortal Souls. 3. 
The Good and Edification of others. . 

Q. In what Manner are we to obey God? 
A. We are to obey God, 1. freely and 
willing'y. Devils may perfarm a con- 
rained Obedience, but wwe are to be 4 wil- 
ling People in the Day of his Power. 2. Uni- 
verſally and abſolutely, without regarding 
any Sin, or excepting any Duty. For we 
cannot obey God aright, unleſs we have a 
Reſpe& to all his Commandments. 3. Cor- 
dially and affeQionately. Tis the Heart 
that the Lord requires, and therefore with 
purpoſe of Heart we are to cleave unto 
the Lord, ſerving him with the beſt Bent of 
our Hearts, and the ontmoſt Extent of our 
Power. 4. We are ta abey God hahitual- 
V and conſtantly. We are to keep his 
Command ments always even unto the Ead. 
We are to he filing up erery Hour with 
HY | — Duty 
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Duty, and bringing Holineſs with us into 
every Action of Life. | 

Q. What are the Marks of true Repentance ? 

A. The Apoſtle gives us ſeven Marks, 

2 Cor. vii. 11. 1 A ferions Carefulneſs to 

avoid Sin. 2. A judicious clearing of our 


our Sins unto God, in all their aggravating 
. Circumſtances. 3. A holy Indignation againf 
Sin, and an abhoring of our ſelves becauſe 
of the ſame. 4. A filial Fear of Cod, and a 


| Deſire to be wholly freed. from Sin, and to 
get Grace and more Graces, 6. A Godly 
Zeal to perſiſt in mortifying Sin. 7. An im- 
partial Revenge on our ſelves, in cutting 


uſing holy Severities againſt our ſelves, 
by ing, watching, c. ? 
Qi. By what Motives ſhould we be excited 
- to Repentance? : ; 155 
A. The Goodneſs and Patience of God 
ſhould lead us to Repentance. 2. The 
Judgments and Terrors of the Lord ſhould 
erſwade us to Hnmiliation and Repen- 


tance for Sin. 3. The Conſideration of the 


great Dey of Judgment commands us to 
repent, It awfully commandeth all Men 


to repent, that the Lerd bath appoint- 


| od a Day in which be will judge the World 
| is Righteouſneſs, 4. A looking to Chrift 
_ --/- _ _ crucified 


. 


ſelves, by a full and free Confeſſion of 


ſtanding in awe to offend him. 5. An eager 


Mort the Proviſions of our Luſts, and in 


* 
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crucified ſhould” melt the Heart into 4 


- kindly and evangelick Contrition of. Soul. 
21 If we look upon him whom we haue pierced, 
| then fhould we mourn for our lniquiries, 35 
2 The Promiſes made to rhe Penitent ſhould . 

wx encourage us to repent ;- fer if the wicked 

f forſake his Ways, and the unright-ous Man his 


B | hace Mercy, and al undantly pardon. | 
Q. What are the Means appointed for ihe 
attaining of true Repentarce ? „„ 
A. I. An eying of the Word as an Ordi- 
nance appointed for this Purpole; which 
the Prophet Feremiah calls a Hammer, that 
breaketh the Rock in Pieces. 2. Praying that 
God would take away theflony Heart out of 
our Fleſh, and give us 4 Heart of Fleſh. 
3. The acting of our Faith in theſe preci- 
ous Promiſes of Heart-ſoftning Grace, 
1 Q. Can there be any true Repentance of ill 
gotten Goods without Reſtitution? 
4 A. Altho' ris poſh ble, that God may give 
Repentance to an unjuſt Perfon” at his dy- 
4 ing Hour, as hedid to the Thief on rhe 
Croſs 3; in which Caſe, there will be a ſin- 
cere Deſign to'reftore all unlawful Pur- 
el chaſe, tho Death way prevent the aQuil 


- - 


© | Reftitution; yer *cis certain that no Men 

a can be a true Penitent, ho does not, if he | 
11 bach Abihty and Opportuoiry afuzllyge- \ 
1 gore. all that he knows he hath unlan ful ” 

* 3 1 Pr 8 203 | 4 . 
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{- © acquired, whether by unfair bargaining, 

or direct Theft; for if Stealing be a Sin, 
the keeping of what is ſtoln is an Appro- 
bation of that Sin, and a Continuation, it it, 
And cana Man be faid to repent of his Sin 
when he retains it in his Heart, and in his 
Hand, and in his Tabernacle? 


be ſound, to whom the pe vr is to be made 
A. Inthat Caſe the Reſtitution is to be. made 
to his Heirs; or if no Heirs can be found tis 
to be made unto God himſelf; that is, the 
Perſon having noRight to it himſelf, he is to 
ſurrender it up toGod, the ſupreme Owner of 
all Things, by dedicating it to the Poor, or 
other pious U ſes, according ta the Will of God. 
Q. Ii there any Pardon or Salvation wit h- 

| ou Repemtance? - —_ 1 81 
\ 4. No. Our Lord and Saviour is ex- 
i . preſs, Ercept we repent we fat periſh. And 
- . »*%zis manifeft of it ſelf, fos che Nowining of 
Sin is its legal Guilt, and Sin reigus while 
"tis uniepented of. FY DIG 2.44 
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% . Q. 7 are the outward. and ordinary 
. . Means whereby Chriſt communicateth 
t us the Benefits of bis Purchaſe? A. The 
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Q. What if the Perſon is not living, or is not to. 


oO = ,  _ kg Hoc, 3s 


3 


th 


**, 


A. The Word, Sacraments, and Prayer. 
. What's the greaii End of the Word? © 
4. Tis intended to be a Means of con- 
vincing and converting us, and of building 

us up in Holineſs unto eternal Life, _ 
Q. How is the Word a Means of Conviction 
A. As it lays before as; 1. The Faulc 

and Malignity of Sin, in diſhonouring God. 

2. The Filth of Sin, in making us odious 


in:the Sight of a holy God. And, 3. The 


Fruit of Sin, which is Death and eternal 
Damnation. And, 4. As *tis a Diſcerner of 
the Thoughts and Intentions of the Heart, 
and ſearches ont our Sins and the Evil of 
them. Od | 
Q. How is the Word a Mean of Conver- 
on ? ; 5 20 
A. 1. As it deters us from Sin by its Threat- 
nings. 2. As it allures to Duty by its Pro- 
miles. 3. As 'tis the incorruptible Seed, 
which being ſown in the Heart, doth hy 
little and little, through the Operation of 
the Spirit of God, grow up toa new Crea- - 
ture. Converſion. it ſelf is called, 2 r- 
ing of God's Lau in the Heart. | 
Qt. How is the Word a Mean of” Building 
us up in Holineſs ? . | 
4. Much the ſame way, 1. As it points 
out our Duty clearly. 2. As it preſſes it 
ſtrongly. 3. As it 3 whete we may 


2 Set 
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get Grace and Aſſiſtance for the perform- Ii 
ing of all Duties. | | 
Q. If One ſhowld riſe from the Dead, and tell uf 
. the State of the other World, would not this b: I 
more powerful to convince and convert Soul: Be 
#han the written Word. 1 
A. No. For if any bear not Moſes and th, th 
Prophets, neit her would they be penſwad 4, tb. Sp 
One ſhowld riſe from the Dead. For 1. Wel me 
could not be ſo ſure of that Spirit, as we po 
are ſure the Word of God is true: We tb. 
might queſtion, - whether it was a real Wed 
Viſion or the Effe of a crazed Head: Or, ut 
it we thought it real, how could we be ſure ſing 
it was not a lying Spirit? 2. But ſuppole it Nane 
a ttue and good Spirit, what could he teil ge: 
us more awful, of the Torments of the Spi 
, Damned; or more ſublime, of theGlory and gie 
_” Joy of Heaven, than what is told in chef ( 
i Scriptures ?. 3. We find that Methods, as che 
extraordinary .as one's "coming from the 
Dead, have not proven effectual to con- 0 
vert Souls. Balaam, tho' check't by the Spi- 
Appearance and Threats of an Angel, yet ef t 
- till be foved the Vages of Unriahteouſneſs, MW © 
Such extraordinary Appearances would al 
more aftoniſh than inſtruct and perſwade 4. 


4 . : OE Fong, Noth 
Z Q. How ſpall we try my Spirit? he 
A. By the Word, To the Lau and tip 


the Teftimony, if they ſpeak not according 
| | Ee 


— 
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% the Word, tis becauſe there is no Light. 
Im- in them. | 5 5 | 
; Q. Since the Authority and Efficacy of the 
I Mord is from the Spirit of God, ſhiuld not the 
be Word be rather tryed by this Spirit dwelling in 
ul Believers ?- | | 
A. No. For tho' tis certain, that the Au- 
th: Ithority and Efficacy of the Word is from the 
Spirit of God, yet this Spirit did work 
We more powerfully and evidently in the A- 
we poſtles than in ordinary Believers: And 
Ve tberefore, when Chriſtians are command- 
al Jed to try the Spirit in them by the Word, 
r, Jvhether it be of God or not, 'tis but try- 
re ing a leſſer Meaſure of the Spirit in them, 


it Wand which is often queſtionable, by a lar- : 


eil ger and an unconteſtable Meaſure of the 
he Spirit inſpiring the Prophets and Apoſtles to 
nd give us an infallible Rule of Life. 
he Q. May not the Word read be effectual to 
as {the convincing and converting of Sinners? 
el 4. Yes it may; for tis the Doctrine of the 
n- Poſpel that is the Miniſtration of the 
ne spirit, and the Word read is the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel. 3 | 
Q. 1s the Preaching of the Word the moſt u- 
ual and powerful Meun of converting Souls-* 
A. Yes; for however the Spirit can and 
Foth mike uſe of the reading, or hearing of 
he Word read, effectually to Conveiſion, 
tr Wlpecially where a Perſon hath not the Op- 
. G 3 portunity 


” 
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Portunity of hearing it _ preached ; yet 

the Word of God is made effeQual by 
the Spirit more often, and uſually by the 

reaching of the Word ; that is, in hear- 
ing it interpreted and apply'd to the Con- 
ſcience by theſe who are duely qualified, 
and called to the ſame. 


'Q. How doth this appear? - 110 


A. 1. It appears from Scripture. The 

Lord hath appointed Paſtors and Teach- 
ers to be his Labonrers, the Diſpenſers of 
his heavenly Myfteries, and Fellow - wor- 


kers with him, for the perfecting of the 


Saints, and edifying of the Body 7 Chriſt, 
2. Tis evident from Reaſon. For the 
| Preaching, of the Word is made ule of to 


awaken, exhort, rebuke, comfort, and 


to ſpeak directly to Mens Souls and Con- 
ſciences. 3. Tis evident from Fact and 
Experience. We find few recorded in 
Holy Writ, as converted by only Reading 
the Word; but ef theſe who are conver- 
ted by Preaching, the Examples are ma- 
ny and frequent. 2 

-*Q. Wil it not excuſe a Perſon from attend- 


: ine the Publick Ordinance of Preaching the 


Word , that be may read as good Sermons at 
Home as be can bear at the Church. 
A. No. 1. Tis the Ordinance of God 


that Faith ſball come by Hearing, and Har- 


ing by the Word preached, 1 if we ex- 
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pe& the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, from 
whom all the 3 of the Word is, 
we muſt reverence his Infticution, and not 
ſeek to be wiſe above what is written. 2. 
The Word tead, and the Word preached 
are both Means of Sanctification; and how 
an a Man ſatisfy himſelf about his true 
defire after Holinefs, if he reſt with one 


of theſe Means, and neglect the other, 
| Whi fe he knows both are appointed? Men 


do not ſo by halves in any — Thing 


they much value. 3. The Artendance on 


publick Ordinances is more to the Glory of 
od, being a more publick Acknowledge- 


ment of him than private Duties. And tis 


but like a true Chriſtian to pay actual a- 


doved Homage to the great Lord of Hea- 


ven and Eatth, befote Angels and Men. 
4. There is a ſpecial Promiſe of God's Pre- 
Fork made to a People attending his Or- 
dinances. As for Inſtance, he promiſes, 
Where-ever he cauſes his Name to be recor- 
ded; there he will come and bleſs them. 
Laſtly, The Saints of God always valued 
public Ordinances. David counted 4 day 
in God's Hoitſe bett e, tban à Thouſand. It 
was the very one Thing he deſired, ts dwell 


in the Courts of the Lord, and enquire after bim 


in his Temple. | | 
QQ. What fhall we' do that the Word read 


may be effettual for Salvation i 
TR „„ 4. We 
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A. We are to read it, 1. With ſerious At- 
tention, becauſe of the weighty Things 
contained in it, even the great Things of 
our Salvation. 2. With deep Keverence, 
becauſe *tis the Word of the eternal God. 
How awfully ſhould we regard what the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken. 3. With 
a Deſire to kno and do.the Will of God 
ql revealed therein. Os, | 
bo. Q. Mat ſhall we do that the Word 


A. 1. We are to prepare for Hearing. 2. 
Mix the Word with, Faith. 3. Receive it 
in Love. 4. We are to be all, pre- 


8 all Things, that are command ed us of God. 
Q. When is it that a. Perſon. is preparing 


| himſelf for. hearing of the. More 

4. 1. When he; lays aſide all. world- 
5 ly Thoughts. and Cares, that diſtrall 
the Heart in hearing, and choak the 
Ford. 2. When he labours. to. ſhake 
12 off all Irreverence, Vanity and Slightneſs 
5 _ of Heart, and. endeavours to get due Im- 
* preſſions of the Majsſty of that God, 
whoſe Word he hears. 3. When he is 
much in ſerious Prayer before publick 
Ordinances. Ss EY 


foiritual Aduantage by the Word? _ 
en 


preached may be effeftual. fur Salvation? 


ſent as before the Lord, to hear and obey. 


— 
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A. We are to pray, 1: For a Meſſage 
from God. 2. For the Meſſenger, that he 
may have a ſpiritual Frame and ſuitable 
Furniture, enabling him to divide the Word 
of Truth honeſtly, and to deliver it with 
Evidence and Power. 3. We are to pray 
for a divise Bleſſing upon the Word, for 
the convincing. cenverting, and ſtrength- 
ning of our Souls in the Grace of God. 
Q. How ſnall we know if we have. received 
ſviritual Benefit by the Wd? —- 
A. We may know it, I. If it be laid up 
in our Heaits, ſo as to be an ingrafted 
Word. 2, If it fill us with more Aw of 
60d, and more profound Humiliation in his 
Sight. 3. If the dark Mind be more en- 
lightned and the Soul quickned in Holi- 
nels. 4. If we practiſe it in our Lives, 
through Grace endeavouring to tenounce 
every Sin it forbids, and to perform e- 
very Duty it requires, not being only Hear- 
ers of the Mord, but Doers of the ſame. | 


- 


CHA P. XXXIIL 
Off the Sacraments... 
Q. 72 are the Sacraments of the New 


Teſtament ? 
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A. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 

Q. What were the Sacraments of the Caves 
_ ef Grace under the Old Toftament Diſpenſa- 
Front. . | 

A. Circumciſion and the Paſſover. 

Q. Had the Covenant of Works any Sacra- 
ments! | 5 
A. Yes. It had alſo two Sacraments, vir. 

The Tree of Life, and the Tree of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil. e 

"OL Why hath God inſtituted only tcvo Sacya- 
ments of the Covenant of Gyace ? | 
4. Becauſe only theſe two were necel- 
ſary ; for Baptiſm is a Sign and Seal of our 
ſpiritual Birth, that we are ingrafted to 
Chrift, and partake of ſpiritual Life in him; 
and the Lord's Supper is'a Sign and Seal 
of our ſpir tual Nouriſhment and Growth 
in Grace, until we come to the Stature of 2 
perfect Man in Chriſt: Now there is no 
more required of us; but 1. That we be in 
Chriſt; 2. That we grow in every Grace, 
and in every Degree of Grace, until we 
reach unto the Stature of Glory. : 

QQ. What ys a. Sacrament in the general? 
A. Tis a viſible Sign and Seal of inviſible 
N according to the Appointment of 


od. 9 | | 25 
Q. What Things are requiſite to make up 4 


— 


' Sacrament 3 | 
| | i : A. J. 
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A. 1. There is the outward Wr 
2. The inward Thing ſignified 3. The In- 
ſtitution of God. > 
Q. Are the Sacraments Seals as well as 
Signs of ſpiritual Bleſſings ? 3 
A. Ves. The Apoftle tells ns, That Cir- 
cumciſion was not only 4 Sign, but a Seal of 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith is the promiſed Seed. 
Q. What Difference is there between a Sign 
and a Seal ? | 
A. A Sign is to ſignify and repreſent, 
a Seal is to ratify and confirm. 
Do the Sacraments ſeal and confirm the 


Covenant and the Bleſſings thereof to every one 


«who partake of them ? 1 a 
A. The Deſign of the Saeraments is to be 
a Seal of the Covenant; but theſe who are 


not within the Bonds of this Covenant, ap- 


ply God's Seal to a Blank: And hence 
they are Seals only, upon the Condition 
that we are truly in Covenant with God, 
and when we are ſo, they ſeal Covenant- 
bleſſings abſolutely. . 


_ CHA P. XXVIV. 
; Of Haptiſin. 
Q. 775 i the aug Sign | in 7 the Sa- 


crament of Bastiſn? 5 4 
5 oP 4. Waſbing ' 


148 4 Prafiical Corechiſu 
A. W.ſhing with Water. ä 
= Wat 11 ig niſf ed 6 of ing With Waste, 

in Baptiſm ? © 

4. It fignifies the w aſh ing away our 
Sias in Chriſt's Blood. 

2. herein Her the Similitude or Reſems- 
ba; nee? 

A. As Water waſhes away the Filth of 
the Body, fo the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
the Soul from the Pollution of Sin. | 

Q. Whit elſe is franific, d by 0 1ſhing with 
Vater at Baptiſm 1 

- A Ir ſignifies the Soul's Entrance into a 

new and {ſpiritual Life, by tis vital Im- 

pl:ntation in Chrift. And hence tis called 

the waſhing of Regeneration, 
. Wherein lyes the Reſemblance ? 

A. The Similitude lyes in the Cuſtom of 
waſhing Infants fromthe Pollution of the 
Womb, Henee- the Fews, before Fobn 
Baprift's Time, did uſe this Rite, to is- 
itiate ſuch as they made Proſelytes; look- 
ing upon them. as n. entered into a 
new Life. 

Q. In wheſe Name are we e baptized ? ? 

A In the Name of * n Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. 

. What is it to be bayticed i in the Name 
of 'he Fatber, Son and Holy Ghoſt ? 

4. Tis to yow, that we {hall be ſub- 

Je to the 2 und. "YR on the 

Favour. 


Heaven. 


f Baptiſn. 145 


Favour, Grace and Piotection of the Fa- 


ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt. 


2 3 What do we engage unte at Baptiſm ? 

A. We engage to be the Lord's; that is, 
we-evgage that through his Strength we 
mall ſerve him and take his Part, fight 


under his Banner againſt the Devil, the 


World, and the Fleſh. of 4 
Q. Have young Children x Right t Baptiſm 2. 
A. Yes; The Children of ſuch as are 


Members of the viſible Church, particu- 


larly the Children of believing Parents, 
one or both. For 1. They have an Igge- 


reſt in the Covenant, the Promiſe. being 
made expreſly to Believers and to their 


Seed; and hence have a Title to the ex- 
ternal Seal thereof. 2. They were circum- 
ciſed of Old:. And Circumciſion being _ 
a Sign and Seal of the Righteouſneſs 

which is by Faith, we may be ſure the 
Grace of God is as extenſive and effica - 
cious under the New Teſtameat as under 
the Old. 3. They are capable of Regene- 
ration, And can any Man forbid Mater that 


#beſe ſhould not he baptized f 4, Our bleſſed 


Redeemer,the greatLoyer of Souls, accepts 


"6f little Children, when offered to him, 


and tells, That of ſuch is the Kingdom ef 
Q w 


bad 
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Q; What Intereſ have the Children of believ- 
ing Parents in the Covenant and the Seal 
thereof more than other Children? W. 
A. 1. There are particular Promiſes made 
to ſuch, ae is ſaid already. 2. The Be- 
Hever's Self. dedication to God doth con- 
tain in it a Dedication of all that he hath, 
band particularly a Dedication of. his Chil- 
dren tothe Lord. For it would be a 
-Contradiftion to ſay; that a Man can yield 
„Biraſelf to the Lord, if he do not with 
-bimſetf make a hearty Surrender of all 
that he hath, and eſpecially his Children 
unto him. is 42) 
2. Ts it enough that Parents for once dedl- 
cate: their Children to God? 
4. Noz they muſt be earneſt in praying. 
for them, and diligent in inſtructing and 
ex horting them, and careful to give them 
a good Example; for no Parent can pre- 
tend to greater Right to Covenant - privi- 
-teges/thaty 4hrakam had, who was called 
*the "Father of the Faithful, of whom the 
Lordi raquireth; that he ſbould command 
< bis :Children and his Houſpold | after bim, to 


x Reeß bis Mays. Wan n, 12 18 
' 1) Qily i#endugh for Children, after they are come 

1 J udgment, that they have been dedicate 
1 the Lord by their believing Parents at Ba- 


4, No 


viſm ? _ 


Ruler, we may expect, that according to 
| the - i 
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- 4. No; For when they can make uſe of 
their E Choiſe, and are capable 
of making a perſonal TranſaQtion with God, 
if they do net ratify their baptiſmal Co- 
venant, in ſo far they refaſe to be bound 
by the Covenant their Parents made in 
their Name. To 
QQ. Have not gracious Parents ſometimes 


_ wicked Children ? 


A. Too frequently, which moſt ordinari- 
ly happens, when either, 1. The Chriftian 
Parent is a: little Pains to give his Child- 


ten a holy Education, or ſo indulgent as 


not diſcipline them with the Rod, when 
neceſfary. Or 2. When the Children grown 
up to Maturity neg lect and refuſe to ratify 
their baptiſmal Covenant, tho' they are 
capable ot chuſing the Lord for their“ 
» Have not wicked Parents ſometimes 
gracious Children 2 E r 183 n M , 

A. Yes. A wicked Feroboam had an 4bijah, 
in whom was ſome good Thing towards 
the Lord God of Iſrael. For the Lord doth 
not limit his Grace; but being a free 
Agent, he can give it, or deny itcto whom 


| he will: And to fhew the Power and 


Riches of his Grace, be can even out of 


Stones raiſe up Children to Abrabam. But yet 


confidering him as a wiſe and righteous 


" . " < i + 2 
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| the. Plenty and Fulneſs of Means, the Effect. 
ſhall moſt uſnally follew: And tis certain, 
that the Children of Believers have moft of 
the Means of Grace, both external and 
internal. | FITS een 25 
Q What doth this teach all Cbriſtian Pa- 

vents? e nn 7 

A. It teacheththem, 1. To make ſure 


that they are in Covenant with God, be- 


cauſe this is of the ourmoſt Concern, both 
to them and to their Poſterity; fince the 
Promiſe runs, FJ! be your God and the God of 
your Seed. 2. To be ſincere and - cordial in 
dedieating their Children unto the Lord, 


1 : that as they are their Children by Nature, 


— 


they may be God's by Covenant. 3. Ir 
reaches them to be careful in bringing up 
their Chiidren in the Knowledge, Nurture; 


Fear and Ad monition of the Lord. Every 


believing Parent ſhould behave as if he 
had a Child of God committed to his Care. 
and Toitiont oor £2 

Q. What doth this teach Obi on ? 

A. It teacheth them, Ii. To mind their: 
baptiſmal Covenant frequently and ſeriouſly: 
2. To grow in Knowledge and Grace. 3. 
To bleſs God they are born and educated 
of veg Parents, ſince ſaving Grace is 

moſt ufually beſtowed upon ſuch. 4 lt 


teacheth them to racify their baptiſmal 


Covenant in their own Perſons, at the. 
ome 5 e Sacra 


— 


.. 
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Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as ſoon 
as they come to a competent Meaſure of 
Knowledge of the Tenor and Deſign of the | 
Covenant, and of the Nature oF it its Seal. —_— 


+ "Mw \ *, pad 
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CHAP. XXXV. 
the Lord's Supper. 4 


24 
Hat i is the other Seal of the come, 
| of Grace? 

A. The Lord's Supper. | | 

Q. Whyis it called — Lord's Supper? 3 5 

A4. Becauſe our Lordj]Jeſus, in the ſame” 
Night wherein be' way betrayed, did inſtitute 
this Ordinance to be a Goſpel Feaſt. 

Q. What are the outward' Elements in the: 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper? 

A. Bread and Wine. | 


4 nen ad Spoifes Jeſus brit, 
the Bread of Life, that Bre id that came 
down from Heaven, and is the 2 n 
Nouriſhment of Souls. 


Q What deth the Wine fe nify t 


Alt 


44 hehe) ee 


110 ties the Sout-refreſhing Com- 
1 15 om 


are, to be found in Chrift. 


; ou reft aj, Comforts 4 You : 


3 ; 
A. 1. The 3 of Sin; it is Blood med 


for the Remiſſion of Sins, z. Peace with 


God. It was ingpegiately after bis x | 


that Chriſt comforted. his Dif ciples with 


theſe Words, My Peace I leave you, my Peace ff 


J give unto LR 3 Sweet Mani eſtations and 


Experiences of his Love; for when his 


22 are "brodght into bis banquetting 
Howſe, hats Banner OVer. them. i 14 Love. 
Q. What is meant by the Bread broken and 


e 8 


4, By theſe Signs are meant the blocd 
Suffering and bleeding Sorrows. of the 


Son of God, when his {acred 504 was - 


broken and bruiſed, and his previous Blood 


was ſhed for our Sins. 
Q. What doth this teach ut? 2 = 


A. 1. It teacherh us to- contemplate, "> 


broken Chriſt, with broken and contrite 
Hearts: We are to look on bim ub we 


babe Bierced by our Iniquities, and . | 


2. It. ſhould inflame our Hearts with 80 
to him, ahbo.bath ſo loped m : And the 
Way of meaſuring the Depth. of Chrift's 
Love, i is by the Depth pt hisSufferings; tho 
When we try to do ſo, we will ſoon find 


_ both unſearchable. 3. It ſers be- 
fore 


% 


7 
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—. 


fore us a ſure Foundation for Faith to build 


+ upon; when Devils haunt us, or when 
Temptations ſurround. us, or when De- 


ſpair, like the Avenger of Blood; is at our 
Heels, this is our Refuge, that Chriſt hath 
died as our Surety, and therefore, who can 
lay any Thing to the Charge of God's E. 
2 What is ſigniſ ed by taking and eating 
the Bread and drinking the Wine? ñðêꝶ¼P0hê 
A. By theſe ſacramental Actions ate ſig- 
nified, 1. That we ſeriouſly. meditate. on 
the Death and Agonies of the Son of God, 
and of the _=_ Deſign of God's Love in 
ſuch a wonderful Diſpenſation, and of the 
great Benefits and Comforts that there 
redound to us. 2. That we apply Chriſt's 
Death and Sufferings, and all the Benefits. 
thereof, as-purchaſed to our ſelves, and 


% 


that we pleaſe our. ſelves with the ſame 


more than with our -bodily Food; and 
ſo raking him as our Saviour and our 
Lord, we may ſay, be loved me, and gave 
bimſelf for me, he died for my Sins; my 
Beloved'is mine and I am bi. 
Q. What is the End of the Lord's Supper? 
4. Tis intended to be a Seal to confirm 
the Covenant of Peace and Reconciliation 
between God and Sinners. | 
Q: What doth this teach us? 41 


a + 


— — 
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A4. It teacheth us when we ſit down at 
the Lord's Table, to declare that we be. 
liere God is in Chriſt reconciling the 
World unto himſelt; that we are pleaſed 

wirh the great” "Peace-maker ; that we are 
willing to lay down our Enmity againſt 
him, and ſubmit to alk the Terms of Re- 
conciliation; that we rengunce our Sins 
and Vanities, and explicitely conſent to all 
the Clauſes and Articles of that bleſſed Co- 
9 without any Reſerve. 

- What is anot ber End. of tbe 9 of 
the Lei Supper? ? | 
A. Tis a Sign and Seal of x ſpecial 
- Communion and Fellowſhip with the Fa- 
- ther. and the Spn. The Cup of Bleſing which. 
- eve" bleſs, is. jt not the Commanion of the, Blood 
_ of: Chriſt, the Bread which ave break, is it not 

the Communion | of the Body of Christ. 

Q. What dolhtbis teach uus - 
A. It teacheth us to. come to the Lord's | 
| Table; 1. With Purity, and Sincerity of 
Heart, not regarding any one Sin; for 
what Communion can there be between Lieb | 
and Darkneſs ! > What Concord can there be 
between God and Belial? He's not a God 
that can take Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, neither 
can Evil dwell with him. 2. With profound 
Reverence, as theſe who attend a great 
Cod, and are ſeeking great Things of him. 


8 - 


T 


"of 3 5 1 7 
With humble Admiration of rich Grace, 
thas ſo great a King ſhould ſtoop ſo low 
as to look upon Men who:dwell in Houſes 
of Clay, much more that he ſhould come 


in and ſup with us, and we with him. 


Q. What it another End f the Sacrament 


of the Lord's Supper 
A. *Tis intended to be a (pirigoal Feaſt, 


100 the Nouriſſiment and Refreſhment ot 


Souls. This is the Repaſt for Souls, which the 
Lord ma keth unto all People; even 4 Feaſt 
of fat Things; 4 Feaſt of Mines on the Lees, 


of fat Things "full F - Marrow, of n _ 


tbe. Lees well refined, . 
. What Fart of Nour; ſoment do av receive | 


4< the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper? 


A. Spiritual e for our Growth 
in Grace. Jer 

Q. How do we receive this geil: Neu- 
riſhment? | 

A. By Faith, which i is not only che Bye, 


whereby we ſee Chriſt ; ; but the Hand e- 


by we receive him, andthe Mouth where- 
by ue feed on him, and _ at the Lerd 
is gracious. 
Q. Wh:t doth this teach us? £3 

A. It teacheth us when we fit down at the 
Lord's Table, that we oaght ts have, 1. A 
Senſe of our ſpiritual Wants and Neceſſi- 
ties, without which, we will not value 
Chriſt and his Benefits, 2. A ſpiritual Hun- : 

I 
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ger and Thirſt after Chrift and his Righte- 
ouſneſs ; for theſe only ſhall be filled. $. A 
ſpiritualPalate to diſcern and reliſh ſpiritual 
TR that we may taſte and ſee that Ged is 


Q. How ſhall we know if we bare received 
ſpiritual Nouriſument for Growth 74 Grace in 
#he Sacrament of the Lord's Suppey ?. ? 

A. We may know-if' we Have received 
ſpiritualNouciſhment, 1. If we be more root- 
ed und eſtabliſhed in Grace: That where- 
as betore there was much Ignorance of 

Mind, much Error in Judgment, much In 
- armity of Spirit, much Unſettleneſs ef In · 
clination and Reſolution; If we be more 
humble, meek, holy and heavenly, and 
come to a greater Settlement and Experience 
in God's Matters ; and have ſpiritual Senſes 
more exerciſed. 2. If we are more fruittul 
in Grace, abounding in all the Fruits of the 
Spirit; ſuch as Love, Foy, Peace, Long ſuffe- 
ring, Gentleneſs, Go neſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
- Temperance; and being conſcientious in all 
relative Duties, and being always either in 
one Duty or another, and at the ſame Time 
looking to the End of our Duties. 


* 


er? 


Sufferings and Love of our Redeemer. 4. 
oft as wo eat of that Bread, and drink of that 


„ Mw wo 


ab. So as on. A os ile Los as 


Q. What is'a ſpecial End of the Lord's Sup- | 


A. Tis intended to be a Memorial of the | 


26 es AC ans WY alas 
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Cup, wwe are to do Je. in Reme: rance of bim; 
ſpewing forth | our Lord's | Death i Bexcomie a- 


ain. 
. Q. What Sort of Remembrance ſhould wwe 


baue of Chrift and bis Suffering F 

A. 1. We are to have 4 'reverential Sag 
membrance.; . fi nce the awful uſtice, and 
auer Holineſs of God, is as fully dif- 


Play d in Chriſt $5 Suff erin 21 as if the Shake 


ace of fallen | Man had been thruſt into 
Hell. 2. We are to have a *penitential Re- 
membrance of | Chrift. We are to look on hi 


ubom eve have pierced by our E and 
mourn. 5 We are to have an affeQtonate _ 
and thankful 


Remembrance of Chriſt; avho 
hath o loved 4, as to ſubſtitute himſelf 3 in 
our oom, and ſuffer that Wrath that 2 


due to us for our Sins. 


Q. What doth this teach as? 

A. It teaches us when we fit down at the 
Li s Table, that there ſhould be a warm 
Love to Chrift,” a Fear left we offend him, 

a. fervent Endeavour to pleaſe him, a fgh- 
5 and groaning Deſire of. Soul towards 


>: 4t % 4 


him, A ee that ever we — 


we 10 2 receive ” his Love. 


Q. What is the Sir n of unworthy Communi- 
45 * 


A. They are guilt N the Body and Blood 
5 gre uu 7 
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Q. What's tbe Danger of unworthy tomme. 


nicating ? 

A. They « eat and drink Fudgment to them: 
ſelves: Foy 
„Q. What are ee 10 examine our ſelves a. 
bout, in order to a partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
fer eworthily? 

4. We are to examine 68, whether we 
be really in Covenant with Goa; before we 
tonch the Seals of that Covenant. | 

. How ſball we know, if we be really i in 
Covenant with God ? 
A4. We may know it, by our making a 
deliberate and reſolved Choice of God for 
our Portion and Happineſs, 
Q. ls « deliberate reſoſved Choice of God for 
" our Portion, a ſure Sign of a Covenant. State. 

A. Yes ; as it isevident, 1. From Scrip- 
ture, that tells us; this was the Choice of 
all the Saints. 2 my Soul, . faith David, 
Thor haſt ſaid! unto the Lord, thou art ni) 
Lord; and again, Whom have I in Heaven but 
thee, 0 Lord ; and on the Earth there is none 
my Soul defireth beſt des thee : And Moſei 
chuſed rather Afiiction with the People if God, 
than to enjoy the Plenſures of Sin for a Sea- 
fon ; efteeming the | Reproach of Chriſt great- 
er Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt. And 
- this is the one Thing needful ; the good Part 
which Mary chuſed. 2, Tis evident from 
Reaſon ; - becauſe this ſhews, that the Heart 

is 
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is made like unto God; for every Man 
chooſeth what is 2 to his own 
Heart, and the Heart chooſeth what is moſt 
ſaitable to it. Nothing will content Grace 
but God ; and Nothing but Grace can be 
content with God alone. "I: 


Q. How ſhall we know if wwe have fincerely 


choſen God ? 


A. We may know it, 1. If we ha ve cho 
ſen him abſolutely, as that which we will 
ſtand to, coſt us what it will. 2. If we 


carefully purſue our Choice, ſo that our 


Souls are daily preſſing hard after him. 3. If 
we meaſure the very Happineſs and Com- 
fort of our Minds, by our Conformity to 
God, and Communion with him, counting 
we have not 47 Day, but in ſo far as we 
walk with God in it, and behold. his Face 
in Righteouſneſs. 4. If we are ready to for- 
ſake all Things for his Sake. ns 
Q. What are we more pariicularly to exa- 
mine our ſelves alout, in order to partake of 
the Lord's Supper ? s 
A4. We are particularly to examine our 
ſelves about our Knoyledge, Faith, Re- 
pentance, Love, and new Obedience. 
Q. What are we to examine abeut our 

nar: . 5 s 
A. We are to examine, 1. Whether tis 
competent in Meaſure; that is, whether we 
know our Sin and Miſery by Nature, and 
| = know 


N | 
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know Chriſt in his Perſon, and in his Work, 
pa rl icu- 


as Mediator bet wixt God and Man 3 
larly, as be is our Prophet and Teacher, our 
" Prief and Sacrifice, our King and Ruler: 
and whether-we know the Nature of the Cs? 
venant of Grace, and diſcern the Lord's Bo. 
dy in the Sacrament, &%, 2. We are to ex- 
amine, whether our Knowledge be ſaving 
in its Quality; that is, if it be humbling, 
transforming and ſanctifying, or ſuch 2 


Knowledge as influences the Heart and Life. 
Q: What are we to examine about our Faith? . 


A. We are to examine, 1 Tf it purifieth 
the Heart. 2. If it worketh by Love. z. If 
it overcometh the World. 4. It it — 
us careful of good Works. | 


Q. What are we to examine about our Ree 


pentance ? 725 a 
A. We are to examine, 1. If we grieve 


more for Sin, than for any worldly Loſs, 
were it even for an only begotten Son. Or, 
2+ If our Sorrow be in ſuch a Degree, as 


cauſes us ſee an abſolute Need of Chriſt, and 


makes us value him above all Things, g,' If 
eur Repentance puts us on to the Practice 
of a $0 ly Life. . g | 
Q. How Hall one know, if he lives a godly 
A. He may know it, 1. If he rakes Care 
Neves to allow himſetf in any known Sin. 
3. If he heartily endeavours to live in all 


— 
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known Duties, whether they reſpe& God, 


as to live in the Faith, Fear and Love of 
God ; or reſpe& our ſelves, as to live ſo- 
derly, tempetately and patiently; or re- 


ſpe& others, as doing good to every on, as 
we have Occaſion and Ability. E 
Q. bat are ee to examine about our Lous? 

A. We are to examine, 1. Whether we 
have a fincere Love to Chriſt; for Grace Is 
with all them that love our Lord Feſus Chrift 
in Sincerit y. 2. Whether we have fincere 


Love to one another; * for bereby ſball all 


Men know, that we are Chriſt's Diſciples, if 
we love one another. : 


Q. What are the Marks of 


his Perſon, his Offices, his Promiſes, his 


Precepts, his Image, and his People. 2. 'Tis , 


a ſupteme Love; a Love that prevails over 
all other Affections, and makes the Soul ſays 


- 


What bave I any more ado with Ido] and 


ſo makes it willing to fel! all to buy this 


Pear} of Price. 3. "Tis an active Love, fhat 


lies not in ſome good Meanings and Wiſhes, - 


and in ſome good Thoughts of Chrift ; but 


it makes the Soul reſtleſs, in Breathings and 


Enquiries after him, and earneſtly careful to 
pleaſe and ſerve him, by living in a humble 
ſtated Subjection to his Will. And 'tis cer- 

tain, that if we loye him, we will do what 
he commands as. 2 Q. tow 


= a s 
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ſincere Love 1. 
55 75 
| I. Tis an univerſal Loves a Love te 


# 
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Q. What are the Marks of true brother y 
Love: © | ; 

A. t. It muſt be upright Love; that is, 
Love founded on the Grace of a Perſon, or 
as Fohn expteſſes it, wwe are to love them is 
Truth, for the Truth's Sake. 2. It muſt be 
a prevailing Love; that is, an Affection 
that reſpeQs mainly the Image of Chriſt in 

the Soul, and ſees it more amiable, than a- 
ny other Thing about a Man. And hence, 
it is ſet upon the Chriſtian, who is mean, as 

. well as he who is preat in worldly Circum- 
ſtances. This is what the Apoſtle Peter calle 

nà loving one another with a pure Heart fer- 
wently. 3. An active Love; ſhewing it 1 
ſelf in true and material Expreſſions, eſpecr- Þ | 

ally to a Ghfiſtian in Diſtreſs or Perſecution, E 
It is not Saying to a hungry or deſtitute ? 

> Brother or Siſter, be 2 warme d, or filled; 0 

but tis a giving them theſe Things which are f. 
needful to the Body. Hence ſays our Savi- f. 
eur, He that giveth a Cup of cold Water ts 
& Diſciple, in the Name of a Diſciple ; verily Þ 2} 
be ſhall net am a Reward, © EL, Y, 

Q. bat are we to examine about our Ole- S 
Tiencs'? . | 

A. We are to examine, 1. Its Extent, Ce 

whether it be univerſal ; fo that whatſoever an 


bing are true, whatſoever Things are bone ſt, | ot 
erbaiſocver Things are juſt, whatſoever Things | tg 
are pure, er lovely, or of good Report, or oir - 


THO 
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tuous, or Praiſe-aurrihy, we think on theſe 


Things. 2. Weare to examine the Grounds 
of our Obedience, whether ir be ont © 
Reſpe&, not only to what is commanded, 
but to the Authority commanding.” 3. We 
are to examine the Spirituality thereof, 
whether it be in the inner, as well as the 
out ward Man; ſo that we have the ſame 
Dilpoſition to Duty, and follow it as cloſes 
ly, when none ſees us bur God, as when 
the Eyes of the World are upon us. 4. We 
are to, examine the Meaſure and Degree 
thereof, if 'tis unlimited, if we lay hold an 
all Opportunities of ſerving and glorifying 
God, if-we labour for the higheſt Strains 0 
Grace; and when we have done all that we 


van do, if eve ſtill count our ſelves unpreſita- 


ble Servants. 5..We are to examine the Du- 
ration thereof, wherher it be habitual and 
conſtant ; or whether we daily exerciſe our 
ſelves, fo have a good Conſcience veid of Of- 
fence, both towards God and Man. / 

Q. Lit the Duty of all who are baptized 
the Name of Chrift, when they come to i] is 
Tears of Diſcretion, to partake ef the Lord's 
Supper! 6% EX 5 
A. Yes, 1. Becaule tis Chriſt's expieſs 
Command, to ds ſo in Remembrance of him; 
and whoever do it not, live in the Neglect 
of a known Duty. 2. This Sacrament is de- 
ſigned to be a thankful ' Remembrance of 
= 4. Chrift's 
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Chriſt's great Love, in dying fer us; and none 
| who expect a Share of his Purchaſe, will 
forget the ſame. 3. We are bound to it b 
our baptiſmal Covenant; and ſo a Negledt 
of this Ordinance, is a. negleQing to own 
and ratifie our Engagements at Baptiſm. 

Qt not beiter not to vob, than to voy 

4nd not to pay? . wy 
A. In a Matter, wherein we are at Liber- 
ty ro vow, or not to vow, this is true; but 
— this is not the preſent Caſe. For 1. We 
J are not at Liberty, whether we ſhould bind 
, our felves to God in Covenant, or not; 
there being an abſolute Neceſſity, both of 
engaging, and of fulfilling, through the 
Divine Aſſiſtance, our Eugagemenis to be the © 
| Lord"';, But 2. Wealready ſtand engaged to 
him by our baptiſmal Vow ; and we are 
bound to Nothing more by the Lord's 
upper, than what we are already bound 
| Aa, by our Baptiſm : And tis evident, 
that. an often vowing of cleaving to the 
Lord in Faith and Obedience, is a Mean ef 
ic ſelf, re keep us from breakinz Covenant 
. with God; when a wilfu] refuſing to come 
under Bonds, ſhews 2 Heart not well affee- 
'* ted to the Purity and Power of Godlineſs. 
QQ May one who wants Aſurance partake 
of the Lord's Supper? | 5, 
A4. Ves: For 1, If one ſhould ſay, he will 
Au mat fit down at the Lord's Table, till - is 


of 


tor ſtrengthning Grace, and the Aſſurance + 


with Faith and Comfort at the Lord's Table. 


lution and Care to avoid and reſiſt Sin, for 
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elear of his Intereſt in Chriſt; ic-wonld-be f 
all-one, as if he were ſaying, that tho' he is 
doubting, he will not ufe the Means ap- 
pointed for obtaining Satisſaftion ; the 
Sacrament being an Ordinance appointed 


thereof, 2. A regenerate Soul, after ſerious 
Enquirv into his State, tho' he dare not po- 
fitively affirm-he has Grace, yet it he dare 
not abſolutely __ it, he may fir down 


3. Where there is a burdenſome Senſe of Sin, 
a Hatred of every falſe Way, a firm Reſo- 


the preſent, and for the future, a Hunger 
and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and à ly- 


ing at Chriſt's Feet for Pardon, Righteouſ- 
neſg, and Life; fuch comrite, humble, 


thirſty, believing Souls, are the Sactifices 


that are pleaſing to God, and which be 
will accept at his Table. | | 


CHAP. xxxvL-. -M 
Of Prayer. | 


| 2 Oh / 
Ch bai are the» Parts ef Prayer? 
1 4. There are, x. Confeſſios. 
2, Petition. 3. Thanksgiving. 14 4 


— 
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QQ How ſhall we confeſs our Sins unto God? 
Þ . _ A. We are to confeſs, our Sins unto God, 
* Freely, fully and penitentially. | 
| Q. What Things ſhould we pray for? 

A. For Things agreeable ro God's Will; 1 
and theſe are both ſpiritual and temporal 
Bleſſings. © _ 
Q. How ave «ve to pray for ſpivitual Bleſ- 
ns? | | CH = 
# A. We are to pray for them abſolutely, 
for they are abic:utely promiſed ; and we 
are abſolutely ſure they are for God's Glory, 
and our real Gond : And we ſhonld pray for 
them believingly, hambly and fervently- 
Q. Ave we to pray abſolutely for all ſpiritu- 
4 Bleſſings ? #2? | | * 
4. We are not to pray abſolutely for ſpi- 
E *xitual Gifts, or ſpiritual Comforts, for they 
; are not abſolutely promiſed ; but we are to 
pray abſolutely for all that Grace without 
' . which we cannot ſerve God here, nor enjoy 
him hereafter, 1 
O. Who are we to pray unto? N 
HA. Only unto God: We are to worſhip the 
Lord our God, and him only we ſhould ſerve. 
Q. In whoſe Name are we to pray? 
A. Only in the Name of Chriſt ; for cobat - 
. ever we ash in his Name he will do it. : 
"i Q. What is it to pray in the Name of 
4. Tis to pray inDependence on his 3 


n we as . www ca v» 


/ 


9 
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as the only Ground upon which we expect 
to be heard. N 55 a 
Q. Vhat”s the Reaſon that many Prayers are 
not regarded or anſwered * | 
A. The Lord doth not hear many Pray- 
ers, I. Becauſe they pray, and at the ſame 


Time regard Sin in their Hearts; but if we 


regard Iniquity in our Hearts, the Lord 
will. not hear us. 2. Becauſe they pray 


not in Faith, and let not that Man think 


he ſhall receive any Thing of the Lord. 3. 
Becauſe when they pray, tis only for Pro- 
viſion for their Luſts, They ask and receive 
not, becauſe they ask amiſs, that they may con. 
ſume it on their Luſts. 4. Becaule they pray 
with Malice and III-will in their Hearts a- 
gainſt their Neighbours, but if we forgive 
not Men their Treſpaſſes, veitber ill our 
heavenly Father forgive us. 5. Becauſe they 
pray with covetgus Hearts; tis for the 
Iniquity of Covetouſneſs, that God is 
wroth and hides his Face from a People's 
Prayers, 6. Becauſe they pray with Hearts 
unmetciful ro the Poor, and whoſo. ſtoppeth 
his Ear at the Cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall 
ery himſelf, but ſhall no: be beard. 7. Be- 
cauſe' they pray with unh umbled Hearts. 
And the Proud he knoweth afar off b 

Q. How ſpall one know if bis Prayers be 


axſtwered 25 | 
e „ 4. He 


— 


that very I hing, if he get wh 


\ A. Yes. For tis g 


* 
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A. He may know it, if eicher, I. He obtains the 
very Thing he is requeſting. 2. Tho' he get not 
atis equal or of more. 
Value, or more neceffary to him in his perſonal Cir. 
eumſtances. As for Inſtance, if he get ſpiritual 
Bleſſings inftead of temporal Ones, or if in Spirituals, 
he get more Humility inftead of greater Enla ge ments, 
or a ſtronger Adherence to Chriſt inſtead of Aſſurance, 
or 2 greater Degree of religious Fear and of the Mor. 
tification of Sin, inſtead of Comforts : All this ſhews 
an anſwer given to Prayer. - | Sl 
Q. How ſhall we know that what we have recetv- 
ed rs afſuredly an Anſwer to our Prayers ? 
4. We may know this, if the Thing granted, t. 
Draw our Hearts nearer to God. 2. If it enlarge our 


Hearts with Thankfulneſs. 3. If it encourage us to 


1. When we make 
e 


call on God as long as we live. 
ar us, then we 


our Prayers unto him, if he ſhall 
4 our Vows. 8 gail God? 
Q. Is'it every One's Duty to pray daily unto Goa: 

: — us as the Character of a 
wicked Perſon, that through the Pride of his Heart, 


he will not ſeek unto God. 5 5 

Q Should every Family join together daily in Prayer 
unto God? N 

A. Yes. 1. Becauſe there are Family - ſins to be 


eonfeiled ; Family wants, the Supply of which is to be 


5 ; and there are Family bleſſings, for which 


hanksgiving ſhould be rendered unto God; for 


| theſe that fin and receive. Mercies together, ſhould 


eonfe(s and pray, and give Thanks together. 2. There 
is a ſpecial Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence to two or three 
gathered in his Name. 3. Tis only the Lord that 


buildeth up. Families, and hence every Family is to 


acknowledge their humble Dependence on him. 4. 
Where the Fear of the Lord is in a Houſe, the 
Bleſſing of the Lord reſts upon it. 5. This was the 
ancient; Practice of holy Men of God. As for me and 


my Houſe, ſaid Joſpuab, we will ſerve the Lord. So 


„ 


the Lord said of Abraham, I know that he wilt 
command his Houſhold after hinf#to ſerve me. 

Q What ſhall we do that we may pray acceptably? 

A. 1. We are to ſet our ſelves apart for Prayer, a5 
thoſe who attend a great God, ind are os great 
Things from him; even Pardon, Peace, Sanctification 
and Redemption. 2. We are to faſten our T houghts 
on tlie eternal God in and through Chriſt, the Immanuel, 
who 1, God with ut. 3. We are to be humbled before 
God in our ewn Eyes, as theſe who are but Duſt and 
Aſhes in the Sight of God. 4. We are to come unto 
God in Faith, believing the Promiſe, that whatſoever 
we a the Father in Chriſt's Name we'ſhall receive 
721. 5. We are to allow our ſelves in no known Sin, 
and be as willing to be freed from the Pollution of Sin 
as obtain its Pardon; for God heareth not Sinners, Or 
heareth none who are not willing to part with, and be 
freed from their Sins, dur the Sacrifice of ſuch is aw 
Abomination to the Lord. 6. We are to be more 
earneſt for heavenly Grace than for outward Bleſſings, 
7. We are to ſtrive for the beſt Aﬀettions we can in 
Prayer; yet ſo as not always to eſteem our Prayer by 


the Height of our Aﬀettions, but the Affections them 
felves by that Bottom whereon they ſtand, as Selfe-. 
denial and cleaving to the Promiſe. 8. We are t@ - 
repleniſh our Hearts with Matter, which we may do, 


by viewing our Wants, Temptations and Corruptions: 


and conſidering the Promiſes of God, and what Mercies . 
and Bleſſings we may expect from him. 9. We are in 
a ſpecial Manner to eye that Pattern of Prayer which 


Chriſt taught his Diſciples. 


” 
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1 Practical Catechiſm. 
. A. Tis in theſe Words, Math. v. 9. Our Father 
which art in Heaven, Falle be thy Name, thy 
Kingdom come, thy Will be done on Earth as it is in 
Heaven; give us this Day our daily Bread, forgive us 
exr Dev:r, as we forgive our Debtors, and lead us not 
into Temptation, but deliver us from all, evil; for thine 
7s the Aingdom and the Power and the Glory. Amen. 

Q. How many Parts are there in the Lord's Prayer? 

- A. There are, 1. The Preface. 2. The Petitions. 
3. The Concluſion or Doxology. = 
Q. Nu the * : 
C. Tis in theſe Words, Our Father which art in 
Heaven. ; | 
Q What doth our addreſſing God as a Father 
teachus? ; | . 

A. It teacheth us to approach him, 1. Witha 
pleaſing Defcrence ; there are other Titles that are 
more 12 firike us with Fear, but this begets in us a 
kindly Reſpect to God. 2. With humble Confidence, 
as a Child hopes to obtain Favour from a loving Father. 

J. With Willingneſs of Heart, as Children delight in 
4peaking to their Parents. | 
Q The addreſſing of God as our Father in Heaven 
. what doth this teach us? | 

A .lt teaches, 1. Awtul Apprehenſions ot the Divine 

— Majefy and Cory, fince God is in Heaven and 

"we upon Earth, 2. A ft.ong Dependence on his 
Power, Allſufficiency and Readineſs to help us, ſince 

me Lord's Throne is in Heaven. 3. Heavenly mind. 
edneſs, ſo 3s heavenly Things may be our firſt and 
chief Requeſt. 4 Le «+ þ 
QQ May none pray unto God aad call him Father, but 
i he ſe who are aſſured of their Adoption? 7 

A. A common, Relation unto Gogas he is the Father 

of Spirits by Creation, may be urged as an Argument 
im Prayer. We may plead with the Pſalmiſt, Lord 

forfake not the Fork of thine own Hand 
Bou many Fetitions are there in the Lord; 


' Prayer ? E 
5 A. There 
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Of the Lord's Prayer - 173 
A. There are ſix. a 
Q. What's the firſt Petition? 

A. Tis in theſe Words, Hallowed be thy Name. 
Q. What's meant by che Name of God? _ : A 
A. By it is meant, 1. God himſelf, for in Scripture 
Names are put for Perſons. 2. The Divine Titles and 


Attributes, becauſe the Lord revealeth his Nature by 


there 3. The Fame and Glory of God, as Nehemiah 
tells, Chap. ix. 10. The Lord by ſhewing Signs and 
Wonders did get himſelf a Name, 4. His Word and 


Works, becauſe the Lord makes himſelf known by 2 


them. ö f . < "4 P_ "a | 
Q. When is it that the Name of God can be ſaid to 
be hallowed or ſanctified? 5 

Al. When the Lord makes a Diſplay of all his 
glorious Perfections. 2. When we acknowledge 
all theſe Perfections and Excellencies that appear tobe 
fo tranſcendantly and infinitely in him. Es 

Q.: What then is contained in this Petition? | 

A. It contains, 1. A Prayer that God would do 
what makes for his own Glory. 2. That we af 3 
others may be enabled to glorify him. More particu- 
larly it contains, 1. A Prayer for his ſanctifying 
Grace, ſince we cannot ſanctifſy the Lord God in our 
Hearts till firſt he ſanctify our Hearts. 2. That he 
would make us and others fruitful in good Works, 
ſince herein is our heavenly Father gloriſied, if we 
bring forth much Fruit. 3 That he would ſo diſpoſe 
Of us and of all that concerns us, that we may be in 2 
fir Capacity to ſerve him. 4. That we may have - 
Grace habitually to prefer his Glory before all world- _ 
ly Intereſts. | | 

Q: What's the ſecond Petition? 5 

A. Tis in theſe Words, Thy Kingdom come. 

Q. How manifoldis the Kingdom of G?! . 
A. There is, 1. His general providential Kingdom 
whereby he is called the King of Nations, Kine 
Kings and Lord Lords. 2. the ſpecial Kingdom o. 

1 Ee vor” 
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we Practical Catechiſm 
or the King of Saints,” 9 OS 

Q How manifo!d-is his ſpecial Kingdom? 

A. There is his Kingdom of Grace aad his Kingdom 
of Glory. : | > 
Q: Whatis meant by the Kingdom of Grace? 

A. By it is meant the Government God exerciſeth 
over the Elect by certain Ordinances, as Means, joined 
with the Operation of his Spirit, in convincing, con- 
verting and ruling them, and training them up in Faith, 
Love, eg and holy Obedience, till he bring 
them to Glory. | _ 8 | 
Q Wherein doth this Kingdom of God in the Soul 
particularly conſiſt ? | 
8 2 uy Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the Holy 

—_— 23533 
Q bat is meant by the Kingdom of Glory ? 

A. By it is meant that happy State above, where 

God communicates Glory and Foy to his People for 


ever, and governs them, not by Means, but by himſelf 


ediately. | | 
n bat Kingdom of God is here meant? 

A. The Kingdom of Grace is here directly prayed for, 
and the Kingdom of Glory is ultimately prayed for; 
as being for the full Diſplay of the Glory of God, and 
the n of our Happineſs. | 
Q. What do we particularly pray for in this 
C | ; 
A. We pray, 1. That Satan's Kingdom may be 
geftroyed. 2. That God would take on him his great 
Power and Reign, in managing all the Affairs of the 
World 4s may moſt tend to the Increaſe of the Church, 
3. That there may be a due and pure Adminiſtration 
ef Word; Sacrament and Drciphne in the Church. 
4. That a Day of God's Power may paſs upon our 
Hearts, whereby the Kingdom of God may be within us. 

5. That he may ſtill carry on progreſſive Sanctification 
m our Souls, till we be ripe for Glory. 6. That he. 


would cauſe Nations tobe born at once. by the 1 
4 * > | [ ving 


urch; and hence he is called King of Bon, 


1 
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having a-+ree Courſe and a ſucceistul Effet on Souls. 
7. That he would haften the coming of Chriſt, when 
we ſhall obtain a full Redemption of Soul and Body. 
Q. What's the third Petition? | 
A. Tis in theſe Words: Thy Will be done of 
3 K "tis done in Fedde 6inguiſb pw s "25 
Hoi the Will of God diſtinguiſhed * 
A. Tis diſtinguiſhed into his Will of Purpoſe and 
Decree, and his. Will of Command. | | 
Q. Are both theſe included in this Petition ? 
A. Yes; For tho' the commanding Will of God be 
8 meant, yet it doth not exclude his decreeing 
Ill. ; ; 


Q,What do we pray for in reference tothe decresing 
Will of God“. e | 
A. We pray, 1. That God wouldbring about all the 
Purpoſes of his wiſe Counſel, for his own Glory, and in 
his own Time. 2. We 8 we may be taught 
humble Submiſſion to his Will in all Things, a ſweet 
Complacency in it without repining or murmuring 3: 
ſaying with Eli Tir the Lord, let him do what ſeemers 
good in his Sight, _ it Me oy Os 

Q.YVhat do we pray for in reference tothe commands 
⁊ug Vill of God? 

A. We pray 1. For ſpiritual Light fo teach us what 
is that good and acceptable Will of God. 2. For a ſincere 
edeciential Frame, that we may do the Will of God 
from the Heart. 3. For ſpiritual Strength, that we may 
mount up as on Eagles VVings; run and not be 
av eary, walk and not be faint in the Ways of God. 

Q. For what Meaſure of Obedience ſhould we pray for? 

A We are to pray fer as high a Meaſure and Degree 
of Obedience as the Angels have in Heaven. X 

Q. But how can we pray in Faith for ſuch a high Degree 
of Obedience, whenwe have not a Promiſe of the ſame 2 
A. 1. We have a Promiſe that he will ſatisfy the longing 

Soul, and therefore we may expect the ſame ſometime or 
other, either in this or the other World; hence our 
Faith in Prayer has Warrant to hope and reach to the 
— Eſpecially, 2. When is conſidered, that * 


— 
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for any limited Meaſure and Degree of Grace cannot be- 
ſincere Pra yer, which reaches to all poſſible Degrees, and 
cm reſt no where bur in Perfection. 
AX Q. After whar Manner are we to en, to de 
- the VVill of God? | 
A As che Angels do it in 8 that is, we are 
to ſtudy and pray to do the Will of God, 1. Freely 
and willingly, as the Angels ſtand before the Face of gy 
heavenly Father ready to fulfil his Pleaſure. 
Speedily, as Angels are as winged Meſſengers in ay 
Service required of them. 3. Humbly, as Angels cover 
their Faces before the Glory of the ord, = ing Holy, 
Holy, Holy is the Lord God of Hofts. ealous]y, 
as Angels are Miniſters like a flaming 25 5. Con- 
ſtantly, as the Angels reſt not Day and Night, crying, . 
Holy, Holy, Holy ir the Lord God Almighty, vie b 
was, and is, and 1s to come. 

Q. bat is the fourth Petition? 

A. Tis ina theſe Words, Give us this Day our dai. 
ty. Bread. - 

Q. VV hat's meant by daily Bread ? 

A. By. it are meant all the Neceſſaries of Life, as 
Health, Raiment, Habitation, Preſervation from Evils 
in our Body, Names and Affairs, as well as our daily 
Food, and with all the Bleſſing of God, without which 
all thefe are nothing; For every Petition, together 
with the good 1 asked, includes the Means for 
obtaining the ſame. 

hat Temporals i 1s promiſed to gracious Souls ? 

＋ Tis promiſed, that verily they ſhail be fed, and 
that heir Bread and Vater ſhell be made ſure. 

Q. I: this an abſolute Promiſe ? 

A. No. Tis ſtill with » Re&rvation of Room for 

the Chaſtiſements of God our Father, and the Crofs 
of Chriſt. our Redeemer, in as much as theſe may 
9 be better for us than the Bleſſing Toy 8 8 


7. V hat do we pray for in this Petitios Bas age Al 
1 a. We pray, 1. That the Lord may . 2 
2 = FO _— tis for his * and our Good. wy: 


/ - - i 4 — 
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to what End is Food ſought but for the Suſtenance of | 
our Life. 2. That he would _ us 2 Competent 
Meaſure of the good Things of this Life. 3. That 
for this End he would make us conſcientious in follow - 
ing our lawful Callings, and bleſs our Labours. 4. 
That he would bleſs the ordinary Means of Life; ſince 
read would be but as a Stone without the Efficacy and 
Bleſſing of his Providence. 5. That he would enable 
us, whether we have much or little, to depend only on 
hirnſelf forſthe Supplies and Suſtenance of our natural 
He. | : 4 
2 Why are the Neceſſaries of Life to be fought by 
rayer 2 | 
Eh That we may acknowledge God to be the 
ſupreme Proprietor, and own that our Right to theſe 7 
T binge: the Enjoyment of them, and the Comfort of 
them, are wholly owing to his Bounty. 2. That they 
may be the more ſweet, as being the Returns of Pray- 
er. 3. That we may make a thankful Improvement 
of them, and give them back at God's Call, | 
Q. With what Limitation ſhould we pray for tem 
poral Things? _. | | 
A. We are to pray for no more but Neceflaries ; 
that is, what is neceſfary to our Being, or our Con- 
dition in the World. 2. We are to pray in SubmiC 
ſion to the Divine Will, and in Subordination to great- 
er Things; that's to ſay, we are ſirſt to ſeek the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and its Righteouſneſs, and thes 
theſe Things in the ſecond Place. Agar gives us an 
excellent Rule. or Pattern with reſpect to this, Twe 
Things, ſays he, have I 9 of thee, deny them 
not before I die; the firſt Thing he prays for is, Re. 
move from me Vanity and Lies; that is, tet my Soul 
above all things be delivered from Sin, paſt, preſent 
and to come: And in the next Place, he deſires ſuch a 
Meaſure of outward Means, as that he might neither 
through Fulneſs forget God, nor through Want be 70 
tempted to ſteal And then he adds, Feed me with Food | 
3 eonventent for me; that is, give mea ſuitableCompe- 
5+ - : | tency 
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tency ; a Thing thar's var, able according-to'a Man's 


Date in the World. 


Q. What is the fifth Petition? AO 
A. "Tis in thefe Words, Forgive us our Debts as 
we pr hw our Debirors. f 
Q What's meant here by Debt? 
. Our Sins and Treſpaſſes. £ 
Q How can our Sins be called a Debt, when tic 
Qhedience that is the Debt we owe unte God, and 
we are not Debitors to Sin or to the Fleſh? 
No doubt Obedience is the Debt we owe unto 
God our Creator and Lord, but failing to pay this 
Debt, we have contracted a new Debt to the Juſtice 
of God; that is, we come under an Obligation to ſuffer 
the Puniſhments due to the Franfgreſſors of his Law. 
& Wherein doth the Pardon of Sin con ſiſt? 
A. It conſiſts not in taking away the very Fault 
done; fer ars im poſſible; but in no: imputing it, or 
not charging it upon us for our Condemnation. 2. It 
conſifts not in taking aw ay the intrinſick Deſ:rt of Sin, 


for Sin ſtill deſerves Myatb, tho' it be pardoned; but 


in taking off that actual Obligation we are under to 
fuffer Wrath, Damnation and Hel Torments: By 
Sin we are indebted to the Law, and bound over to 
Wide its Penalty, and this is the Guilt of Sin; and 
Pardon is God's gracious Act acquitting the Sinner 


from this Obligation and Puniſhmear: 


Q. Howir thePardon of Sin expreſſed imScripture? 

. Tis expreſſed by cafting Sint behind the Back, 
cafting them into the Bottom of the Sea, blotting 
them out, covering Sin, waſhing and.cleanſing them, 


God's 'hidinghis Face from them, by his not imputing 


them, and his remembring them no more- EY 
Q What are the Character of a pardoned Sinner? 


A. 1. He is a great Admirer of free Grace. Who iu 
God, will he ſay, like unto thee, e ee the 


Twiquities, and paſſeth by the Tramſgreſſion of thy Pes- 
ple 2. He maintains a hely Dread of committing Sin. 
"Fwill take heed to my Ways, ſays he, that I ſin not. 
3 He. is' fingere in his Heart, for where the Lord — 
Wan | ut es 
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be Lord's Prayer. 
puteth not Iniquity, in that Spirit there is us Guile. 
4. He forgives Men all the perſonal Wrongs they have 
done him; for if from the Heart we forgive Mes 
their Treſpaſſes, lo will our heavenly Father forgive 


— Cond 


11. | "IEP | 
Q. I: the forgiving one another abſolutely neceſ 
> 2 f 2 


| 4 Yes; for if we forgive not Aſen their Treſpaſſes, 
neither will our heavenly Father forgive us; and we 
are commanded in our Lord's Prayer to pray, forgive 
eur Debts as we forgive our Debitors, 
Q. What's contained in forgiving our Debitors ? 


A. It contains, 1. That we be not rigorous and ſo- 5 
vere in exacting Debts of Money. And 2. That we 
forgive and forget Debts of Injury and Wrong done 


us, but ſo far as the Glory of God, the Good of 
others, or the juſt Reparation of our Name and Eſtate, 
or the Amendment of theſe who have done us the 
Injury, make it neceſſary for us to right our ſelves. 
Q. Is our forgiving of others a meritorious Cauſe 


er Reaſon for which God ought in Juſtice to forgive 


us? 


through Grace to forgive Offences done againſt our 
felves, we may with humble Confidence beg, that God, 
whoſe Mercies are infinitely greater than Man's, 
would forgive us. And by asking Pardon in thir 


Terms, we beg to be dealt with as we our ſelves deal 


with others. 


Q. Me, e others brought in here, 0 


not rat ber 


'aith and Repentance 
A. Faith and Repentanee are neceſſarily here includ- 


ed, ſince a ſincere Prayer for the Pardon of Sin in- 
cludes in it a humble 38 Confeflion of Sin, and 


2 Belief of the Promiſe of Pardon. But a forgiving others 
is here pitched upon, as a ſenfible Evidence of our 
Faith and Repentance. For where there is a Frame of 
Heart ready to forgive Injuries upon right Grounds, 
particularly upon the Soul's Senſe of greater Injury 
1 | 1 * 
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A. No ; 'tis only a Plea or Encouragement drawn 
from Grace; that is, if we find our Hearts drawn out 
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to God, and greater Need of Forgiyenetsat his Hand; 
_ or becauſe he freely forgives us; there it certainly 
both Faith and Repentance. 5 = 
| Q: What do we pray for in this Petition? 
A. We pray, 1. For found Humiliation and Contri« 
tion of Soul for Sin. 2. For Faith to lay hold upon 
and apply the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for Juſtifica- 
tion. 3. Wepray that the Lord would not mark our 
Tutquities, nor enter into Judgment with us, but freely 
acquit us from the Guilt of all our Tranſgreſſions. 
| Q, dre juſtified Perſons to pray for the Pardon of 
their Sins? „ | 
4 A. Yes ; they are to pray, 1. That their Sins be 
6. not viſited upon them by temporal Calamities, or 
4 Sparks of Wrath on their Conſcience. 2. That they 
may have the Senſe and Feeling of Pardon in their 
Con Tiences, that ſo the broken Bones may rejoice. 3. 
That their Pardon may be continued, for tho' it be 
15 true, that God never repeals his gracious Act of Par 
don tothe Believer, yet he is to pray that the Sins he 
daily commits may be daily pardoned; and actu- 
ally pardoned they cannot. be, till actually committed, 


. That the Lord may publickly abſalve and juſtify 
em before all the World at the great Day. 
Q. Which is the ſixth Petition? r. | 
A. Tis in theſe Words, Lead us not into Tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from Evil. 
- Q How many Parts doth this Petition contain? 


Deliver us from Evil. 

Qt. How are Temptations diſtinguiſhed? _ 

A They are diſtinguiſhed in o Temptations of 

& 1 yal and Temptations of Seduction or Enticing to 
1 _. Q. Doth God entice any to Sin? 85 
1 A. Let 10 Man jay when he i tempted, I 
am tempred of God, for God cannot be tempred 


- 


=. wth Evil, neither tempreth he any Man ; but -& 
5 „ . very 


tho'there be a Foundation of Pardon laid in the Soul. 


HA Theſe two: 1. Lead ut not into Temptation. 2. 


the Lord's Prayer. 18x 


very Man is tempted, when hets drawn away of his 


own Luftc and enticed. > 


_ Q . V/hat xs then the Neceſſity of this Prayer, Lord © 
lead us not into Tempiarion ? 4 - 
A. Tho' God neither ſeduces nor intends to ſeduce 


any to Sin, yet he may in his holy and wife Provi- 


dence deliver. us up to Satan or our own Heart, as a 


Punithment.of our Provocations, or prefent to us 
Things and Occaſions, which tho* Good in them- 
ſelves may draw out our Corruptions- - | 

Q. How ſhall we know whether a Temptation ts 
Sin has prevailed or nut?! 

A. The Temptation has pre vailed, if firff, There be 2 
Commiſſion of the Sin we were tempted unto. 2. Tho 
there be no Commiſſion of it, if there be a Heart. 
conſent to it. Or, 3, Tho' there be no Conſent 


unto it, if the Heart delight to think upon it. 


Q: What may comfort a poor Soul that is ſadly 
harraſſed with many ſlie and furious Temptations? 


A. That which may encourage ſuch an exerciſed 


Soul is this, that no Temptation proves the Domi- 


nion of Sin, or Satan's damnable Poſſeſſion of the 
Soul, but ſuch as the Soul loveth more than it 


hateth. If it be more hated than loved, tho Sin may 


rage, yet it doth not reign in the Soul. | 


* 8 2 f 
A. Yes. The Lord led the People of Ifrael in the 


Wilderneſs to humble them, and to prove and try 


what was ix their Hearts. 


Q. Are we to pray in abſolute Terms te be keeps 


from Temptations of Tryal? _. | | 
A. No. For ſuch Temptations are often for the 
great Good of the tempted ; for when the Lord 


latter Day. 


Q. What are ue to pray in Reference to a Tewp 
tation of Tryal? © | 1225 


A. We are to pray, 1. That he may not lay more 


en u tles we are able ro bear. 2. That if the Lord © 


Q Doth God tempt any with a Temptation of Try. . 


= 
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_ proved Aae, he tells, It was to do them good in the 
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132 A Pratiical Catechiſm. _ 
zs pleaſed to try us by his Commands or Provyiden ces 
he may enable us to carry fairly under them, and 
come fafely through them. 3. That when we are 
wyec, through his Grace we may come forth at Gold. 
hat z the ſecond Part of this Petition? f 
A. 'Tis in theſe Words, Deliver us from Evil. 5 
Q. What Evil is here meant? | 3 8 
A. All Evil, preſent and future; eſpecially the Evil 
of Sin, to which Satan, that Enemy, doth tempt and * 
„ . 
| Q Whas do wwe pray for particularly in this Petiti f 
> BY X 15 . 


A We pray, 1. That the Lord (fo far as is conſiſt. 
ent with his Glory and our Good) woud keep us from 
Temptations. 2. That he would reſtrain Satan and 0 
our own Corruption, and net ſuffer us to be tempted a 
above what we are able. 3. That he would not forſake tl 
us in our Tryals and Conflicts, but ſtand by us, and py 
firengthen us 4. That he would enable us to ſhew 4 
forth our Graces in Temptations, that the Tryal of eur 11 

n 
tl 
b. 
k 


o_ 


| Faith and every other Grace —_ found tobe tothe 
Fraiſe and Glory of God. 5. That if at any Time 
leaving us to our ſelves for our further Humiliation, 
8 he ſuffers us to be foiled, he may raiſe us up again to 
ö — _xcaew the Conflict, and re/ift even unto Death. 6. 
F That with the Temptation he may make a Way for ut 4 
Fo 2 3 a | 
- . Q. What's the Doxology or Concluſion of the Lord's 
| 6 


er? > | 
| + 4 'Tis in theſe Words, Fer thine iz the Kingdom k 


. and the Power and theGlory for ever. R nen. „ 
'  Q. What's meanr by Kingdom here? J 
A By it is meam God's abſolute rightful Dominiog | F 
over the World, and all Creatures int. | . 
Q What is meant by Power? ; +] 
A. His infinite Strength and Ability to manage his 

univerſal Kingdom, and to do in the Armies of Heaven 
- and Earth whatever jeemerh Good in his Sight. © 22 
What's meant by Glory? * 


By it is meant the RefleRion nad Shine of all 
45 2 a * f x Goc 
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- Of rhe Lord's Prayer. 1% © 
7 God's glorious Attributes upon the Creatures owning 
7 hey belong unto bim. 1 
| .Q. How 11 this Concluſion te be underſtood? 
v * , either, I. As 2 
| A We may underſtand ap, either, an Encou. | 
rage ment for us.10 expect the Things we ask in Pray. 
er- Or 2. Asa Doxology, or an aſcribing of the Praiſs 9 
and Glory that's due unto Gd. 
1 Q. What are our be Encouragements to plead upon 
\ wit Prayer? | „ a 
. A. Our beſt Encouragements are taken from Gad, 
as he ſhines in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. What is not 
for his Glory ſhould not be ſought, and what is for 
his Glory may confidently de expected. 
Q. bat doth this teach us ? 3 
A. It teacheth us, 1. That if we make a Prayer unto / 
God, and yet are reſolved to, keep Sin in our Hearts | 
and in our Tabernacles, he will not hear becauſe : 
this would net be for his Glory, who is net a God that 
can take Pleaſure in r neither can Evil 
dwell with him. But 2. It teaches us, thatif ve pray 
| in Faith and with humble, contrite, ſincere Hearts, we 
h may be ſure he will hear us; becauſe the Glory of all 
the Divine Attributes is ſecured, in accepting of all 
believing, penitent returningSinners, through the great 
Mediator Jeſus 2 of | 5 | - 7 
Q. Lit neceſſary that is our Prayers we aſcribe 
unto the Lord the Glary and Praiſe that's due - his 
Name ? | 
A. Yes; Becauſe this ſhews a Heart well pleaſed with 
| God, and well pleaſed that he ſhould be ſuch à2 God, 
ſo great, ſo good, ſo wiſe, holy and juft as he re. 
veals himſelf to be. 2. Becauſe this is a Frame and Ex 
erciſe pleaſing to the Lord, Twill praiſe the Name * | 
the Lord, faith the Pſalmiſt, with a Song 2 10 | 
magnify him with Thanksgiving; and this pleaſe 
the Lord better than theSacrifices of oTroufendl ws | 
Q In what Manner ſhould we praiſe the Lord? - 
A. We ſhould praiſe him, 1. With deep Humilizep, 
_ our {elves down at the Footſtool of his Thron: 
with (elf abaſing Thoughts of our Mannes before hin 
5 
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4 Profilica Catec biſm. © 
Fer. before him as Sinners. 2. With . 
1 1 of 2 1 3 
© - glorious magnificent Power of God, and 
1 of his in n DSminion, Majeſty, Immenſity and-E 
ternity, 2nd all his other glorious Perfettions. 3. With 
12 . _— 3 Converſation, which is the beſt 
he real Senſe of our Hearts, with reſpect 
80 85 04 — his pou Excellencies. V/V hoſo offereth 
© Praiſe; ee me, ſaith the Lord; and to him that 
3 Laer his Converſation aright, 1 will Jſhew my Sal, 
1 on: 
GWE ia do we mean in adding, Amen, ro 
SE” - - Fes er: 5 
. Ame n ſignifies, ſo it 57, or ſo be it, and by it we 
. ſignify our earneſt Deſire to be heard, and our humble 
* Gdertcs of obrarnng what we ask from God, in the 
Name of Chrift, our Saviour, To whom be Glory for 
. ” 8 Amen. | 
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